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Minutes of the Environment Committee of Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 24th October 2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT:
Chairman: Councillor Dobson
Committee Members:      Councillors Giles, Abbott, Holmes, Talbot, Davoren,
        L Harding and Hansford 
Other Councillors: 
        Cllr Pang
As it had been decided that no Clerk was to attend, Cllr Talbot took notes of the meeting from which the Clerk has produced the following Minutes.
E11/10/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

There were no apologies as all Committee members were present.
E11/10/02
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Cllr Giles declared a personal interest in item 4 (Leases at the Old Town Hall) as he is a Devon County Councillor and one of the Lessees is the Devon County Council Library.

Cllr Giles also declared a personal interest in item 7 (Action Plan of Ottery St Mary Town Plan) as he has given a donation to the Skateboard/BMX Project from his DCC Locality Budget
E11/10/03

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE OTTERY ST MARY TOWN COUNCIL EMERGENCY PLAN
Cllr Davoren will liaise with the Clerk as Cllr J Harding is unable to continue to do so.
E11/10/04

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING LEASES FOR TENANTS AT THE OLD TOWN HALL

(a) Library   

The Lease with Devon County Council expired on 13th January 2010.  It continues as a statutory tenancy on the same terms as the old Lease.  Rent is £3,600 per annum.
(b) John Gaffney
The Lease expired on 24th December 2010. It also continues as a statutory tenancy on the same terms as the old lease.  Rent is £1,316 per annum.  
It was RECOMMENDED that both of these tenancies should continue as a statutory tenancy as to renew leases would cost in the region of £1,500 each in legal fees.

(c) Silver Band
Full Council had agreed to give the Silver Band notice to quit and this had been done.  However, the Chairman had subsequently met with the Mayor and Clerk and the situation was discussed leading to an amended Lease being submitted.  This contains a clause regarding redecoration which the Committee did not agree with.  The Silver Band Chairman has stated that the Council can adjust the lease as it 
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requires and it will then be agreed. It was RECOMMENDED that Full Council should reverse its resolution regarding eviction of the Silver Band and agree to the Lease being submitted to the Silver Band again with the necessary amendments.
(d) Heritage Society
Work on converting the redundant female Flexton toilet is in progress.  A 3 year Tenancy at Will Agreement was signed on 23rd March 2011 and an invoice for the agreed rent of £52 per annum was issued.  The committee RECOMMENDED that a revised pro rata invoice be re-issued from the date that the Heritage Society is able to occupy the premises. 

E11/10/05

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING MAINTENANCE AT THE OLD CONVENT
(a) There is rising damp in the corridor next to the disabled access door and also in the 
Meeting Room.   Two quotations for treatment had been obtained.  The Committee RECOMMENDED that the cheapest quotation for £1,500 from Heritage Preservation should be accepted to be paid out of the repairs and maintenance budget.
(b) The wireless doorbells for the upstairs tenants’ offices do not work properly.  Cllr Holmes was asked to obtain quotations for a wired-in bell system and present this to Full Council.

E11/10/06

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING COUNCIL LAND AT STRAWBERRY LANE

(a) The Petanque Club are interested in part of the site. 

(b)  In time there might be S106 money available if houses are built in that area.

(c)  It was RECOMMENDED that the £250 grant received from the Pennon Group should be used to get plans drawn up for a hut so that any organisation using the field would have the hut as a facility.  Cllr Dobson will contact architects regarding hut design.
(d) The result of the application for £50,000 from the Sport England Buzz Zone Project is awaited.  If successful, the Council will need to put forward £5,000.

(e) Cllr Hansford will enquire with adjacent landowner with respect to putting mains electricity and water across the corner of his field.

E11/10/07
TO CONSIDER PROGRESS TO DATE AND FURTHER ACTION ON THE ACTION PLAN OF THE OTTERY ST MARY TOWN PLAN

The Action Plan was discussed in detail and amendments and additions made.  The document is attached as an appendix to these Minutes.  It was RECOMMENDED that Full Council should approve these amendments.
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E11/10/08

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE FLOWER BEDS IN OTTERY ST MARY

(a) A quotation has been received for maintenance of flower beds at Canaan Way and St Saviours for £390 + VAT.  Kier will do this free of charge.  Another arrangement will be needed to maintain the Butts Road Flower beds. 
(b) The Jubilee Monument: DCC & EDDC say they do not own it.  A quotation of approx. £6,000 has been received to restore it and erect engraved tablets for Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee.
E11/10/09

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED REGARDING TRAFFIC SPEEDS ON SIDMOUTH ROAD OTTERY ST MARY

(a) It was RECOMMENDED that the Police are informed of the resident’s concern.  Cllr Giles (as County Councillor) had also received the correspondence.  Cllr Giles reported that the school crossing control warden has said that the speed activated 30mph sign does work in slowing the traffic down.

(b) A copy letter was received from DCC Highways which had responded to the letter received from residents on Barrack Road on 30th August 2011.  This stated that speed humps are not suitable and that a mini roundabout at the King’s School junction was not possible.
E11/10/10

TO DECIDE ON A DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING

A meeting will be called when required.


Mayor’s signature: ………………………………………………..


Date: ………………………………………………………………
APPENDIX TO ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES OF 24TH OCTOBER 2011
Amendments in red: October 2011
	OTTERY ST MARY TOWN COUNCIL
	ACTION
	PLAN
	
	

	Issue/Vision
	Action
	Initiator
	Partners
	Timescale

	More local employment
	Explore the possibility of free/reduced car parking fees
	Town Council/Chamber of Commerce
	EDDC/DCC
	Contact EDDC regards free Coach parking in Land of Canaan. 

	
	Encourage educational training facilities
	
	
	Council offices continue to be used for foreign language classes

	
	Improve support for local business and encourage new enterprises into the town
	Town Council/ Chamber of Commerce
	DCC
	On- going. Meet with Chamber of Commerce regarding improved signage & town centre improvements

	Relocate County Library
	Explore the potential for other more suitable premises. Larger more wheelchair friendly premises
	DCC
	TC/EDDC Developer
	On- going with the Factory seen as the only possibility at this stage

	Cutler/Hammer Factory
	Factory owned by Tesco Supermarket chain. Planning application awaited
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC
	To press for residential & affordable homes on this site & continue to press Conservation Officer over Listed Building 

	Town Approach/Exeter
	Enhance approach into Ottery past the Finnimore Estate business signing, wasteland, Millennium Green
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC Land Owner
	On-going. Local businesses to be approached re. signage at Finnimore 

	Footway Butts Road to Otter Nurseries
	Press for the construction of a footway along this busy road for safety reasons. Pursue a Bus Shelter request at Butts Road.
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC
	On-going. Butts Road bus stop now in situ.  Continue to press DCC for provision of the Bus Shelter Continue to press for pavement to Otter Nurseries. 

	More facilities for the young
	Skateboard/BMX Park, Drop In Centre
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC
	On-going negotiations

	Dedicated Parking (as in Exeter City)
	Residents parking in specific locations
	Town Council
	DCC
	Agreed to exclude this  from Action Plan

	Flood Defence Scheme
	Regular monitoring of the Goyle and run-off from East Hill. Monitor the 10 point Action Plan submitted by the EA to remedy faults in scheme
	Town Council
	Environment Agency DCC/EDDC
	On-going with active input from all agencies. Trash screen off Chapel Lane is to be upgraded.

	Relief road for the town centre
	 Either to the west or east of the town
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC Developer
	Future Plan

	Traffic Management


	To improve safety of School Crossing at Tip Hill, Longdogs Lane Junction
	Town Council
	DCC
	30mph traffic activated sign in situ near Claremont Field. New pedestrian crossing in Hind Street.

	Future Housing Development
	Diversity of housing to complement the environment and respect the historic and natural diversity of Ottery. Explore and promote the potential for development on the Thorne Farm site to facilitate community projects and make the Kings School a safer one-campus entity
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC
	Will be addressed within the Local Development Framework (LDF) consultation

	
	Monitor changes in Government policy towards new housing provisions in rural town areas
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC
	Currently awaiting decision on LDF

	Improved Public Transport
	Extend the present town bus service. Campaign for later buses to and from surrounding towns and Exeter
	Town Council
	DCC Bus Companies
	Town bus service has been extended to 5 days per week



	Cycle Track
	Campaign for the conversion of the old railway track into a cycle track to relieve some traffic congestion and encourage both local people and visitors to  leave their  cars behind and explore the countryside
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC
	To be pursued through the LDF and Sustrans meeting

	Otter River Footbridge
	Press for the construction of a new footbridge over the River Otter from Canaan Way to the King’s School. This is an essential safety measure for pupils at the school as an alternative to the busy Barrack Road
	Town Council
	EDDC/DCC
	Footbridge completed in August 2011

	Town Centre Enhancement
	Renew street lighting to style introduced in Conservation area by Parish Church
	Town Centre
	DCC/EDDC/ 

Chamber of Commerce
	On going

	
	Re-align pavement area to east of Broad Street to improve traffic flow and permit enhancement of Street Scene with seating and floral displays.  Relocate Bus Stop from Broad St to a site near Hind Street
	Town Council
	DCC/EDDC
	Unable to re-site bus stop to new Sainsbury’s  but to continue to press for bus stops to be moved from Broad Street


Mayors’ initials: ………………………………….

