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Minutes of the Meeting of the Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 7th February  2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Mayor 

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Holmes, Lewis, Pang, Williams (Town Ward), Bloxham, Mitchell, Talbot, (West Hill Ward), Aherne, Carter (Tipton St John Ward), Hansford (North Ward) together with the Clerk

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were no public questions.
PRAYER

Cllr Lewis read the Council prayer.

11/02/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors Giles and Wright.  

11/02/02

TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT

PCSO Clapp presented PC Thomas’s apologies then reported that there were 8 crimes in January2011 compared with 3 in January 2010.  The Police are aware of a flier being circulated regarding a Public House in Ottery. No feedback is yet available from the launch of the website identifying crimes in local neighbourhoods. 

11/02/03

TO CONSIDER ACTION REGARDING CO-OPTION TO FILL THE VACANCY FOR THE NORTH WARD

No applications had been received.  The vacancy will not be advertised again as it is within 6 months of the elections.
11/02/04

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA

Cllr Pang declared a personal interest in item 8 (Section 106 sport/recreation projects) as she is a member of the Skateboard/BMX Project Committee which is one of the applicants.
Cllr Williams declared a personal interest in item 8 (Section 106 sport/recreation projects) as he represents the Town Council on the Skateboard/BMX Project Committee (one of the applicants). 
11/02/05

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS

The Minutes of the Meeting of 4th January 2011 (folios 11/01/01-11/01/22) were presented by the Mayor, were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/02/06

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 10th January 2011 (folios P/11/01/01-P11/01/06) and Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 24th January 2011 (folios P/11/01/07 –P11/01/20)
were presented by its Chairman, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
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11/02/07

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Environment Committee of 17th January 2011 (folios E/11/01/01-E/11/01/08) were presented by its Chairman, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
11/02/08

TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE EDDC SECTION 106 OFFICER ON RESULTS FROM THE VOTING ON THE SPORT/RECREATION PROJECTS AND TO MAKE A DECISION ON THE POSSIBLE OPTIONS
It was RESOLVED that the East Devon District Council (EDDC) Section 106 Officer should be allowed to answer questions and clarify issues to assist the debate.

The Report had been previously circulated outlining two options.  It was RESOLVED to approve Option 2 viz: £15,267 to go to the Skateboard Project, the remaining £4,733 to be granted to the outdoor multi-gym project with future Section 106 receipts for sport/recreation to go towards the outdoor multi-gym until the target amount was reached.
11/02/09
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING OF 17TH JANUARY 2011
It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations that: Ottery St Mary Silver Band be given 6 months’ notice to quit the room at The Old Convent; that the Ottery St Mary Heritage Society should be charged a rent of £52 per annum (plus overheads) for use of one redundant toilet at The Flexton and that a Gardener would be required in the Spring to assist with maintenance of the flower beds in Ottery St Mary.
11/02/10
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS FOR INFORMATION ONLY  
 Cllr Giles had previously circulated his Report and a supplementary Report covering Devon County Council (DCC) Budget 2011/2012 – Rural Skips, DCC Budget Bus Services, Dcc Budget Animal Disease Prevention, EDDC Budget Process-Flood Prevention, EDDC Budget Process- Car Parking Charges at Knowle, Bus Services, Road Safety, Ottery St Mary, Road Repairs, Devon Minerals Consultation.
Cllr Bloxham’s Report had been previously circulated and covered: EDDC Budget Setting, Refuse and Recycling, LDF Core Strategy.

11/02/11
TO RECEIVE ANY INFORMATION RELATING TO THE CREATION OF A DROP-IN FACILITY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN OTTERY ST MARY
It was confirmed that Cllr Giles (Leader on this Project) was to have arranged a meeting with the Mayor and Cllr Abbott regarding the possible use of the Feoffee Room.  This had not taken place.  At the Local Action Group Meeting it was asked why the Youth Centre had not been approached to host the facility. It was suggested that Lisa Rutter should be involved in any future meeting.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Giles be asked to set up the meeting.
11/02/12
TO RECEIVE A REPORT REGARDING WEST HILL PLAY PARK
The Landlord of the site has allowed groundwork to begin in advance of completion of the Lease and a turf-cutting ceremony has been held.  Completion will be by 31st March 2011 with the Play Park then being open for use.  There will be a formal opening in May/June.
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11/02/13
TO MAKE A DECISION ON WHETHER TO ADOPT A MAYOR’S CHARITY FOR 2011
It was RESOLVED to adopt a Mayor’s Charity using the same process as 2010:  Nominations received from 
the public with the public voting at the Annual Parish Meeting on 12th April 2011.

11/02/14
TO RECEIVE INFORMATION FOLLOWING DECEMBER FLOODING AT THE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
The Landlord has made an Insurance claim and may ask for the excess to be paid by the Council.  It was RESOLVED that the Mayor be delegated responsibility to negotiate and make a decision on this.                                                                                                                              
11/02/15
TO RECEIVE A FINANCIAL REPORT AND TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER 2010 COUNCIL ACCOUNTS AS TABLED
Cllr Lewis reported that to the end of December 2010 income was £18,800 ahead of budget and expenditure was £26,000 below budget.  However, there are large items of expenditure still to pay. He presented the December 2010 schedule of payments as tabled showing £8,931.53 (excl. VAT) for the Council and £1,826.72 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre (TIC). It was RESOLVED that they be approved and were signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
11/02/16
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF:
(a) MAINTENANCE COSTS AT THE OLD CONVENT AND THE OLD TOWN HALL
It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £2,120 + VAT from Kennford Tarmacadam Ltd to resurface the driveway to side of The Old Convent. 
It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £1,700 + VAT from Pollingtons for exterior decoration at The Old Town Hall.
(b) PURCHASE OF PRINTER/COPIER FOR COUNCIL OFFICE
It was RESOLVED to approve the purchase of A4 KonicaMinolta Bizhub C35 copier at £1,995 installed from Concorde Copiers.
(c) PART FUNDING OF PURCHASE OF GRIT BINS FOR THE PARISH
It was RESOLVED to part fund at £1,000 the cost of 8 new Grit bins.  Cllr Giles will pay the other half out of his Devon County Council Locality budget.  Locations of 7 were confirmed as Ottery St Mary - Kennaway Road, Homefield Close/St Budeaux, Slade Close, West Hill - Perrys Gardens, Bendarroch Road in the vicinity of St Mary’s View, Higher Broad Oak Road near junction with Broad Oak Close, Tipton St John – Hayne Hill/Hayne Park junction. Two suggestions for a site for the last bin were Longdogs Lane (Ottery) and Metcombe Road (Tipton St John Ward).
It was confirmed that DCC will refill the bins.  The cost of the bins was questioned and Cllr Giles is to be asked why the cost seems high in comparison with bins purchased elsewhere.
(d) RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS
It was RESOLVED to renew the Clerk’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) at an annual cost of £151.00.
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11/02/17
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A STAFF CONTRACT
It was RESOLVED to approve the Contract for the Accounts and Administration Clerk
11/02/18
ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
There were no matters of urgency brought forward.

11/02/19
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK
(a) Meeting of East Devon Towns Mayors & Clerks
The Mayor & Clerk attended the first meeting of this group. A joint letter on winter weather/snow review was sent to DCC.  There is an invitation to attend a meeting at Exmouth with Lester Willmington on 1st March 2011@ 2.30pm regarding this. 
(b) Buckingham Palace Garden Party
The Clerk will nominate Cllr Dobson & his wife to attend on 29th June 2011

(c) Japan Day Seminar

Invitation received to attend in Rochester, Kent on Friday 4th March. Contact the Clerk for details.
(d) Ottery Police Enquiry Office

Will close on 18th February. 
(e) Inspector Weeks has been invited to a meeting

She can only attend the May meeting.
(f) Councillor Allowances

The Clerk has tabled a letter for each member.  A response is required from all members by 21st February 2011.
(g) Councillors’ Surgery

Resumes on Saturday 26th February 9.30am to 11am.  Volunteers to advise the Deputy Clerk. It will be used to encourage people to apply to become Councillors. 
(h) Royal Wedding 
It was agreed that it would be advertised that organisers of Street Parties for children may apply to the Town Council for financial support out of the £2,000 set aside for recognising the Royal Wedding and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
(i) Royal Diamond Jubilee/Monument
It was agreed that the Mayor would further investigate the possibilities of restoring and adding to the Monument to Queen Victoria on Silver Street. 
(j) Office Tenant

It was agreed that dogs are not allowed in Tenant Offices unless they are assistance dogs.
11/02/20
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE
These items were available for viewing by Councillors in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 7th February 2011 and were also tabled at the Meeting

1. Devon County Council (DCC): Pedestrian Crossing, Broad Street, Ottery St Mary (OSM): explaining that a crossing is not acceptable in this area.

2. TRIP Community Transport: Reply to notification that it will not receive a Council Grant and stating that its service in OSM may have to cease as a result.
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3. DCC: Notification of an application to register Ash Hill Woods, West Hill as a town or village green under Section 15 of the Commons Act 2006.  Objections accepted before 11th March 2011

4. Devon & Cornwall Police: Advising that the Ottery St Mary Police Cadets are being disbanded and that the Council Grant will not now be required.

5. Resident of OSM: requesting 20mph speed limit along Ridgeway and a School Crossing Patrol on Yonder Street.

6. Sainsbury’s: Suggested location for Japanese Bell

7. Road Closure advice:

(a) DCC: Hemmings Lane OSM 15th – 17th February 2011

(b) Balfour Beatty: Gosford Road, OSM  25th April-22nd May 2011

(c) Balfour Beatty: Between junction of Pitt Lane and Old Post Office House, OSM 30th May – 12th June 2011

8.  NALC: E-bulletin: Information on Localism Bill

9. EDDC: Forward Plan 1 February – 31 May 2011

10. Devon Association of Local Councils: Newsletter Jan/Feb 2011

11. Alfington Parish Pump Issue 10 Winter 2010

12. Ottery St Mary Twinning Association: Newsletter 45 January 2011 advertising AGM at West Hill Village Hall on 10th February at 7.45pm

13. ABF The Soldiers’ Charity: asking to be considered as Mayor’s Charity

14. Royal British Legion: asking for organisation of a “Poppy Party” in celebration of RBL’s 90th birthday over the weekend of 10th-12th June 2011

15. “Clerks & Councils Direct” January 2011 Issue 73

16. Devon Playing Fields Association Newsletter “The Playing Field” Winter 2010/2011

17. Senior Council for Devon “everyone’s Tomorrow” Issue No 9 January 2011

Also forwarded previously:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

2. DCC “In Touch”  January 2011
3. DCC “Devon Funding News” January 2011
4. NALC E-Bulletin re. Localism Bill
11/02/21
TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
The Mayor’s meetings since the January meeting had been tabled thus:

6th January

Meeting with TIC owner re. flooding

10th January

S106 Voting consultation with EDDC Officers

12th January

Meeting at EDDC re. footbridge/cycleway over River Otter

13th January

Meeting of East Devon Town Chairmen & Clerks at Sidmouth




Meeting with DCC re.Playbuilder 




Meeting re. footbridge/cycleway over River Otter

17th January

Meeting with Contractor re. Tarmac quotation




Meeting re. Play Park Building Contract

18th January

S106 Voting consultation with EDDC Officers

1st February

Photo call at West Hill Play Park site

2nd February

Meeting with Treasurer, Clerk & Accounts Assistant  

Cllr Aherne had attended the Tipton St John Residents’ Association meeting.

Cllr Holmes had attended the Local Action Group meeting.
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11/02/22
TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS 
(a) Cllr Abbott asked about progress with the Croquet Club on the land at Strawberry lane. The Mayor replied that there had been no further response from its leader and that the Clerk will make contact again.
(b) Cllr Abbott expressed concern about the vulnerability of the empty Salston Hotel building. The Mayor replied that an attempt would be made to contact its owner to liaise with the Fire Service.  Cllr Carter remarked again on the poor condition on the building and the Mayor replied that EDDC would investigate when time allowed.
(c) Cllr Abbott asked when roads in Ottery would be repaired as many were in a poor state following winter weather.  This question would be referred to Cllr Giles as Devon County Councillor.  It was agreed that a town “Walkabout” would be arranged in April, involving EDDC and DCC.
(d) Cllr Aherne expressed concern about a thatched building in a poor and possibly dangerous state in Metcombe.  The Clerk is to enquire from EDDC whether it is a listed building.

(e) Cllr Williams raised a question about the Hind Street Car Parking availability during the Supermarket construction work.

(f) Cllr Lewis commented on the amount outstanding in Cllr Giles’ Devon Locality budget.
(g) Cllr Pang asked who was responsible for maintenance on Sherman House, Ottery and was advised it was the Feoffee Charity’s responsibility.
The Meeting closed at 8.41pm
The next Full Council meeting will be on  Monday 7th March 2011 at 7pm in the Council Chamber
Mayor’s signature:……………………………………………

Date: …………………………………………………………..
Mayor’s initials:……………………………...


