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Minutes of a meeting of Ottery St Mary Town Council Planning Committee
held at St Michael’s Church in the Narthex West Hill Wednesday 7th September  2011 at 7.30pm
Present:
 Chairman :

Councillor Carter
Councillors:
Dobson, Holmes, Talbot, Pang, Wright, Davoren, Mitchell, Giles, Bartlett, together with the Deputy Clerk
· At the start of the meeting the Mayor, Councillor Dobson and the Planning Committee welcomed a new member to Ottery St Mary Town Council – Councillor Paul Bartlett who had taken his seat at the table
· The Mayor proceeded to read a letter of resignation letter from Councillor Paul Lewis who had written that due to work commitments had regrettably decided to leave as a member of Ottery St Mary Town Council having served 4 ½ years on the Council and had taken the role of Treasurer. Councillor Dobson stated his regret at Paul’s resignation from the Council and thanked him for all his hard work and dedication. The Planning Chairman, Councillor Carter also reiterated his regret
· The Mayor, then spoke at length at his dismay when he attended the Panel meeting at EDDC to speak on the Ottery St Mary Parish response on the future of the Local Development Framework. Councillor Dobson said after a few seconds of reading the response,  he was told not to read word for word, during his 10 minute slot which Ottery St Mary Town Council had prepared for, having held several meetings where it was agreed to include all the villages in the Parish. 
· When starting to discuss the Villages he was told this was not permissible. However, both Councillor Wright and Councillor Giles disputed this but the Chair of the Panel at EDDC then deemed it necessary to curtail his response although other Councils had not been discriminated in this manner.
· Councillors  echoed their dismay that Ottery St Mary Town Council had been treated in this manner and it was agreed  (proposed by Councillor Mitchell and seconded by Councillor Talbot) that a formal letter would be sent to EDDC requesting an apology.
1. P/11/09/01
To receive Apologies


Apologies were received from Councillors L Harding, J Harding, Hansford, Abbott
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2. P/11/09/02
Reports, correspondence and Items referred to the Committee

Correspondence relating to a letter of objection 11/1410/MFUL – Land South of Otter Close, Tipton St John. Duly noted
P/11/09/03
EDDC correspondence of an Appeal by Devonshire Homes (APP/U1105/A/11/2156973/NWF) Land South of Otter Close, Tipton St John. The Appeal will proceed by means of a Public Enquiry. Duly noted
P/11/09/04
Copy email correspondence received relating to 11/1584/FUL – Little Field, Toadpit Lane, West Hill. The applicant had informed this council that documents had been missing from the EDDC Portal . Noted
3. P/11/09/05
Planning Decisions Received

11/1640/FUL Knapp Cottage, Lower Broad Oak Rd West Hill Ottery EX11 1XH

Withdrawn
11/1185/LBC Land & Car Park to North of Hind Street (Sainsburys)


Granted

11/1164/ADV Land & Car Park to North of Hind Street (Sainsburys)


Granted

11/1160/ADV Land & Car Park to North of Hind Street (Sainsburys)


Granted

11/1543/LBC Land & Car Park to North of Hind Street (Sainsburys)


Granted
11/1065/FUL Land at Little Ash Farm, Fenny Bridges



Granted

11/1068/FUL Farwell Farm, East Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1QF


Refusal

11/1573/FUL Halls Farm, Higher Metcombe, Ottery St Mary EX11 1SS

Granted

11/1679/FUL Wistaria, Higher Broad Oak Rd, West Hill EX11 1XJ


Granted

11/1430/OUT Wrenswood, Lower Broad Oak Rd, West Hill EX11 1UF

Granted **

11/1485/TRE Bluebell House, Higher Broad Oak Rd, West Hill EX11 1XJ

Granted ** 


(The above decisions agree with the recommendations of the Town Council Planning Committee with the exception of those marked with a **)

4. P/11/09/06
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Wright declared a Prejudicial Interest in application 11/1886/MFUL as her Parents live at Eastfield.
P/11/09/07


5. To consider and determine observations on the following planning applications
Reference


Applicant


Details
Members of the Public present spoke about the application 11/1886/MFUL highlighting some of the points below:
· Access via Eastfield Road to development restricted generating additional car movements
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· Concerns regarding sewerage and connecting to existing public sewer site as Fluxton sewerage has no spare capacity

· West Hill not the right location for affordable housing as public transport unsuitable and with no local employment and oversubscribed primary school
· Cranbrook within easy reach and the need for these houses has not been demonstrated 
· Proposed land situated at one of the highest points which could contribute to flooding at lower lying areas

· No justification as West Hill has large amount of properties for sale (44 on the Right Move website.
· affordable housing is a concern especially for young people who want to stay in the area and find homes they can afford
(Councillor Wright spoke for 3 mins on the application then left the meeting room having declared a Prejudicial Interest)

1)
11/1886/MFUL


Paul Hunt

Construction of 15 








Investments Ltd

dwellings (including 10 









affordable) together with









associated access and









landscaping









West Hayes, West Hill Rd









West Hill Ottery   EX11 1UZ

The Committee unanimously does not support this application
· infrastructure including drainage, water run-off  which would be exacerbated
· sewers inadequate to meet the needs 
· response at the Housing Needs Survey was noted
· adverse effect on the wild-life and environment
· concerns for the loss of Trees and the Grade ‘A’ Oak Tree as roots run along proposed new drive
· concerns for access and capability of traffic to proposed site

· viability of the site was questioned whether it was sustainable


(Councillor Wright returned to the meeting room and took her seat at the table)

2)
11/1865/FUL


Beardsall

Proposed extension and









alteration








Orchard House, Lower Broad Oak









Road. West Hill, Ottery EX11 1XH

The Committee has no objection to this application
3)
11/1710/FUL


H & H Prestige

Demolition of existing house





Homes Ltd

and outbuildings and construction








of two detached dwellings









Gorsecroft, West Hill Rd, West Hill









Ottery St Mary EX11 1TU
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The Committee supports this application but were concerned over visibility of access  serving these 2 properties  with limited visibility onto the West Hill Road. We would not wish a further access to be created 
4)
11/1875/FUL


New Life Church
Reconstruction of chapel roof









Yonder Street Hall, Yonder Street






Ottery St Mary EX11 1HH


The Committee supports this application
5)
11/1846/FUL


Ponting


Proposed Porch









95 Slade Close, Ottery EX11 1SY


The Committee has no objection to this application

6)
11/1858/TRE


Fry 


Scots Pine – Fell









11 Warren Park, West Hill









Ottery St Mary EX11 1TN


This application was unanimously not supported by the Committee as the criteria has not been met on the application in respect of a report by the Arboriculturist

7)
11/1913/TRE


Wright


T10, Larch: Crown raise to 5 metres 









& reduce longer branches by 3









Metres.










T9, Chestnut: Remove 2 lowest 







branches growing toward house






The Old Vicarage, Bendarroch Road









West Hill, Ottery EX11 1UW

The Committee supports this application

















P/11/09/08
7)
Councillors’ Questions



Councillor Holmes raised an email that he had sent to the Mayor which there had not been a response to. Councillor Dobson explained the reasons for this 









The meeting closed at 09.20pm


The date of the next meeting of Ottery St Mary Town Council Planning Committee

will be Monday 19th September in the Council Chamber  
Mayor’s Signature………………………………………..Date…………………………..

Mayor’s initials ……………………..


