Report from EDDC Cllr Vicky Johns

5™ February - Scrutiny meeting

There was a review on the impact on the ban on the use of glyphosate, which made very
interesting reading as it showed different way to deal with weeds etc and what the knock on
effect could be. It was a little concerning that the effects only seemed to focus on what could be
seen on the surface and not necessarily how things below the surface were impacted. We have
asked them to look into the impact on this.

The climate action plan was reviewed and can be viewed on the district council website.

The work programme for 2025/2026 was also reviewed and again this can be seen on the
website.

25™ February - Full council
There were three members from the public who spoke;

One member spoke about her concerns with regards to how high the precept had been raised
by Honiton town council, in fact she was so concerned she resigned from the Council as a
member of staff.

Two members spoke about the river motion that was put forward during the evening and said
they were pleased with the motion but had concerns about whether it would actually do
anything. They felt it would work well if the district council worked alongside the community
groups.

There were various recommendations, all of which can be found on the council website but
there was quite a bit of discussion on the precept and how town/Parish councils can raise the
precept by as much as they like and there isn't really anything residents can do about it. The
difference between the town/Parish precept is quite striking and could cause concerns with
residents. The confusion with regards to what exactly is going to be passed onto town/Parish
councils from the district council after the LGR has obviously had a knock on effect with regards
to the local precept being raised, significantly, in some areas. This is not just to pay for any work
that may need doing but also the possibility of any legal fees that could go towards the
town/Parish councils.

All other matters with regards to the meeting are available to view on the website.

| have also been contacted by some residents about large amounts of rubbish being left in
various areas around the town and | have reported this to EDDC.

Stay safe,



Vicky



