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Minutes of the Meeting of Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 7th November 2011 at 7.00pm
PRESENT
Mayor

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Carter, Giles, Holmes, Pang (Town Ward), Davoren, Mitchell, Talbot, Wright (West Hill Ward), J Harding, L Harding (Tipton St John Ward), Hansford from 7.22pm (North Ward)

together with the Clerk
PUBLIC QUESTIONS

(a) A local resident asked why Cllr Allen (East Devon District Council - EDDC) didn’t give the same consideration to Cllr Giles’ comments at the Local Development Framework (LDF) Panel meeting (which he chairs) as he did to other town’s comments.  The Mayor responded by saying that when he attended the LDF Panel meeting he too was poorly treated and that the Town Council had sent a letter of complaint to Mark Williams (Chief Executive EDDC) to which a response was still awaited.  The Clerk will request a response from Mark Williams. The Mayor read out an email received that day from Cllr Allen who offered to speak to the Town Council.  The Clerk will invite Cllr Allen to attend a future meeting.
(b) A local resident asked if the LDF was going to be presented for consultation.  He was told that it would be and that the Town Council would decide on its response at a future meeting when the document was received.
PRAYER

The Clerk read the Council prayer.
The Mayor then announced that he was proud to report that the Town Council had achieved Quality Council status. The community can be assured that the Council conducts its business to a high standard, that it has a Clerk and Deputy Clerk who are both qualified (Certificate in Local Council Administration) and that correct policies and financial controls are in place. The Mayor thanked the Clerk and Deputy Clerk for their work in obtaining Quality Status.
11/11/01
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors Bartlett and Hansford (though Cllr Hansford arrived later).
11/11/02
TO RECEIVE A POLICE REPORT
PCSO Clapp gave PC Thomas’s apologies. She reported that there were 22 crimes and 56 calls in October 2011 compared with 21 crimes and 94 calls in October 2010.  Details were given of various crimes including common assaults, theft and damage to a house.  She had distributed advice packs to the Primary School regarding Halloween which went off without incident.  The Carnival went very well. The incident involving a Police vehicle’s collision with a pedestrian is being investigated by senior officers.  Tar Barrels saw a greater attendance (as it was a Saturday) although there were some minor incidents.  
The Clerk will write to EDDC Streetscene to congratulate them on the clear-up operation after Tar Barrels.
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11/11/03
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON CO-OPTION TO FILL THE VACANCY FOR THE TOWN WARD
A proposal to co-opt Ivor Bull was made by Cllr Pang and seconded by Cllr Wright.  It was RESOLVED that he be co-opted.  He chose to remain as a member of the public for the meeting but signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office after the meeting ended.
11/11/04
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA
Cllr L Harding declared a personal interest in item 12 (request for a Grit Bin from Tipton St John Residents’ Association) as she is the organisation’s Secretary.
11/11/05

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS
The Minutes of the Meeting of Monday 3rd October 2011 (minute refs 11/10/01-11/10/29) were presented by the Mayor and following an amendment at minute reference 11/10/29 (b) to alter “DCC” to “EDDC”, the Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/11/06

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings of 5th October 2011(minute refs P/11/10/01-P/11/10/11); of 17th October 2011 (minute refs P/11/10/12- P/11/10/31) and of 31st October 2011 (minute refs P/11/10/32 – P/11/10/38) were presented by its Chairman, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

It was noted that in future the Minutes should show the applications in the order in which they were considered in the meeting. 

11/11/07
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF 24TH OCTOBER 2011 
The Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting were presented by its Chairman.  Following an amendment to minute reference E11/10/02 to delete “as he (Cllr Giles) is a member of the Skateboard/BMX Committee” and replace it with “as he has given a donation to the Skateboard/BMX Project from his DCC Locality budget” the Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
11/11/08
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING OF 24TH OCTOBER 201 INCLUDING RESCISSION OF A PREVIOUS RESOLUTION REGARDING THE LEASE WITH THE OTTERY ST MARY SILVER BAND
It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Environment Committee Meeting:  

(a) That expired Leases at the Old Town Hall with DCC Library and John Gaffney should continue as statutory tenancies.
(b) Reversing the decision made by the Council in its meeting of 3rd October 2011 minute ref.11/10/17 to evict the Silver Band from the Band Room in the Old Town Hall.  Amendments are to be made to the clause regarding redecorating before returning the Lease to the Silver Band. 

(c) Re-issuing a pro-rata Invoice to the Heritage Society now that it is able to take up its tenancy at the Old Town Hall.

(d) Undertake Damp protection work at the old Convent using the cheapest quotation from Heritage Preservation of £1,393.90 + VAT which includes insurance in case the firm goes out of 
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business.  Redecoration work will be needed afterwards.  The work can be undertaken in the week beginning 14th November.
(e) That a planning application should be submitted for a hut at the council land at Strawberry Lane using the £250 donation received from the Pennon Group.  The Mayor will take architect’s advice on whether it is best to apply for outline or full planning permission.  Verbal permission has been given by the neighbouring landowner for water and electricity installation to cross his land to the council land.  There is likely to be a legal fee for obtaining a Deed of Easement for this. The Architect’s maximum fee will be £350 and the Planning Application fee £167.50 per 75m² floor area.
(f) That amendments made to the Action Plan of the Ottery St Mary Town Plan be adopted.

(g)  That the resident’s letter regarding traffic speeds on Sidmouth Road be referred to the Police.  Cllr Giles reported that he had just received the results of the speed check undertaken from 5th September to 3rd October 2011 on that road and has spoken to Paul Wilson at DCC Highways.
11/11/09
TO REVIEW MEMBERSHIP OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES, REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES AND COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS
(a) Any councillor interested in becoming the Councillor with responsibility for Finance (“Treasurer”) should speak to the Mayor or Clerk.

(b) Cllr Pang elected to withdraw her membership of the Planning Committee. 

(c) No Vice Chairman was elected for the Finance & General Purposes Committee.
(d) Cllr Davoren was proposed by Cllr Hansford and seconded by Cllr Carter as Vice Chairman of the Personnel Committee.
(e) A second representative can be appointed to the Twinning Association if the Council wishes.
11/11/10
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS
(a) Cllr Giles had previously circulated his report by email to Councillors which included: Local Development Framework; Pedestrian Crossing in Hind Street, Ottery St Mary (OSM); Pedestrian and Cycleway Land of Canaan; EDDC ice and snow treatment plan; Priority system Silver Street, OSM; Hind Street Car Park.

(b) Cllr Wright had previously circulated her report by email to Councillors which covered the Local Development Framework/Local Plan process.  EDDC Development Management Committee will consider the plan on 18th November with the public consultation starting on 1st December for 8 weeks.  Comments from that consultation will go to the Planning Inspector who will review the document later in 2012.  Her report also included: Westhayes planning application at West Hill and Application for land next to Ottery Road, Feniton.
The Mayor requested that the EDDC and DCC Councillor reports be available earlier.
11/11/11
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE A DECISION REGARDING REPRESENTATION ON A STEERING GROUP REGARDING CONNECTING OTTERY TO FENITON AND TO SIDMOUTH BY A CYCLE/WALKING ROUTE ALONG OR CLOSE TO THE OLD RAILWAY LINE
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Giles and Cllr Wright be the representatives.   Cllr Giles pointed out that this project was not included in the LDF even though the Town Council had requested it.
11/11/12
TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE TIPTON ST JOHN RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION REGARDING A GRIT BIN
Cllr Giles will liaise with DCC regarding providing a bin at Chrystel Close together with one at the top of the hill on Lower Broad Oak Road West Hill (leading down to Ford Lane),   and one at the bottom end of Lower Broad Oak Road.  
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11/11/13
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ANY ACTION RELATING TO WATER QUALITY IN OTTERY ST MARY
Cllr Giles tabled a Report regarding poor water quality in Claremont Field which included comments he had gathered from residents.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr Giles should arrange a meeting with the Regional Manager of South West Water which would also be attended by the Mayor and Cllr Davoren. 
11/11/14
TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 2011 SCHEDULES OF PAYMENT AS TABLED AND TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL REPORTS
(a) Financial reports of income and expenditure for September and October were presented and 

noted.
(b) The Mayor presented the October 2011 schedule of payments as tabled showing £15,670.27 (excl. VAT) for the Council and £1,820.95 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre (TIC).  It was RESOLVED that they be approved and were signed by the Mayor.  

(c) Bank balances as of 31st October 2011:

Current:   £23,602.88
Deposit (Tracker): £197,193.08
Bonds: £50,000 (matured 4th November 2011 and will be re-invested on 11th November) and  £30,000 (matures 9th December 2011 and its re-investment will be discussed at the Finance & General Purpose Meeting on 21st November).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
11/11/15
TO RECEIVE THE ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE AUDIT COMMISSION FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2011
(a) The Audit was at Intermediate level (over £200.000)

(b) Section 3 of the Annual Return dated 26th September 2011 gave a clear audit.  The External Auditor’s report stated:

“On the basis of our review, in our opinion the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”

(c) A Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Right to inspect the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2011 has been displayed as required in the Council noticeboards from 17/10/11 – 04/11/11 to fulfil the statutory requirement.

(d) The fee payable to the Audit Commission is £875 + VAT.
(e) The Clerk has confirmed with David Hinchliffe that he has been appointed as the Council’s Internal Auditor.

11/11/16
ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
There were no matters of urgency.


11/11/17
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK
(a) Congratulations on an excellent event and thanks were extended to Cllr Talbot and Phyllis Baxter (Tourist Information Centre Manager) for all their work on the Coleridge Festival.
(b) One Council representative is invited to attend an EDDC event to find out about health, wellbeing and social reforms, also about the Government’s Localism Agenda and EDDC’s Council Plan 2011-2015.  Interested Councillors are to contact the Clerk.

(c) The Clerk has attended the First Aid at Work Refresher course and received a certificate. The deputy Clerk attends later this month. 
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(d) Remembrance events:  11am in Ottery Parish Churchyard for the two minutes silence on 11/11/11.  3pm Remembrance Sunday Service at Ottery Parish Church.

(e) Ottery Parish Church Christmas Tree Festival.  The Council’s tree needs to be decorated to promote the Council. 
(f) Friday 25th November: Ottery late night shopping and switching-on of Christmas lights.  Councillors may join the procession from the Parish Church at 5.45pm.
(g) Reminder of the Finance & General Purpose Committee meeting on Monday 21st November.

(h) Ideas are required for the £10,000 S106 money to be spent on town centre improvements.  Ideas should be given to the Clerk.
11/11/18
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE
The following items were available for viewing by Councillors in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 7th November 2011 and were also tabled at the Meeting.

1. Spanish Language class: Offering apologies for disturbance of the October Full Council meeting.

2. EDDC Parks Development Officer: Acknowledging Town Council’s decision regarding future maintenance of Slade Close/Chineway Road corner

3. Devon & Cornwall Police Authority: Police Authority Liaison Meetings are no longer being held m- instead offering to speak to local organisations that have concerns to raise.

4. St Loyes Enterprises: Thanking Council for its previous custom and offering further services.

5. NALC Policy Briefing: The Localism Bill – a further update.

6. Chamber of Commerce: Confirmation from its Chairman that the Chamber has arranged the erection of the Christmas lights and will pay one third of the total cost.

7. West Hill Village Hall Committee: copies of emails raising concerns regarding work being undertaken in Play Park by May Gurney

8. Kier: email regarding continuing use of Council land at Strawberry Lane beyond agreed date.

9. EDDC: copy of letter to Coleridge Memorial Project confirming District Council’s adoption of the poetry stones at the Land of Canaan.

10. Tipton St John Primary School: Letter of thanks for donation received from the £3,000 Kier donation.

11. Resident of Thorne Farm Way: Letter expressing concern regarding lack of street lighting (this letter has been forwarded to Cllr Giles as Devon County Councillor)

12. Road closure notices received from DCC:

· Road from Buckerell Cross to Fenny Bridges from 7th – 11th November 2011 (Western Power)

· Toadpit Lane & Tipton Lane from 9th – 30th November 2011 (South West Water)

· Road from Higher Metcombe to Metcombe Rise from 21st – 27th November 2011 (South West Water)

· Road past Metcombe Cottage from 28th November – 4th December 2011 (South West Water)

13. Applications for road closures submitted to DCC
· Elsdon Lane & Lower Broad Oak Road from 9th – 29th January 2012 (South West Water)

· Outside Dovedale, Fire Beacon Lane from 10th – 11th January 2012 (May Gurney)

· Silver Street from opposite 15 Broad Street to opposite London Inn on Gold Street on 15th January 2012 (May Gurney)

· Higher Broad Oak Road from 6th – 26th February 2012 (South West Water)

14. Exeter International Airport: Agenda for and Minutes of Meeting held on 19th October 2011

15. DALC: Larger Councils Sub Committee: Agenda and supporting papers for meeting held on 20th October 2011

16. Home-Start Exeter: Annual Report and invitation to its AGM on 10th November 2011

17. Senior Council for Devon: “Everyone’s Tomorrow” Issue No12 October 2011

18. East Devon AONB: Annual Review 2010 – 2011

19. Clerks & Councils Direct November 2011 Issue 78
Also forwarded previously:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

2. DCC: “In Touch” October 2011
3. DCC: Devon Funding New November 2011

4. NALC Localism Bill update
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The Mayor read out correspondence item 11 (above).  Cllr Giles pointed out that the Council had been consulted and had supported the part-night lighting policy.  Cllr Giles will respond to the correspondent.
Late Correspondence:

1. An Email from EDDC Councillor Mike Allen had already been read out.

2. A letter from resident of Lower Broad Oak Road, West Hill requesting a grit bin had been dealt with earlier in the meeting. 
11/11/19
TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
1. A list of the Mayor’s meetings since the October meeting had been tabled:
12th October

Lesley Smith (DALC) regarding Quality Council application

14th October
Silver Band Chairman regarding Lease for Band Room at Old Town Hall and Mayor’s “Thank-you” evening

17th October

S106 Multi Gym Working Party visit to site at Seaton

24th October

Meeting with Chairman of Chamber of Commerce

25th October

Meeting with Martin Nancekivell

26th October

Meeting with Chairman of BMX/Skateboard Committee

27th October

Carnival Committee Meeting

2nd November

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Working Party Meeting
2. Cllr J Harding had tabled his report on 5 meetings he had attended: (1) DALC conference & (2) DALC Larger Councils Sub-Committee.  (3) The DCC Tough Choices public meeting was poorly attended (4 councillors and 6 members of the public). (4) Local Development Panel meeting at which he read out the Council’s letter.  (5) Localism & Neighbourhood Planning meeting at EDDC.
3. Cllr Holmes & Cllr Talbot had attended the Exeter Airport Consultative Panel meeting. Cllr Talbot had also attended the S106 Multi Gym and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee working party meetings and the Coleridge Festival weekend events.  Cllr Mitchell had attended a meeting of the Skateboard/BMX Trust.  Cllr Pang had attended the Localism & Neighbourhood Planning meeting at EDDC and the DCC Tough Choices public meeting.  Cllr L Harding had attended the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee working party and the Twinning Association meetings.  Cllr Carter had attended the Localism & Neighbourhood Planning meeting at EDDC.
4. Cllr Wright will update the Council on Neighbourhood Planning under the Localism Bill at a future meeting.
11/11/20
TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS
1. Cllr Carter congratulated the Mayor, Clerk and Deputy Clerk on achieving Quality Status for the Council.

2. Cllr L Harding asked if a bench purchased by the Tipton St John Residents’ Association could be added to the Council’s insurance policy.  She will provide the Clerk with relevant information and this will then be discussed at the Finance and General Purpose meeting.

3. Cllr Mitchell asked about the current situation regarding the completion of the Skateboard/BMX Park.  The Mayor reported that he was concerned about the lack of progress as at a meeting at the King’s School in June he understood that if an agreement was signed the Park would be ready for use by the school summer holidays.  Concerns regarding the company installing the ramps had been expressed to the Chairman of the Skateboard/BMX Trust. The Mayor 
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emphasised that completion of the project was not the Council’s responsibility but that because £10,000 of public money had been donated, plus over £15,000 of S106 money, the Council has a responsibility for ensuring it is being used.
Cllr Giles then declared a personal interest as he had donated £3,000 of his Devon Locality budget to the project for drainage work which has already been completed.
Cllr Pang outlined the sequence of events regarding the draft agreement and the work that had been done at the site. She stated that the £10,000 Council donation is still in the Trust’s bank account and could be returned.
4. Cllr Talbot reported a problem at the junction of Higher Broad Oak Road and Ashill Road regarding the gulley.  Cllr Giles agreed to report the matter.
The meeting closed at 9.20pm
The next Full Council Meeting will be on Monday 5th December 2011 at 7pm in the Council Chamber
Mayor’s signature: …………………………………………… Date: ……………………….
Mayor’s initials: …………………………………….


