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Councillor Glyn Dobson – Mayor of Ottery St Mary
This is the fourth year that I have had the privilege of being Mayor of Ottery St Mary and every year it seems to be busier.

Of course it would be impossible to be the Leader without support and I count myself very fortunate to have a great team. 
Many thanks to my Deputy Mayor Councillor Ian Holmes, Town Clerk Judith Reynolds and Deputy Town Clerk Su Graham for their dedication and hard work during the last twelve months.
ELECTION

In the Election we were unfortunate to lose three Councillors for various reasons and I wish Ray Bloxham, Peter Williams and Janice Aherne all the best for the future and thank them for their contribution over the last twelve months.

We have two new Councillors – husband and wife team, Lyn and John Harding from Tipton St John, I wish them a successful term with the council. There is only one vacancy now for the North Ward which includes Alfington, Taleford, Gosford, Escot, Fenny Bridges and Thorne. Of course as long as you live in the Parish you would be entitled to represent this Ward. So why not telephone me for an informal chat?
OTTERMILL FACTORY SITE

At last we appear to be making progress although it is obvious there are still many problems to overcome but at least the owner is talking to the Council in a positive manner. Hopefully a planning application will be submitted by the end of the year. The Council are continually making the point that the whole site is an eyesore not only for residents but for visitors to Ottery St Mary.
PLAY PARK WEST HILL

Thanks to the efforts of Councilors Bloxham, Giles and Wright a new children’s Play Park has been built at West Hill. This is a wonderful facility for West Hill and already being enjoyed by many of the youngsters. I would urge all residents to visit the park situated by the Village Hall to see this play area and perhaps take your children and grandchildren with you to enjoy it.
BRIDGE – LAND OF CANAAN
After approximately 15 years of planning this Council can now see the benefit of the hard work by all the partners. The Bridge has been started and week commencing 27th June 2011 looks to be the time the bridge will be erected over the river. When completed this will give a safe cycle/pedestrian route to Thorne Farm Park Way the Hospital and of course most importantly the pupils of the Kings School.
Our grateful thanks to the partners in this project- East Devon District Council, Devon County Council, Sustrans and the Environment Agency without whom the bridge would not have been possible.
August Bank Holiday will see the official opening and we are planning a family day out so watch this space and I hope to see many of you there.

SKATEBOARD/BMX PARK

Again another project that we can be proud of achieving. Work is well on the way and many thanks to the Skateboard Committee for their hard work. The Skateboard/BMX track should be open later this year.
SAINSBURYS

You will have noticed the building of the supermarket taking place. This will now mean many more visitors to our town coupled with the free parking. I believe the town will thrive. The latest opening date is early November.

Well I hope you will agree the Council have worked extremely hard on your behalf and now all the projects are coming to a conclusion it is time to start on the next phase of our programme with the factory being at the top of the list.

Again many thanks to all councillors and staff for their support and I look forward to working with them all next year
Councillor Glyn Dobson    
