Ottery St Mary Town Council

Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF Extraordinary Town Council Meeting [In-person] held on
Tuesday 28 October 2025 at 19:00.The meeting was held in the Station Community Hub, Mill

Street, Ottery St Mary EX11 1AH

Present: Clirs Richard Grainger, Vicky Johns (Mayor), Peter Faithfull, Richard Copus,
Janice Aherne, Sarah Martin and Nick Sneller

In Attendance: DCC ClIr Jess Bailey, EDDC ClIr Bethany Collins, Kerry Kennell (Town Clerk), 6
representatives from Landra Developments Ltd and 49 members of the public

Minute Taker: Kerry Kennell, Town Clerk

C/25/11/01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were noted from Clir Dean Stewart.

C/25/11/02 DECLARATIONS AND DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS
To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and receipt of requests for new
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) dispensations for items on the Agenda

Clir Vicky Johns

Cllr Johns has been lobbied in relation to this site. No interests were
declared.

Cllr Richard Grainger

No interests were declared.

ClIr Richard Copus

Cllr Copus lives in Claremont Field, cannot hear traffic.

ClIr Janice Aherne

No interests were declared.

Cllr Sarah Martin

No interests were declared.

Cllr Peter Faithfull

ClIr Faithfull has been lobbied in relation to this site. No interests
were declared.

ClIr Nick Sneller

No interests were declared.

C/25/11/03 ADMISSION TO MEETINGS
In consideration of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (publicity would be
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted): to agree any items to be dealt with after the public and press have been

excluded

There were none.
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C/25/11/04 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
To allow members of the public present to submit questions/comments for consideration
Individual contributions will be limited to 3 minutes

It was AGREED that members of the public would be allowed to speak after the presentation
from Landra Developments Ltd.

C/25/11/05 TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS FOR LAND AT GERWAY FARM, OTTERY ST MARY

There was an opportunity for members of the public and councillors to ask questions in
relation to the proposals made. The following points were raised:

Land Exclusion: CllIr Faithfull queried why the triangle of land at the far left was excluded
from the proposal. It was explained that the land is not considered developable and will
continue to be farmed.

Heritage and Field Boundaries: The lower part of the site contains field boundaries
recognised for their archaeological and historical significance. Landra confirmed their
intention to reinstate the field boundary through to the Otter corridor.

Wildlife and Hedgerow Protection: Concerns were raised about the lack of protection for
the hedgerow between the development and the site, which is home to various wildlife
including bats.

Boundary Responsibility: A question was asked regarding the boundary line and who would
be responsible for maintaining this space.

Site Selection: Members of the public questioned why this site was chosen over alternative
locations in Ottery, such as the Daisy Mount side, which would avoid traffic passing through
the town centre.

Flood Risk: Residents noted that the site has a history of flooding, despite Landra’s testing
having taken place during the driest summer on record.

Privacy and Visual Impact: Concerns were expressed about the loss of privacy, with new
houses overlooking existing gardens and first-floor windows. Due to the site’s gradient,
residents felt tree planting would not sufficiently mitigate this impact. Property devaluation
was also mentioned.

Unregistered Land: Lane into Gerway Farm is unregistered and crosses over unregistered
land.

Farm Access: Questions were raised about how the farmer would access the field, as the
proposed route differs from the current access.

Planning and Housing Allocation: Landra will be applying for outline planning permission. A
suggestion was made to include a clause requiring homes to be sold only to residents.
Landra clarified that affordable housing allocation is the responsibility of East Devon District
Council (EDDC), and while the housing area is fixed, the design and road layout are not. The
proportion of affordable housing will depend on EDDC policy.

Town Council Role: It was noted that the Town Council can only comment on the planning
application as presented.

School Capacity: Concern was raised about The King’s School being at full capacity. EDDC
has options for expanding school provision, including a proposed new primary school at
Thorne Farm.

Footpath Provision: Landra will consider footpath access to both the existing primary and
secondary schools.
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Flooding and Transport: DCC ClIr Bailey expressed concerns regarding flooding and
transport. Landra has held pre-application discussions with DCC Highways and is awaiting a
response from EDDC.

Housing Mix: The proposal includes approximately 140 dwellings, ranging from single units
to five-bedroom houses.

Traffic Impact: Concerns were raised about increased traffic through the town centre.
Landra will address this in their transport assessment.

Housing Market Context: It was noted that around 100 properties are currently for sale in
Ottery, and the proposed development is more densely populated than existing ones.
Planning Timeline: An application is expected to be submitted to EDDC before Christmas.
Site Logistics: Concerns were raised about the practicalities of operating a development site
from this location.

Webinar Recording: It was noted that the recording of the recent webinar hosted by Landra
has not yet been shared with attendees.

Planning Policy Compliance: The proposed site lies outside the development boundary
defined in both the current EDDC Local Plan and the Town Council’s Neighbourhood Plan.

C/25/11/06 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2025
Reports & Appendix 1

Meeting concluded at 20:53

Signed Mayor:

Date:
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