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OTTERY ST MARY TOWN COUNCIL 
Council Offices, The Old Convent, 8 Broad Street,  
Ottery St Mary. Devon EX11 1BZ 
Tel: 01404 812252 
E-mail: admin@otterystmary-tc.gov.uk   
Web Site: www.otterystmary-tc.gov.uk 
 
20 October 2025 
 
Dear Councillors 
 
I hereby give you notice that the Full Council Meeting [In-person] of OTTERY ST MARY TOWN 
COUNCIL will be held at 19:00 on Monday, November 3, 2025, at Ottery St. Mary Town Council. 
 
All members are hereby summoned to consider the matters detailed on the agenda below. 
 
Yours faithfully 

Kerry Kennell 
Town Clerk 
 
INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC/PRESS: 
The law requires that public access is possible and not restricted, unless in the case of an agreed 
confidential session. 
 

1. For members of the public/press that wish to speak at the meeting, under public 
participation, please raise your hand and wait for the Mayor to prompt you. 

2. For those who have no visual access to the meeting, Members will state their name before 
speaking and voting.  

3. The order of business may be changed by a decision of the Council and by resolution without 
notice.  

 
Note: Under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, any members of the 
public are allowed to take photographs, film and audio record the proceedings and report on all 
public meetings (including on social media).  If you are recording the meeting, you are asked to act 
in a reasonable manner and not disrupt the conduct of meetings for example by using intrusive 
lighting, flash photography or asking people to repeat statements for the benefit of the recording. 
You may not make an oral commentary during the meeting. The Mayor has the power to control 
public recording and/or reporting so it does not disrupt the meeting 
 
Mobile Phones, Pagers and Similar Devices – All persons attending this meeting are required to turn 
off Mobile Phones, Pagers and Similar Devices.  The Mayor may approve an exception to this request 
in special circumstances  

mailto:admin@otterystmary-tc.gov.uk
http://www.otterystmary-tc.gov.uk/
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AGENDA 
 
C/25/11/01 - Apologies for Absence 
C/25/11/01     Apologies for Absence  
To receive apologies for absence  
C/25/11/02 - Declarations andDisclosable Pecuniary Interests 
C/25/11/02     Declarations and Disclosable Pecuniary Interests  
To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and receipt of requests for new 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) dispensations for items on the Agenda  
C/25/11/03 - Admission to Meetings 
C/25/11/03     Admission to Meetings  
In consideration of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted): to agree any items to be dealt with after the public and press have been excluded  
C/25/11/04 - Public Participation 
C/25/11/04     Public Participation  
To allow members of the public present to submit questions/comments for consideration 
Individual contributions will be limited to 3 minutes 
C/25/11/05 - Minutes 
C/25/11/05     Minutes  
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council of 6th October 2025 (minute refs 
C25/10/01-C25/10/32) and Extraordinary meeting of 28th October 2025 (minute refs C25/10/33-
C25/10/38) and to approve the signing of the Minutes by the Mayor as a correct record  
C/25/11/06 - To receive Reports from the EDDC and DCC Councillors 
C/25/11/06     To receive Reports from the EDDC and DCC Councillors  
(if any)  
C/25/11/07 - Planning 
C/25/11/07     Planning  
C/25/11/07.1 - To note the Minutes of 21st October 2025 (minute refs P/25/10/01-P25/10/11 ) 

C/25/11/07.1     To note the Minutes of 21st October 2025 (minute refs P/25/10/01-
P25/10/11 )  

C/25/11/07.2 - To consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the Committee 
C/25/11/07.2     To consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the 
Committee  

• That no changes are required to the Pre Application Policy  

C/2/11/07.3 - To considr and determine observations on the following Planning Application: 
C/25/11/07.3     To consider and determine observations on the following Planning 
Application:  

Reference Applicant: Details: 

25/2109/TCA 

Dr Rod Baker 
Summercourt 
Ridgeway 
Ottery St Mary 
Devon 
EX11 1DT 

Lilac and Rowan: removal and 
the grind out stump and roots 
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C/25/11/08 - Finance and Strategic Planning Committee 
C/25/11/08     Finance and Strategic Planning Committee  
 
25/11/08.1 - To note the minutes of the meeting of 13th October 2025 (minute refs FSP/25/10/01 
- FSP/25/10/17) 

C/25/11/08.1     To note the minutes of the meeting of 13th October 2025 (minute refs 
FSP/25/10/01 - FSP/25/10/17)  

C/25/11/08.2 - To conder (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the Committee 
C/25/11/08.2     To consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the 
Committee  

It was RECOMMENDED that the Council: 

• that up to £2,000 for the cost of the removal, fitting and installation of two doors is 
awarded to Escot Village Hall Committee   
• that £1500 is awarded to Operation Rudolph 
• that The Community Grant Policy and Large Grant Policy is updated to include a 
new requirement: All successful applicants must publicly acknowledge and thank 
Ottery St Mary Town Council for their support demonstrating how their grant has 
been used and what different it has made to the organisation.  

C/25/11/09 - Commity Infrastructure Committee 
C/25/11/09     Community Infrastructure Committee  
C/25/11/09.1 - To note the Mnutes of 20th October 2025 (minute refs CI/25/10/01-025/10/18) 

C/25/11/09.1     To note the Minutes of 20th October 2025 (minute refs CI/25/10/01-
025/10/18)  

C/25/11/09.2 - To consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the Committee 
C/25/11/09.2     To consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the 
Committee  

It was RECOMMENDED that the Council: 

• that the Council agree on the intended purpose of the EV charges, as this will inform 
how the pricing is set. Specifically, the Council should consider whether the service is 
primarily for local residents without access to a driveway, or for individuals living, 
working, or socialising in the town who may need to top up their vehicle charge.  

C/25/11/10 - OperationsCommittee 
C/25/11/10     Operations Committee  
C/25/11/10.1 - To nte the Minutes of 23rd October 2025 (minute refs O/25/10/01-0/25/10/16) 

C/25/11/10.1     To note the Minutes of 23rd October 2025 (minute refs O/25/10/01-
0/25/10/16)  

C/25/11/10.2 - To consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the Committee 
C/25/11/10.2     To consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the 
Committee  

It was RECOMMENDED that the Council: 

• that following advice from Maverick and DCC the skatepark access improvements 
are put on hold and the skatepark remains open with the current access 
arrangements 
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• that the Council accept the updated costs in relation to the PlayZone project 
covering wildflower planting, the installation of bins, benches and cycle racks and the 
removal of topsoil 
• that the Council investigate the options to rationalise the accessway and parking in 
front of the building as a priority 

/25/11/11 - o receivean Primary School to Thorne Farm, Ottery St Mary 
C/25/11/11     To receive an update regarding the proposal to transfer Tipton St John Church of 
England Primary School to Thorne Farm, Ottery St Mary  
/25/1112 - To review the report regarding the Coleridge Pre-School building and make 
recommendations/decisions as appropriate 
C/25/11/12     To review the report regarding the Coleridge Pre-School building and make 
recommendations/decisions as appropriate  
5/11/13 - To note the current situation regarding Local Government Review and make decsions as 
appropriate 
C/25/11/13     To note the current situation regarding Local Government Review and make 
decisions as appropriate  
25/11/14 - To consider applications for the two Town ward Councillor vacancies and to co-opt to 
fill the vacancies as appropriate 
C/25/11/14     To consider applications for the two Town ward Councillor vacancies and to co-
opt to fill the vacancies as appropriate  
/25/11/15 - To consider next steps to agree proposed areas for installation of 20mph zone outside 
f the town and to make decisions as appropriate 
C/25/11/15     To consider next steps to agree proposed areas for installation of 20mph zone 
outside of the town and to make decisions as appropriate  
C/25/11/16 - Confirmation of decisions made under the Scheme of Delegation 
C/25/11/16     Confirmation of decisions made under the Scheme of Delegation  
Cllrs Johns, Stewart and Grainger gave delegated authority to buy furniture for the Station Hub 
using grant funding. 
/25/11/17 - Financal Matters 
C/25/11/17     Financial Matters  
To consider and approve the October 2025 Receipts and Payments and Reconciliation reports  
C/25/11/18 - To consider Report from the Mayor 
C/25/11/18     To consider Report from the Mayor  
/25/11/19 - To consider Report from the Town Clerk 
C/25/11/19     To consider Report from the Town Clerk  
C/25/11/20 - To note any specific correspondence received 
C/25/11/20     To note any specific correspondence received  
/25/11/21 - To not any reports previously e-mailed by Councillors of Meetings attended 
C/25/11/21     To note any reports previously e-mailed by Councillors of Meetings attended  
C/25/11/22 - Councillors Questions on Councillors Business 
C/25/11/22     Councillors Questions on Councillors Business  
C/25/11/23 - Date of the next meeting: Monday 1st December 2025 
C/25/11/23     Date of the next meeting: Monday 1st December 2025  
Reports & Appendix 1  
 
Appendices  
  
   
K01H UYB7BUUW4ROXZ7IWFCYYXG L57OXRPY2_01H UYB7BQM3MC7T4WNNZDICE7XNRMFX2L5  
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Ottery St Mary Town Council 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF Full Council Meeting [In-person] held on Monday 06 
October 2025 at 19:00.The meeting was held in the Tipton St John Community Hall, Tipton St John 
EX10 OAF. 
 
Present:   Cllrs Vicky Johns (Mayor), Dean Stewart, Peter Faithfull, Richard Grainger, 
Richard Copus, Vicky Johns, Janice Aherne, Ben Feasey and Sarah Martin 
In Attendance:  DCC Cllr Bailey, Kerry Kennell (Town Clerk) and 18 members of the public 
Minute Taker:  Kerry Kennell (Town Clerk) 
 
C/25/10/1     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To receive apologies for absence  
Apologies were noted from EDDC Cllr Bethany Collins.  During the meeting apologies were 
received from Cllr Sneller.  The Mayor reminded all Councillors to provide their apologies at 
the earliest opportunity if they are unable to attend a meeting.  
 

C/25/10/2     DECLARATIONS AND DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS  
To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and receipt of requests for new 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) dispensations for items on the Agenda  
 

Cllr Aherne 
Agenda item 13 – Cllr Aherne declared an ‘affects NRI’ as a resident of 
Tipton St John.  

Cllr Faithfull 
No interests declared.  During the meeting Cllr Faithfull declared an 
'Affects NRI' as the Council representative for the Friends of Ottery Library. 

Cllr Grainger No interests declared.  
Cllr Johns No interests declared.  
Cllr Martin No interests declared.  
Cllr Feasey No interests declared.  
Cllr Copus No interests declared.  
Cllr Stewart No interests declared.  
 

C/25/10/3     ADMISSION TO MEETINGS  
In consideration of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted): to agree any items to be dealt with after the public and press have been 
excluded  
 
It was RESOLVED that the following agenda items would be discussed in Confidential session 
if any information relating to the organisations finances was discussed: C/25/09/9.2 To 
consider (and approve if appropriate) recommendations from the committee.  
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C/25/10/4     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
To allow members of the public present to submit questions/comments for consideration 
Individual contributions will be limited to 3 minutes 
It was AGREED this would be delayed until Cllr Bailey arrived at the meeting as parishioners' 
concerns related to excessive speed in Fairmile.  It was AGREED to delay agenda item 
C/25/10/7 
 

C/25/10/5     MINUTES  
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council of 1st September 2025 (minute 
refs C25/09/01-C25/09/22) and to approve the signing of the Minutes by the Mayor as a 
correct record  
The minutes of 1st September 2025 were approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct 
record of the meeting. 
 

C/25/10/6     TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS  
(if any)  
EDDC Cllr Johns sent a written report. 
EDDC Cllr Collins sent a written report. 
EDDC Cllr Faithfull – Cllr Faithfull advised that the site Otry-20 is now for employment only 
and that the housing element has been removed. Cllr Faithfull advised that at this site the 
overspill at the pumping station comes into stream then into the River Otter. EDDC prefer 
the 1-4-5 model for Local Government reorganisation. EDDC are looking to increase their 
housing stock by 500 houses. EDDC are looking at forming a LATCO (local authority trading 
company) to take over waste and recycling.  
DCC Cllr Bailey advised that she was hopeful that the issue with the drains in Brook Street 
has been resolved.   Cllr Bailey has a Locality Budget of £8,000 for community groups.  Cllr 
Bailey advised that if any additional double yellow lines are required residents should get in 
touch with Cllr Bailey or the Council within the next couple of weeks. 
Lighting at Coleridge Bridge – DCC Bailey advised that she had received an initial response 
saying that the approach and bridge itself would need to be lit which could create ecology 
concerns. DCC Bailey will ask DCC ecologists for their input and ask them to consider more 
sympathetic lighting options, potentially solar powered.  
 

C/25/10/7     TO CONSIDER CONCERNS RAISED BY FAIRMILE RESIDENTS IN RELATION TO 
VOLUME AND SPEED OF TRAFFIC AND TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS/DECISIONS AS 
APPROPRIATE  
 
See C/25/10/15 

 
C/25/10/8     PLANNING  
C/25/10/8.1     TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF 30TH SEPTEMBER 2025 (MINUTE REFS P/25/09/01-
P25/09/10)  
The minutes of 30th September 2025 were noted.  

 
C/25/10/9     FINANCE AND STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE  
C/25/10/9.1     TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 9TH SEPTEMBER 2025 (MINUTE 
REFS FSP/25/09/01 - FSP/25/09/16)  
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The minutes of 9th September 2025 were noted. 
 

C/25/10/9.2     TO CONSIDER (AND APPROVE IF APPROPRIATE) RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 
COMMITTEE  

Cllr Faithfull declared an interest as Town Council representative for Friends of Ottery Library 
It was RESOLVED that: 
 

• £700 is awarded to the Friends of Ottery Library   Cllr Faithfull abstained.  

• £500 is awarded to Ottery St Mary Handbell Ringers on the condition of the grant 
offer stipulating that their fleeces should be purchased locally. 

• All committees will consider whether they will be working on any large projects for 
26/27 which will need to be included in the budget. 

 
C/25/10/10     TO NOTE THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR'S REPORT AND CERTIFICATE 2024/25 AND 
DECIDE WHAT ACTION IS REQUIRED  
The external auditors report and certificate 2024/25 were noted.  Although risk assessment had 
been carried out throughout the year, there was not a minute to show that ALL risk assessments 
had been carried out.   A whole Council risk assessment will be scheduled annually moving 
forwards.  

 
C/25/10/11     COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE  
C/25/10/11.1     TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF 15TH SEPTEMBER 2025 (MINUTE REFS CI/25/09/01-
025/09/19)  
The minutes of 15th September 2025 were noted.  

 
C/25/10/12     OPERATIONS COMMITTEE  
C/25/10/12.1     TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF 25TH SEPTEMBER 2025 (MINUTE REFS O/25/09/01-
025/09/17)  
The minutes of 25th September 2025 were noted.  

 
C/25/10/12.2     TO CONSIDER (AND APPROVE IF APPROPRIATE) RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 
THE COMMITTEE  

It was RESOLVED that: 

• Girl Guiding are given notice on their licence to use the Portacabin for storage and 
are offered 50% of the space in the adjacent portacabin if they pay 50% of the 
Council rates for the portacabin. 

• The remainder of  Portacabin 2 is used by the Council for storage of gazebos and 
tables 

• The Council proceed with the survey recommendations for works at the Library and 
instruct South West Concrete Repairs (SWCR) to carry out the repairs liaising with 
Libraries Unlimited to confirm suitable dates for completion of the works 

• that the Council write to the Heritage Society to state that the survey by Orchard 
Masons shows that the works required are not structural and should therefore be 
carried out by the Heritage Society under the terms of their lease 
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• that the Council responds to the correspondence from OSM Bowling Club to give 
permission (as landlord) for the installation of solar panels and to confirm that the 
Club can make grant applications to both the Council and EDDC.  

C/25/10/13     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER TIPTON ST 
JOHN CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL TO THORNE FARM, OTTERY ST MARY  
There is no update.  

 
C/25/10/14     TO NOTE THE CURRENT SITUATION REGARDING LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW 
AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
The Clerk is meeting with EDDC to discuss community asset transfers.  A meeting is being held by 
Honiton Town Council on 15th October which the Clerk and Cllr Stewart will attend.  
 
C/25/10/15     TO CONSIDER CONCERNS RAISED BY FAIRMILE RESIDENTS IN RELATION TO 
VOLUME AND SPEED OF TRAFFIC AND TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS/DECISIONS AS 
APPROPRIATE  
 
The meeting was suspended to allow members of the public to express their concerns. 
 
DCC Cllr Bailey advised that she could use her locality budget to put towards a vehicle activated 
sign if the Council was able to purchase one. It was noted that part of the area is in Talaton parish. 
It was asked if Fairmile could be added to the list for 20mph?  The Council is waiting for feedback 
from DCC regarding reduced speed limits outside of the town centre.  
A resident has purchased their own speed camera and advised that vehicles are regularly 
exceeding the speed limit.   
It was AGREED that the Clerk will provide contact details to the Police regarding the creation of a 
Speed Watch group.  
A resident raised concern about run off from the fields at the top as the run off comes into the 
cottages which need sand bags there all the time.   Cllr Bailey will speak to the Flood Team. 
It was AGREED that a meeting will be arranged in Fairmile to which the Police, DCC Cllr Bailey, 
Town Councillors and Talaton Parish Council will be invited to attend.   

 
C/25/10/16     TO CONSIDER WHAT ACTION THE COUNCIL CAN TAKE TO ENSURE PROTECTION 
OF THE CONSERVATION AREA WITHIN THE TOWN AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
It was noted that Boots have painted and repaired their frontage. The Council Shop Front Fund is 
slowly helping to improve the appearance of the parish. Members of the Council will be attending 
DALC training on Heritage and Preservation.  It was AGREED that this agenda item will be 
considered after the training.  The Clerk will send the 'Ottery St Mary Interim Conservation Area 
Review' to the Council.   
 
C/25/10/17     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM THE SAFE CYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS 
WORKING GROUP AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
The minutes from the Safe Cycle and Pedestrian Access Working Group were noted.  

 
C/25/10/18     TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO COMPLETE THE EXPRESSION OF WISH FORM FOR 
FUNDING FROM THE OPCC TO EXTEND CCTV COVERAGE WITHIN THE TOWN  
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It was RESOLVED to complete the Expression of Wish form for funding from the OPCC to extend 
CCTV coverage within the town.  

 
C/25/10/19     TO AGREE A RESPONSE TO THE EDDC TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL 
COMMUNICATION SURVEY  
It was AGREED that the Clerk would complete the survey on behalf of the Council.  

 
C/25/10/20     TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE DCC NEIGHBOURHOOD HIGHWAYS 
OFFICER REGARDING RIDGEWAY AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE 
It was RESOLVED that the Council should try and recruit road wardens to carry out work 
throughout the parish including clearance of the Leat.  It was RESOLVED that the Council will 
complete a further application to the Road Warden scheme if required as the scheme had not 
progressed due to an absence of volunteers.   

 
C/25/10/21     TO CONSIDER APPLICATIONS FOR THE TOWN WARD COUNCILLOR VACANCY AND 
TO CO-OPT TO FILL THE VACANCY AS APPROPRIATE  
There were no applications.  The vacancy will be readvertised for appointment by co-option.   

 
C/25/10/22     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE EV CHARGERS AT THE STATION AND TO 
CONSIDER WHETHER THE GATE TO THE STATION HUB SHOULD REMAIN UNLOCKED TO ALLOW 
ACCESS TO THE EV CHARGERS  
It was RESOLVED that the gates at the Hub will be left unlocked.  There was a discussion regarding 
whether this should be 24/7.  It was RESOLVED that the gates will be closed during SPACE sessions 
on Monday and Thursdays but that EV charging will be available at all other times.  

 
C/25/10/23     TO CONSIDER WHETHER THE COUNCIL WILL PURCHASE SAND TO FILL THE 
SANDBAGS IF REQUIRED AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
It was AGREED there is no demand for sand to fill the sandbags but this will be monitored.  

 
C/25/10/24     TO CONSIDER NEXT STEPS TO AGREE PROPOSED AREAS FOR INSTALLATION OF 
20MPH ZONE OUTSIDE OF THE TOWN AND TO MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
There is no update.  

 
C/25/10/25     CONFIRMATION OF DECISIONS MADE UNDER THE SCHEME OF DELEGATION  
There were none.  

 
C/25/10/26     FINANCIAL MATTERS  
It was RESOLVED to approve the August 2025 Receipts and Payments and Reconciliation Report 
(except the Current Account) and September 2025 Receipts and Payments and Reconciliation 
reports for all accounts.  

 
C/25/10/27     TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE MAYOR  
The Mayor’s report was noted.  

 
C/25/10/28     TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK  
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The Clerk’s report was noted.  The Allotment Committee asked whether the Council would pay for 
them to have a tree at the Christmas Tree Festival. The Council already pay for one tree which it 
was felt covers the Council in its entirety which includes the allotments.  

 
C/25/10/29     TO NOTE ANY SPECIFIC CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  
The open letter sent from Richard Foord, MP to Susan Davy, SWW regarding the River Otter was 
noted.  
The resignation from the Council from Stewart Lucas was noted.  The Clerk will advise EDDC of the 
vacancy.   

 
C/25/10/30     TO NOTE ANY REPORTS PREVIOUSLY E-MAILED BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS 
ATTENDED  
Cllr Aherne’s visit to the allotment presentation was noted. 

 
C/25/10/31    COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS ON COUNCILLORS BUSINESS 
There were none.  

 
C/25/10/32     DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2025  

Reports & Appendix 1  
  
Meeting concluded at 21:30 
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Chair’s initials ___________ 

Ottery St Mary Town Council 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the Planning meeting  held on Tuesday 21 October 2025 at 18:31. The 
meeting was held in the Ottery St. Mary Town Council (8 Broad Street, Ottery St. 
Mary, Devon, EX11 1BZ) 
 
 
Present: Ottery St Mary Town Council Admin, Cllrs Richard Grainger (Chair), Richard 
Copus (Deputy Chair) , Vicky Johns (Mayor) and  Sarah Martin 
One member of public attended. Cllr Peter Faithfull joined the meeting at 19.00. Cllr 
Faithfull is not a member of the Planning Committee. 
Minute Taker: Jane Bushby Ottery St Mary Town Council Admin 
 
 
P/25/10/01     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To receive apologies for absence  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Janice Aherne 
 

P/25/10/02     DECLARATIONS AND DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS  
To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and receipt of requests 
for new Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) dispensations for items on the 
Agenda  
 

Cllr Richard Grainger No declaration made 

Cllr Richard Copus No declaration made 

Cllr Vicky Johns No declaration made 

Cllr Sarah Martin No declaration made 

 
 
 

P/25/10/03     ADMISSION TO MEETINGS  
In consideration of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted): to agree any items to be dealt with after the public and 
press have been excluded  
 

P/25/10/04     REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE AND ITEMS REFERRED TO THE 
COMMITTEE  

a) Notification of Tree works considered an exemption to TPO 79/0002/TPO 1 
Tipton Lodge, Tipton St John, Sidmouth, EX10 0AW – notice had been 
circulated to the Committee 
b) To review the Pre Application Policy and agree any recommendations, 
where appropriate. A review was carried out by the Committee. The 
Committee recommended that no changes were required.  
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P/25/10/05     MINUTES  
To receive the Minutes of the Planning Meeting of the Town Council of 30th 
September 2025 and to approve the signing of the Minutes by the Chair as a correct 
record. 
The minutes of the Planning Meeting were signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 
 

P/25/10/06     PLANNING DECISIONS RECEIVED  

25/0596/FUL  
Gosford Pines Farm Gosford 
Ottery St Mary EX11 1LX 

Approval with conditions 

25/1709/FUL  
Cadhay Barton Cadhay Ottery 
St Mary Devon EX11 1QY 

Approval with conditions 

25/1192/FUL  
 
Changing rooms, Strawberry 
Lane, OSM, EX11 1RG 

Approval with conditions 

25/1275/FUL  
Tipton St John Cricket 
Pavilion, Tipton St John, EX10 
0AF 

Approval with conditions 

25/1341/PIP  
Land East Of Tipton Vale 
Metcombe 

PIP Grant of Permission in Principle  

25/1795/AGR  
Metcombe Green, Higher 
Metcombe, OSM, EX11 1SS 

Deemed Consent  

25/1700/FUL  
11 Washbrook View Ottery St 
Mary Devon EX11 1EP 

Approval with conditions 

 

 
 
 
 
P/25/10/07     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

To assist with the smooth running of the meeting, the Chair will allow members of the 
public present to submit questions/comments relating to items on the agenda for 
consideration prior to the application being heard. Individual contributions will be 
limited to 3 minutes. Where there is a group of objectors or supporters for an 
application, a spokesperson should be appointed to speak on behalf of the group. 
The Chair will invite the member of public to speak, after the application has been 
introduced. 
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P/25/10/08     TO CONSIDER AND DETERMINE OBSERVATIONS ON THE FOLLOWING PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS:  

 Reference             Applicant                       Details 

 1) 25/1930/FUL 
 
25/1931/LBC 

 Ben & Victoria 

Smith 
Proposed demolition of lean-to 
extension to the north of the main 
dwelling and the construction of a 
replacement; conversion of attached 
agricultural buildings to form 
extension to existing dwelling with the 
demolition and rebuild of the lean-to 
extension to the north of the rear 
barn, change of use of agricultural 
yard to residential garden (extension 
to curtilage), partial demolition of 2 no. 
barns and demolition of 1 no. bar 
Halls Farm, Higher Metcombe, OSM, 
EX11 1SS 

Town Council comments; 
The Town Council were unable to consider application 25/1930/FUL due to the 
inability to view the application on the EDDC planning portal. EDDC planning 
department were unresponsive when contact made. 
25/1931/LBC 
The Town Council do not support this application based on the following; 
Reference made to Historic England listing number 1213329 Jan 1974;  
This List entry helps identify the building designated at this address for its 

special architectural or historic interest. Unless the List entry states otherwise, 

it includes both the structure itself and any object or structure fixed to it 

(whether inside or outside) as well as any object or structure within the 

curtilage of the building. For these purposes, to be included within the curtilage 

of the building, the object or structure must have formed part of the land since 

before 1st July 1948.The proposed alterations include buildings within the 

curtilage.  The property is listed at Grade II* recognising its high levels of 

architectural and historic significance and forms the top 8% of all listed 

buildings in England.  

Grade II* is in respect of ancient quality of construction and the proposed 

changes would affect this. 

The Town Council can not support Change of Use from agricultural land to 
residential as it affects the character of the listed site. 

 2) 25/2000/FUL Callum Dyckes Formation of off road parking 
3 Bridgefield, OSM, EX11 1HL 

Town Council comments; 
The Town Council support the application subject to DCC highways approval. 
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 3) 25/1973/FUL Mr & Mrs Morgan First floor extension to dwelling 
Little Waxway, OSM, EX11 1QD 

Town Council comments; 
The Town Council support the application, noting the comprehensive bat 
survey and comments of Natural England. 

 4) 25/1997/FUL Mr & Mrs Badek Demolition of existing garage 
extension. Construction of two storey 
side and rear extensions, replacement 
porch, alteration to fenestration and 
new detached garage 
3 Orchard Close, OSM, EX11 1HT 

Town Council comments; 
The Town Council support the application. 

 5) 25/1746/FUL Mr David Huxtable Replacement garage 
Crosshills Lodge, Lancercombe, 
Sidmouth, EX10 0JX 

Town Council comments; 
The Town Council support the application and would like to see provision for 
rain water harvesting ie installation of a water butt. 

 6) 25/1998/VAR   Mr Sellick & Miss 
Hill 

Retrospective Variation of condition 1 
(approved plans) and removal of 
condition 5 (materials) on planning 
permission 24/1390/FUL (Proposed 
detached garage and store), to 
include additional windows to the 
garage and store and receipt of a 
schedule of materials. 
Long Range, Whimple, EX5 2QT  

Town Council comments;  
The Town Council do not support this application. The building can be 
completed without the removal of condition 5. The reason for Condition 5 
stated;  To ensure that the materials are sympathetic to the character and 
appearance of the area in accordance with Policy D1 (Design and Local 
Distinctiveness) of the adopted East Devon Local Plan 2013-2031. 

 
 
P/25/10/09     TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS RELATING TO PLANNING MATTERS 
 
A copy of the Ottery St Mary Interim Conservation Area Report had previously been 
submitted to the Committee. Cllr Copus offered to prepare a draft review document for 
discussion. The Committee resolved that a review should be carried out.  

 
P/25/10/10     DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:  TBC  

 
  
  
 
 
Meeting concluded at 19.31 
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OTTERY ST MARY TOWN COUNCIL 

Policy for Pre-Application Planning Consultation 

 

Version Author Details Dates created Date 
approved and 

ref 

1 Christine 
McIntyre 

Draft and 
Approved 

  2020 

2 Kerry Kennell Reviewed June 2023 5 June 2023 
23/05/23 

3 Kerry Kennell Draft  October 2025  

 

Purpose 

Ottery St Mary Town Council (`the Council`) welcomes the opportunity  for pre-application 
planning discussions with applicants and/or developers and their agents, before a planning 
application is submitted (should the Council be  approached by any of the aforementioned 
parties for pre-application planning discussions and/or the Council considers it advisable). 
These discussions may be beneficial to both applicants and the residents of  Ottery St Mary. 
The  Council is a statutory consultee for all planning applications in the Parish of Ottery St 
Mary.  Its role is to comment on applications and forward recommendations to the local 
planning authority East Devon  District Council (EDDC ) . The Council has chosen to adopt a 
policy for pre-application planning consultations and engagement 

Confidentiality 

The Council will not treat as confidential any request for pre-application consultation or 

engagement. Any information provided will be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of 

Information Act 2000. From the outset the developer must identify information which the 

Council cannot share or make public and give reasons for this. Confidentiality of 

communications about the development will rarely be justified even if the developer’s 

interest is sensitive 

  Public Access 

The Council will discuss pre-application submissions at a Council or Planning Committee 

meeting. These meetings are open to the public and the minutes of such meetings are 

available to all via the Council’s website. The Council may invite developers to attend a 

Council meeting at which the public are present, to give a presentation on their proposal. 

This will help to ensure that the developer’s communications with the Council are 

transparent. The Council  will not normally hold private meetings with developers unless 

there is a necessary and compelling reason which could be justified to the public (for 

example a strong commercial sensitivity, where a developer wishes to receive an initial 

steer before deciding whether to progress). It is however, the councillors at the Council 
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meeting who will decide if there are grounds to exclude the public from the meeting when 

the proposed development is being considered. 

 
Pre-application community engagement (PACE) 
The Council will encourage developers to carry out engagement with the local 
community before submitting plans for significant or complex developments. Any 
PACE meeting must meet the following expectations: 

 
1. The venue is convenient and accessible in the community. 
2. Sufficient and timely publicity within the community and to all likely interested 

parties. The timing of the meeting should be appropriate to allow as wide a range 
of people as possible to attend. 

3. That there is a genuinely open mind and willingness to adapt plans in response 
to community feedback. 

4. The developer meets all reasonable costs for the hosting of the public meeting 
including the provision of large scale paper plans for display purposes. 
Councillors are advised not to attend separate private briefings as part of public 
consultation, but instead to attend a public event. 

 
Individual Councillor’s discussions 

 
a. Councillors must be aware of their obligations under the Council’s Code of 

Conduct. 
b. Individual Councillors must not enter into informal discussions of possible 

future applications with a developer; to do so may lead to a complaint for a 
potential breach of the Code 

c. Any informal discussions must involve a minimum of three councillors and the 
Clerk/Administrator . 

d. Where a site meeting is needed, the Council will nominate at least two 
councillors to attend 

 
A developer should not attempt to lobby individual members; if this occurs, the Council 
reserves the right to withdraw from any pre-application process. 
 

Applicants, developers and agents are reminded that it is an offence under s.1 Bribery Act 

2010 for a developer or their agent to promise or give a financial or other advantage to a 

Council or Councillor with the expectation of an improper consideration of a planning 

application. 

Councillor Communications 

Informal meetings and telephone conversations between a developer and councillors or the 

Administrator  will be documented in writing and are subject to disclosure under the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000. Furthermore, the Council will report that a meeting has 

taken place at the next full Council meeting and a brief overview of the discussions will be 

given at the meeting. The Clerk will make the arrangements for any meetings requested by 

developers with councillors, attend and write a follow-up letter. If there is a legitimate reason 

for confidentiality regarding the proposal, the Council will keep a written record of the 

confidential and non-confidential issues. 
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Pre-Determination 
Councillors should avoid expressing any detailed opinion or prior view which might be 
viewed as pre-determination. To this end, a formal meeting arranged by the Council 
could include the following suggested wording on the meeting agenda or invitation: 

 `While Members may express an opinion for or against the proposal at 
  this meeting, our minds are not closed and we will only come to a 
  conclusion on whether we should support the scheme or offer an objection 
  after we have listened to the full debate. 

A similar statement could also be read out and clearly stated at the start of an informal 

meeting, to make it clear that members  attending are not pre-determining their position 

on a proposal. Councillors could also include the words ‘in principle’ or ‘subject to ..’ 

when expressing their views to further emphasise that any opinions given at this stage 

are not pre-judging a proposal in advance of a formal planning application. 
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Ottery St Mary Town Council 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF Finance & Strategic Management Committee [In-person] 
held on Monday 13 October 2025 at 17:00.The meeting was held in the Ottery St. Mary Town 
Council Offices, 8 Broad Street, EX11 1BZ 
 
 
Present:   Cllrs Ben Feasey, Dean Stewart (Chair), Janice Aherne, Richard Grainger 
(Vice Chair) and Vicky Johns (Mayor) 
In Attendance: Kerry Kennell, Town Clerk 
Minute Taker:  Kerry Kennell, Town Clerk 
 
 
FSP/25/10/01     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To receive apologies for absence  
 
There were none.  
 

FSP/25/10/02     DECLARATIONS AND DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS  
To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and receipt of requests for new 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) dispensations for items on the Agenda  
 

Cllr Stewart 
Agenda item 25/10/06 - Cllr Stewart declared an 'affects NRI' as a director of the 
Ottery Larder. 

Cllr 
Grainger 

No interests declared. 

Cllr Feasey No interests declared. 

Cllr Aherne No interests declared.  

Cllr Johns  
Agenda item 25/10/06 - Cllr Johns declared an 'affects NRI' as a director of the Ottery 
Larder. 

 
 

FSP/25/10/03     ADMISSION TO MEETINGS  
In consideration of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted): to agree any items to be dealt with after the public and press have been 
excluded  
 
It was RESOLVED that Agenda item FSP/25/10/06 - Consideration of Community Grant 
Applications would be discussed in Confidential Session as they include information relating 
to the organisation finances.  
 

FSP/25/10/04     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
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To allow members of the public present to submit questions/comments for consideration 
Individual contributions will be limited to 3 minutes 
 
There were none.  
 

FSP/25/10/05     MINUTES  
To receive the Minutes of the Finance and Strategic Planning Committee meeting of 9th 
September 2025 (FSP/25/09/01 - FSP/25/09/16) by the Chair as a correct record  
 
The minutes of 9th September 2025 were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record 
of the meeting.  
 

FSP/25/10/06     CONSIDERATION OF COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATIONS  
Grant applications received from Escot Village Hall, Operation Rudolph and any further 
applications received  
 
Under s.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the council resolved to 
exclude the press and public from the meeting since publicity would be prejudicial to the 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.     
 
A representative from Escot Village Hall discussed their grant application. 
 
It was RECOMMENDED that the cost of the two doors is awarded up to £2,000 for removal, 
fitting and installation. 
 
A representative from Operation Rudolph discussed their grant application. 
 
It was RECOMMENDED that £1500 is awarded to Operation Rudolph. Cllrs Johns and 
Stewart abstained. 
 
The Confidential Session ended.  
 

FSP/25/10/07     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING WORK ON THE STRATEGY DOCUMENT 
AND TO MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

 
Cllrs Stewart and Feasey are working on an updated document and will be meeting with the 
Clerk later this month.  
 

FSP/25/10/08     TO ENSURE THAT THE COUNCIL HAS A YOUTH STRATEGY AND MAKE DECISIONS 
AS APPROPRIATE  
 

This will be carried out as part of the work on the overall strategy document.  
 

FSP/25/10/09     TO REVIEW THE COMMUNITY GRANT POLICY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
AS APPROPRIATE  
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It was RECOMMENDED that The Community Grant Policy and Large Grant Policy is 
updated to include a new requirement: All successful applicants must publicly 
acknowledge and thank Ottery St Mary Town Council for their support 
demonstrating how their grant has been used and what different it has made to the 
organisation. This change reflects the Council’s commitment to transparency and 
community engagement. By giving appropriate credit and publicity, grant recipients 
help highlight the positive impact of Council funding and encourage wider awareness 
of local initiatives. This update ensures that the Council’s support is recognised and 
celebrated within the community. 

 
FSP/25/10/10     TO CONSIDER BUDGET FOR 2026/27 AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS AS 
APPROPRIATE  

 
The Budget for 2026/27 will need careful consideration to ensure that it covers the annual 
costs of the Council and includes any projects.   The Clerk will be presenting a report on 
Coleridge Pre-School to the Full Council for consideration of the next steps.  It was noted 
that the Station building could be sold to allow for investment in a more fit for purpose 
building as the current building is on the edge of town, although it was agreed that with 
proposed housing development this will not then be the case.  
 

FSP/25/10/11     TO CONSIDER THE IMPACT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION AND 
POTENTIAL CHANGES TO THE COUNCIL'S RESPONSIBILITIES  

The Clerk has met with EDDC to have an initial discussion about community asset transfer.  
It is anticipated that assets could start being transferred from November 2026.  

 
FSP/25/10/12     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING S106 MONIES AND MAKE DECISIONS AS 
APPROPRIATE  

The Clerk has signed up with EDDC to enable the public consultation to be held on the 
Commonplace platform.  The initial set up has been completed and confirmation is required 
regarding how to progress the proposal at Land of Canaan as EDDC have indicated that it is 
not sensible to proceed with investigation of the Council leasing a part of the land when, as 
part of community asset transfer, the Land of Canaan in its entirety could be transferred to 
the Council.   
 

FSP/25/10/13     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM THE CLERK REGARDING ANY OUTSTANDING 
ISSUES AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

There were none.  
 

FSP/25/10/14     TO NOTE ANY SPECIFIC CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  
 

FSP/25/10/15     TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS FROM MEMBERS  
There were none.  
 

FSP/25/10/16     TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS  
 There were none.  

 
FSP/25/10/17     DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: 11TH NOVEMBER 2025  
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Reports & Appendix 1  
 

  
  
 
 
Meeting concluded at 18:30 
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Ottery St Mary Town Council 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF Community Infrastructure Committee [In-person] held on 
Monday 20 October 2025 at 17:00.The meeting was held in the Ottery St. Mary Town Council 
Offices, 8 Broad Street, Ottery St Mary EX11 1BZ 
 
Present:   Cllrs Dean Stewart (Chair), Richard Grainger, Vicky Johns (Mayor), Nick 
Sneller (Vice Chair) and Sarah Martin 
In Attendance: Emma Grainger, Joe Williams and Kerry Kennell, Town Clerk 
Minute Taker:  Kerry Kennell, Town Clerk 
 
C/25/10/01     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To receive apologies for absence  
 
No apologies were received from Cllr Copus.  
 

C/25/10/02     DECLARATIONS AND DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS  
To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and receipt of requests for new 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) dispensations for items on the Agenda  
 

Cllr Stewart No interests declared.  

Cllr Johns No interests declared.  

Cllr Martin No interests declared.  

Cllr Sneller No interests declared. 

 
C/25/10/03     ADMISSION TO MEETINGS  

In consideration of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted): to agree any items to be dealt with after the public and press have been 
excluded  
 
There were none.  
 

C/25/10/04     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
To allow members of the public present to submit questions/comments for consideration 
Individual contributions will be limited to 3 minutes 
 
Nothing was raised. 
 

C/25/10/05     MINUTES  
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Infrastructure Committee of 15th 
September 2025 (minute refs CI/25/09/01 - CI/25/09/19) and to approve the signing of the 
Minutes by the Chair as a correct record  

Page 29



 

Chair’s initials ___________ 

 
The minutes of the meeting of 15th September 2025 were approved and signed by the Chair 
as a true record of the meeting.  
 
Cllr Sneller joined the meeting. 
 

C/25/10/06     VISIT OTTERY  
A.  To receive an update regarding the Visit Ottery website 
The Visit Ottery website is being kept updated.  More businesses have taken up the 
opportunity to have a free link.  It was noted that the prioritisation within the search engine 
could be improved. It was AGREED that this feedback will be passed on to Ignyte. 
 
B.  To receive an update regarding updating the Visit Ottery guide 
The Clerk is due to meet with three businesses later this week.   

C.  To consider any other issues in relation to the Visit Ottery project 
It was noted that the Visit Ottery’s social media posts have improved significantly and are 
now receiving much greater engagement and attention. 
 

C/25/10/07     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE TRANSPORT STUDY NEXT STEPS AND 
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE NEXT STEPS  

 
The Committee reaffirmed its priority to widen footpaths wherever possible to improve 
pedestrian safety and accessibility. A lengthy discussion was held regarding the location of 
bus stops and the implications for footpath space. Clarification will be sought from Devon 
County Council (DCC) on whether relocating bus stops to Mill Street and Hind Street is a 
viable option, as there appears to be a contradiction between earlier conversations involving 
Callidus and the Council, and more recent feedback. The Council will also ask whether 
Diagram 6.3 can be implemented without moving the bus stops, and whether the pavement 
near Sainsbury’s could be narrowed to accommodate a bus stop near the telephone box. It 
was noted that the temporary bus stop installed in Mill Street during recent repairs 
functioned smoothly. The Council will invite DCC to visit the town to assess options in 
person. Additionally, clarification will be sought on the cost of installing a crossing, and 
whether this work must be carried out by DCC or if there is an approved contractor list that 
can be used. 
 

C/25/10/08     TO REVIEW AVAILABLE GRANTS AND PROGRESS APPLICATIONS IF SUITABLE FOR 
COMMITTEE PROJECTS  

 
The Clerk has circulated grant information to the Council.  It was AGREED that any suitable 
grants will be highlighted.   
 

C/25/10/09     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE WAYFINDING PROJECT FROM LHC  
 
It was AGREED that informal meeting will be held to review the spreadsheet. 
 

C/25/10/10     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING COACH FRIENDLY TOWN STATUS  

Page 30



 

Chair’s initials ___________ 

 
 A teams call is being held later this month with EDDC to discuss what needs to be put in 
place for this.   

 
C/25/10/11     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM THE EMERGENCY PLAN WORKING GROUP  

There was no update.  
 

C/25/10/12     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE EV CHARGERS AT  THE STATION HUB 
AND MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  

 
A lengthy discussion took place regarding the EV charging points. The Clerk is currently 
awaiting confirmation from the accountant on whether VAT should be applied to the 
charging costs. Additionally, the Clerk will seek a detailed breakdown from Voltshare to 
clarify how the charging cost is calculated.  
It was RECOMMENDED that the Council agree on the intended purpose of the EV charges, 
as this will inform how the pricing is set. Specifically, the Council should consider whether 
the service is primarily for local residents without access to a driveway, or for individuals 
living, working, or socialising in the town who may need to top up their vehicle charge. 
 

C/25/10/13     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE OTTER RIVER CATCHMENT ACTION 
(ORCA) CAMPAIGN  

 
There is no update.  
 

C/25/10/14     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING FOOTPATH 46  
 
There is no update.  
 

C/25/10/15     TO NOTE ANY SPECIFIC CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  
 
A meeting was held with the PlayZone team this morning. Biodiversity net gain. 300 m3 of 
topsoil will need to  
It was noted that 23 responses have been received in response to the Kings Reach 
questionnaire.   
 

C/25/10/16     TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS FROM MEMBERS  
 
It was noted that the bunting is still up in town and some of it is looking tatty.  The bunting 
will be taken down shortly.  Prices will be sought for replacement bunting for next year.  
Thanks were noted to the Ottery Carnival and Tar Barrel Committee who put up and take 
down the bunting. 
 

C/25/10/17     TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS  
 There were none.  

 
C/25/10/18     DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: 17TH NOVEMBER 2025  

Reports & Appendix 1  
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Meeting concluded at 18:07 
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Ottery St Mary Town Council 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF Operations Committee [In-person] held on Thursday 23 
October 2025 at 17:00.The meeting was held in the Ottery St. Mary Town Council Offices, 8 
Broad Street, Ottery St Mary, EX11 1BZ 
 
 
Present:   Cllrs Ben Feasey(Chair), Dean Stewart and Richard Grainger (Vice Chair) 
In Attendance: Kerry Kennell, Town Clerk 
Minute Taker:  Kerry Kennell, Town Clerk 
 
 
O/25/10/01     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To receive apologies for absence  
 
Apologies were noted from Cllr Vicky Johns (Mayor) who must attend compulsory EDDC 
training.  
 

O/25/10/02     DECLARATIONS AND DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS  
To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and receipt of requests for new 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) dispensations for items on the Agenda  
 

Cllr Stewart No interests declared. 

Cllr Feasey No interests declared. 

Cllr Grainger No interests declared. 

 
 

O/25/10/03     ADMISSION TO MEETINGS  
In consideration of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted): to agree any items to be dealt with after the public and press have been 
excluded  
 
It was RESOLVED that Agenda Item O/25/10/07.1 - To receive an update regarding an 
outstanding insurance claim, and to make decisions as appropriate 
would be discussed in Confidential Session.  
 

O/25/10/04     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
To allow members of the public present to submit questions/comments for consideration 
Individual contributions will be limited to 3 minutes 
 
There was none.  
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O/25/10/05     MINUTES  
To receive the Minutes of the Operations Committee Meeting of 25th September 2025 
(minute refs O25/09/01 - O25/09/17) and to approve the signing of the Minutes by the Chair 
as a correct record  
 
The minutes of 25th September 2025 were approved and signed by the Chair as a correct 
record of the meeting.  
 

O/25/10/06     STATION HUB  
 

O/25/10/06.1     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE WORKSHOP WITH JACK CARDNO AND 
TO AGREE TIMESCALES  
It was AGREED that following the Youth Working Group a date will be set for the workshop.  If Jack 
is unavailable an alternative leader will be sought.  The Clerk will carry out the appropriate checks.  

 
O/25/10/06.2     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM SPACE AND TO MAKE DECISIONS AS 
APPROPRIATE  
It was reported that SPACE had to cancel their session last week due to staff illness. Cllr Feasey 
informed the council of a funding opportunity and suggested organising a winter-based activity. It 
was RESOLVED that Cllr Feasey would proceed with applying for the funding. It was also noted 
that SPACE are now being welcomed into The Kings School. A suspicious vehicle was observed in 
front of the Station; both the Police and the Council have been informed. SPACE has confirmed 
that any future concerns of this nature will be reported immediately to both parties. 
 
O/25/10/06.3     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ABOUT THE STATION HUB, OFFICES AND PORTACABINS 
AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
Correspondence from Girlguiding was reviewed. It was noted that they will need to vacate the 
Portacabin, as the Ottery Carnival and Tar Barrel Committee will be moving in and are now 
covering the full business rates for the space. While the Council is sympathetic to Girlguiding’s 
position, it was felt that the offer made was reasonable. AED have now cleared out the storage 
room. The Clerk will review the remaining items to determine whether they are suitable for 
communal use or should be disposed of.  SPACE can then move their equipment into the storage 
room freeing up the portacabin.   

 
O/25/10/06.4     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE LIGHTING AND MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS/DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
All lights at the station have been checked.  SPACE will feedback if there are any areas requiring 
further lighting.  

 
O/25/10/07     COUNCIL OFFICES  

 
O/25/10/07.1     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING AN OUTSTANDING INSURANCE CLAIM, 
AND TO MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
 
Under s.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the council resolved to exclude 
the press and public from the meeting since publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.      
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It was noted that the outstanding insurance claim has been settled.  
 
The Confidential session ended.  

 
O/25/10/08     SKATEPARK  

 
O/25/10/08.1     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE IMPROVED ACCESS AND MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS AS APPROPRIATE 
 
It was RECOMMENDED that following advice from Maverick and DCC the skatepark access 
improvements are put on hold and the skatepark remains open with the current access 
arrangements. 

 
O/25/10/09     LIBRARY  

 
O/25/10/09.1     TO CONSIDER REPORT REGARDING THE TREES AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
AS APPROPRIATE  
The tree surgeon has yet to visit the site.  

 
O/25/10/10     MUSEUM  

 
O/25/10/10.1     TO CONSIDER ANY OTHER ISSUES RELATING TO THE MUSEUM AND MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS AS APPROPRIATE  
The Clerk has sought legal advice in relation to the Museum lease.  A report from the surveyor 
regarding damp issues was reviewed, and it was AGREED that the Council will await a response 
from the solicitor before taking further action. The contractor has provided an update on the 
pointing work, and once the work is completed, the Council will carry out an inspection of the 
finished job. 
 
O/25/10/11     TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE PLAYZONE FOR STRAWBERRY LANE 
AND TO MAKE DECISIONS (IF APPROPRIATE)  
An update was received.  It was RECOMMENDED that the Council accept the updated costs in 
relation to the PlayZone project covering wildflower planting, the installation of bins, benches and 
cycle racks and the removal of topsoil.   
 
O/25/10/12     OTHER PROPERTY MATTERS 

The Clerk is preparing a report regarding the Coleridge Pre-School building for consideration by 
the Full Council. 

The Convent Management Committee has requested a contribution of £500 per annum towards 
maintenance from 1 January 2026.  The Council are sympathetic to this request and acknowledge 
their use of the shared space but RECOMMEND that the Council investigate the options to 
rationalise the accessway and parking in front of the building as a priority.   

.   
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O/25/10/12.1     TO CONSIDER ANY OTHER MATTERS RAISED BY THE CLERK  
There were none.  
 
O/25/10/13     TO NOTE ANY SPECIFIC CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  
There were none.  

 
O/25/10/14     TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS FROM MEMBERS  
There were none.  

 
O/25/10/15     TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS  
There were none.  

 
O/25/10/16     DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: 27TH NOVEMBER 2025 AT 5PM  

Reports & Appendix 1  
 

  
Meeting concluded at 18:40 
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