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Ottery St Mary Town Council 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF Full Council Meeting [In-person] held on Monday 02 
March 2026 at 19:00.The meeting was held in the Ottery St. Mary Town Council 
 
Present:   Cllrs Vicky Johns (Mayor), Dean Stewart (Deputy Mayor), Peter Faithfull, 
Richard Copus, Nick Sneller, Ben Feasey, Sarah Martin, Robyn Bennett and Emily Peka 
In Attendance:  EDDC Cllr Bethany Collins, Kerry Kennell (Town Clerk) and seven members of 
the public 
Minute Taker:  Kerry Kennell, Town Clerk 
 
Meeting order:  It was agreed that Agenda item C26/03/09 would be delayed until DCC Cllr Bailey 
arrived.  However she was delayed at a meeting and the item was discussed after agenda item 
C/26/03/14.     
The confidential items were discussed at the end of the meeting after members of the public and 
EDDC Cllr Collins had left the meeting.  
 
C/26/03/01     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To receive apologies for absence  
 
Apologies were noted from Cllrs Aherne and Grainger.  During the meeting DCC Cllr Bailey 
sent her apologies as she had been delayed at an earlier meeting.  
 

C/26/03/02     DECLARATIONS AND DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS  
To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and receipt of requests for new 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) dispensations for items on the Agenda  
 

Cllr Feasey No interests declared.  

Cllr Bennett No interests declared. 

Cllr Peka No interests declared. 

Cllr Faithfull No interests declared. 

Cllr Peka No interests declared. 

Cllr Faithfull No interests declared. 

Cllr Sneller No interests declared. 

Cllr Copus No interests declared. 

Cllr Martin No interests declared. 

Cllr Stewart No interests declared. 

Cllr Johns No interests declared. 

 
C/26/03/03     ADMISSION TO MEETINGS  

In consideration of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
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transacted): to agree any items to be dealt with after the public and press have been 
excluded  
 
It was RESOLVED that the following agenda items would be discussed in Confidential Session 
C/26/03/13.2 - To consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the 
Committee due to commercial sensitivity and C/26/03/18 - To consider correspondence 
regarding a Night Bus and make decisions as appropriate due to commercial sensitivity. 
 

 C/26/03/04     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
To allow members of the public present to submit questions/comments for consideration 
Individual contributions will be limited to 3 minutes 
 
It was AGREED that the members of the public can speak in relation to agenda item 
C/26/03/09 once DCC Cllr Bailey arrives.   
 

C/26/03/05     MINUTES  
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council of 2nd February 2026 (minute 
refs C26/02/01-C26/02/29) and to approve the signing of the Minutes by the Mayor as a 
correct record  
 
The minutes of 2nd February 2026 were approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct 
record of the meeting.  
 

C/26/03/06     TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS  
(if any)  
 
A written report was received from EDDC Cllr Johns and EDDC Cllr Collins. 
Cllr Collins said that due to resurfacing Canaan Way car park will be closed from 9-15 March 
some space allowed for permit holders only, w/c 16 March the car park will be completely 
closed while it is resurfaced.  
EDDC Cllr Faithfull queried a detail in Cllr Johns report which will be altered. Timetable for 
Local Plan submission is late May/early June.  
 

C/26/03/07     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM TALATON PARISH COUNCIL IN RELATION TO THE 
INSTALLATION OF VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS IN FAIRMILE  

Talaton Parish Council wished to make it clear that it was unable to make a donation 
towards the cost of a VAS camera (`the VAS`) as its cut-off date for applicants seeking 
Council grants/donations funding had passed and it had also exceeded its 25/26 grants 
budget. In addition it`s precept for 25/26 was £9,200 as opposed to the TC`s precept of 
£319,330 and therefore was not in a financial position to do so. However notwithstanding 
the Parish Council was fully supportive of the installation of the VAS, which it understood 
would benefit residents of both Ottery St Mary and Talaton by improving road safety.   
It was AGREED that the Council will continue with the installation of the VAS camera now 
written confirmation has been received that this is supported by Talaton Parish Council and 
that the VAS will be owned by Ottery St Mary Town Council.  
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C/26/03/08     TO CONSIDER CONCERNS WITH REGARDS TO HEDGEROW REMOVAL WITHIN THE 
PARISH AND TO MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

The Clerk has written to EDDC to chase a response regarding the hedge removal. EDDC Cllr 
Johns has also chased this.  This has been reported to the Police although it was noted that 
EDDC have enforcement powers in relation to the illegal removal of a hedgerow.    
 

C/26/03/09     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING FADED ROAD MARKINGS THROUGHOUT THE 
PARISH AND SPECIFICALLY RECENT ACCIDENTS AT BATTS LANE AND MAKE DECISIONS AS 
APPROPRIATE  

 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the numerous accidents and near misses that have 
occurred in Batts Lane due to faded road markings for vehicles and pedestrians.  DCC Cllr 
Bailey wrote to the DCC Deputy Director of Highways regarding this after the February Town 
Council meeting.  The Council and Police have also registered their concerns regarding this.  
The DCC Neighbourhood Highways Officer has confirmed this is with their traffic team to see 
if the line marking program scheduled for 2027/28 can be brought forward.  Residents will 
continue to send CCTV footage to the Council.  It was AGREED the Council will write to 
Highways again with new CCTV footage highlighting the danger to pedestrians and drivers.  
 

C/26/03/10     PLANNING  
 

C/26/03/10.1     TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF 10TH FEBRUARY 2026 (MINUTE REFS P/26/02/01-
P26/02/10) AND 24TH FEBRUARY 2026 (MINUTE REFS P/26/02/11-P/26/02/20)  

 
The minutes of 10th February 2026 and 24th February 2026 were noted.  
 

C/26/03/11     FINANCE AND STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE  
 

C/26/03/11.1     TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 10TH FEBRUARY 2026 (MINUTE 
REFS FSP/26/02/01 - FSP/26/02/13)  

 
The minutes of 10th February 2026 were noted.  
 

C/26/03/11.2     TO CONFIRM DATES FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS FOR THE NEXT 
FINANCIAL YEAR  

 
It was AGREED that four meetings will be held with the parish throughout the year offering 
residents the opportunity to speak to councillors.  It was AGREED that the Annual Parish 
Meeting will be the first meeting;  a meeting for carers will be arranged at the Station Hub 
during Carers week.  Meetings will be held in Autumn and Winter will be held where at least 
two councillors will be in attendance.   
 

C/26/03/12     COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE  
 

C/26/03/12.1     TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF 16TH FEBRUARY 2026 (MINUTE REFS C/26/02/01-
C26/02/21)  
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The minutes of 16th February 2026 were noted.  
 

C/26/03/12.2     TO CONSIDER (AND APPROVE IF APPROPRIATE) RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
THE COMMITTEE  

 
It was RESOLVED that the Council continue with Igynte and Visit Ottery for a further 12 
months at a cost of £5,000. 
 

C/26/03/13     OPERATIONS COMMITTEE  
 

C/26/03/13.1     TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF 26TH FEBRUARY 2026 (MINUTES REFS O/26/02/01 - 
O/26/02/17)  

 
The minutes of 26th February 2026 were noted.  
 
Members of the public asked about the £5,000 grant awarded from the Office of Police and 
Crime Commissioner (OPCC) towards CCTV for the town.  The community will be asked for 
their views once the appropriate information has been gathered.    
 

C/26/03/13.2     TO CONSIDER (AND APPROVE IF APPROPRIATE) RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
THE COMMITTEE  

 
It was RESOLVED that: 

• Before releasing funds for the development of the outdoor area at the Station the 
Operations Committee see a final design; have written confirmation that planning 
permission is not required and receive confirmation about the security aspect of 
fencing to stop people getting.  

• SPACE session on a Thursday is changed  after Easter to a drop in session after school 
which will be reviewed at the end of the Summer term.  

• EDDC  are asked to update the Section 106 agreement to include soil removal at an 
approximate cost of £19,000 (final figure to be confirmed). Cllr Sneller abstained. 

• The Section 106 agreement will be signed by the Mayor (or in their absence the 
Deputy Mayor).  

Under s.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the council resolved to 
exclude the press and public from the meeting since publicity would be prejudicial to the 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.        
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendation.  The Clerk will write to the Heritage 
Society after seeking advice from the Council’s solicitor.  
 
The Confidential session ended.  
 

C/26/03/14     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER TIPTON ST 
JOHN CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL TO THORNE FARM, OTTERY ST MARY  
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There is no update.  
 
Cllr Copus left the meeting.  
 

C/26/03/15     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE COLERIDGE PRE-SCHOOL BUILDING AND 
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS/DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

 
There is no update.  
 

C/26/03/16     COMPLIANCE WITH ASSERTION 10 – SECURE USE OF PERSONAL DEVICES FOR 
COUNCIL BUSINESS  

To review and agree on measures ensuring compliance with Assertion 10 regarding the 
secure handling of council information when councillors use personal devices.  
 
It was RESOLVED to adopt the IT & BYOD Policy (Assertion 10 – Digital & Data Compliance).  
It was RESOLVED that Councillors will sign the User Agreement.  After the recent cyber 
incident this will be discussed further at the April meeting to discuss whether any further 
actions are required.    
 

C/26/03/17     TO NOTE THE CURRENT SITUATION REGARDING LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REORGANISATION AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

 
The Clerk's report regarding Community Asset Transfer was noted.  
 

C/26/03/18     TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING A NIGHT BUS AND MAKE 
DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
 
Under s.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the council resolved to exclude 
the press and public from the meeting since publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.        
 
It was RESOLVED to further investigate the possibility of a night bus from Exeter to Ottery St Mary 
and then Honiton with Honiton Town Council  
 

The Confidential session ended.  
 

C/26/03/19     TO CONSIDER NEXT STEPS TO AGREE PROPOSED AREAS FOR INSTALLATION OF 
20MPH ZONE OUTSIDE OF THE TOWN AND TO MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

 
C/26/03/20     CONFIRMATION OF DECISIONS MADE UNDER THE SCHEME OF DELEGATION  

 
The following decisions were noted: 

Cllrs Johns, Stewart and Grainger gave delegated authority to the Clerk to accept the £5,000 
grant from the OPCC towards installation of CCTV system for the town centre 

Cllrs Johns, Grainger and Copus gave delegated authority to send communications to EDDC 
in relation to the removal of the hedge at Gerway 
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Cllrs Grainger, Feasey and Aherne gave delegated authority for the Clerk to share the 
Harpers report on damp at the Museum with the Ottery Heritage Society 

Cllrs Feasey, Stewart and Grainger gave delegated authority to proceed with repairs to the 
Library roof at a cost of £1,347.50 

 
C/26/03/21     FINANCIAL MATTERS  

To consider and approve the February 2026 Receipts and Payments and Reconciliation 
reports  
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the February 2026 Receipts and Payments and Reconciliation 
reports.  
 

C/26/03/22     TO CONSIDER A RESPONSE TO THE GOVERNMENT LOCAL GOVERMENT 
REORGANISATION CONSULTATION  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-devon-
plymouth-and-torbay  
 
It was AGREED to share the information with parish with a link to the consultation.  
 
It was AGREED that the Cllrs Martin and Bennett will compile a response from the Council – 
the rest of the Council are also invited to take part with this.  
 

C/26/03/23     TO CONSIDER A SUITABLE DATE, LOCATION AND FORMAT FOR THE ANNUAL 
PARISH MEETING AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

 
It was AGREED the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 30th April.  Cllrs Feasey, 
Stewart and Peka will work with the Clerk to look at improving the format of the meeting to 
engage more residents.   
 

C/26/03/24     TO REVIEW COUNCILLORS VIEWS ON THE TIMINGS OF FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
FROM MAY 2026 AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

 
The results of the survey were noted. It was RESOLVED that Full Council meetings would 
remain at 7pm on the first Monday of each month (unless a bank holiday in which case the 
second Monday of the month).  
 

C/26/03/25     TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE MAYOR  
 
The Mayor sent a written report.  
 

C/26/03/26     TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK  
 
The Clerk sent a written report.  
 

C/26/03/27     TO NOTE ANY SPECIFIC CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  
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An update from LED was noted.  
 

C/26/03/28     TO NOTE ANY REPORTS PREVIOUSLY E-MAILED BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS 
ATTENDED  

 
Cllr Faithfull gave an update that Friends of Ottery Library are still working to protect the 
library from DCC cuts. 
Cllrs Feasey and Stewart have attended the Ottery Healthcare Forum. 
 

C/26/03/29     COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS ON COUNCILLORS BUSINESS  
 
There were none. 
 

C/26/03/30     DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 13TH APRIL 2026  
Reports & Appendix 1  
 
 

  
  
 
 
Meeting concluded at 21:26 
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