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Minutes of the Meeting of the Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 7th March  2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Mayor 

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Giles, Holmes, Lewis, Pang, Williams (Town Ward), Talbot, Wright (West Hill Ward), Aherne, Carter (Tipton St John Ward), Hansford (North Ward) together with the Clerk

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

A resident of West Hill had attended the Planning Committee meeting in West Hill on 21st February.  She spoke regarding Planning Application 10/2375/MOUT and stated that the comment on the East Devon District Council’s (EDDC’s) Planning Portal from the Town Council’s Planning Committee “A more balanced use of this land would be appropriate” was not in the resolution passed by the Committee.  

A second West Hill resident who had also attended the Planning Committee Meeting endorsed the previous speaker’s comments.  Both speakers requested that the Minutes be changed.

PRAYER

The Clerk read the Council prayer.

11/03/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors Bloxham and Mitchell. 

11/03/02

TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT

PCSO Clapp presented PC Thomas’s apologies then reported that there were 15 crimes in February 2011 compared with 8 in February 2010. Vehicle crime saw 2 cars damaged in the Land of Canaan Car Park and elsewhere with a caravan damaged by fire opposite the Factory.  The Police Cadet unit has folded because of cutbacks. 17 cadets were in the unit with others on the waiting list.

The Mayor expressed regret that the Police Cadets had folded.

PCSO Clapp was informed of recent incidents of children playing “chicken” on town roads,

11/03/03

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Councillor (Cllr) Abbott declared a personal interest in item 17 (Accounts) as his business is a payee.

Cllr Carter declared a personal interest in item 13 (Planning Application 11/0417/FUL) as he is a friend of the applicant.

Cllr Williams declared a personal interest in item 10 (Supermarket use of tarmac on Council land at Strawberry Lane) as his Company does work for the Supermarket.

11/03/04

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The Minutes of the Meeting of 7th February 2011 (folios 11/02/01-11/02/22) were presented by the 

Mayor, were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
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11/03/05

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 9th February 2011 (folios P/11/02/01-P11/02/10) were presented by its Vice Chairman, and following the addition of Cllr Hansford to the attendance list, were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record. The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 21st February 2011 (folios P/11/02/11 –P11/02/17) were presented by its Chairman and proposed as a correct record.  Following debate regarding the wording of the resolution for Planning Application 10/2375/MOUT a vote was taken (of members present at that Committee meeting) and it was RESOLVED that the Minutes as presented should stand.  Cllrs Giles, Talbot and Wright requested that their votes against be recorded.

11/03/06 

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Cllr Giles’ report had previously been circulated which covered DCC Budget 2011/2012 – Rural Skips, Road Repairs, DCC Budget – Bus Services, EDDC Budget Process – Flood Prevention, East Devon Local Development Framework, and Minerals Consultation.  Cllr Giles expressed concern that the words “for information only” were included in the Agenda title.  The Mayor replied that this was to ensure that the Council did not make any decisions on items that were not on the Agenda but that any items raised in his Report could be put forward as Agenda items for the following Council Meeting.

11/03/07

TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE COUNCILLORS’ SURGERY OF 26TH FEBRUARY 2011 AND TO APPROVE ANY RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

The Mayor thanked Cllrs Pang and Aherne for attending and reported that as there had been little interest he proposed that there should be no more Surgeries for the time being.  They can be recommenced when necessary.

11/03/08

TO RECEIVE ANY INFORMATION RELATING TO THE CREATION OF A DROP-IN FACILITY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN OTTERY ST MARY

Cllr Giles, as leader on this project, expressed concerns given predicted Devon County Council cuts and suggested that Lisa Rutter (Devon Youth Service) be invited to the next Council Meeting to give further information.

11/03/09

TO MAKE A DECISION ON THE LOCATION OF ONE ADDITIONAL GRIT BIN FOR THE PARISH

In addition to two proposals at the February Meeting (Longdogs Lane and Metcombe Road) other proposals were: top of Taleford Hill, western end of Claremont Field, Washbrook View, Mill Lane (Alfington).  One is to be chosen as part-funded by the Council and Cllr Giles is willing to fund some additional bins from his Devon Locality Budget.

It was RESOLVED that the Mayor and Cllr Giles would meet and following liaison with DCC Highways would put forward suggestions to the next Meeting.
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11/03/10

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR WORKERS TO USE THE TARMAC AREA AT STRAWBERRY LANE FOR VEHICLE PARKING DURING THE SUPERMARKET CONSTRUCTION PHASE

It was RESOLVED to allow workers to use the tarmac area at the Council’s land at Strawberry Lane for vehicle parking during the construction phase subject to any damage being remedied.  In exchange the Council will seek support to put water and electricity onto the site.

11/03/11

TO DISCUSS A PROPOSAL FOR COUNCIL MEETINGS TO BE HELD IN WARDS OF THE PARISH

(a) Regarding Full Council Meetings the Mayor confirmed that the July Meeting was already booked for West Hill, a Meeting in Tipton St John will be arranged and the North Ward Councillor had confirmed that a suitable venue to encourage attendance was not possible.

(b) Regarding Planning Committee Meetings it was RESOLVED that when a major Planning application was to be considered the Mayor and Planning Chairman should decide whether the Committee Meeting should be held in the Ward concerned. 

(c) Cllr Holmes will research the cost of a portable PA system to be discussed at the next Meeting.

11/03/12

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON RENEWAL OF THE LEASE FOR THE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

EDDC will pay the rent on the TIC for 2011-2012.  The current Lease with the Landlord expires on 1st April 2011.  She has agreed to a 1-year extension of the Lease at the same rent. It was RESOLVED to pay for her Solicitor’s letter to confirm this.

Phyllis Baxter was thanked for the work she does as Manager of the Tourist Information Centre. 

11/03/13

TO CONSIDER AND DETERMINE OBSERVATIONS ON THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS

(a)  Reference

Applicant
Details

11/0409/LBC
Roberts
Replacement of 2 no. windows & installation of additional






Handrails balustrades to main staircase






Waxway Farm, Ottery St Mary EX11 1QD

The Council supported the application.

(b) 11/0417/FUL
Rudham
Proposed kitchen & garden room extension






Higher Cotley Farm, Fluxton, Ottery St Mary EX11 1RJ

The Council supported the application.

11/03/14

TO CONSIDER ANY RESPONSE TO POLICY CONSULTATIONS ON “A COMMUNITY RIGHT TO CHALLENGE” AND “A COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BUY – ASSETS OF LOCAL VALUE”

Cllr Lewis agreed to formulate responses and present them to the next Meeting for Council’s consideration of approval.
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11/03/15

TO REVIEW THE HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY AND THE RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY AND RISK ASSESSMENT

The Policies were reviewed and with some minor alterations it was RESOLVED to approve them for signing by the Mayor.

11/03/16

TO DECIDE ON ACTION REGARDING CORRESPONDENCE FROM OTTERY DOGS

Ottery Dogs had previously purchased three dog bins and had agreed to fund their emptying.  The Council had received an Invoice from EDDC for emptying the bins between 1st April 2010 and 31st March 2011.  The Clerk had invoiced Ottery Dogs but the Invoice had been returned together with a letter which was read out by the Mayor.

It was RESOLVED that the Council should pay EDDC’s Invoice for £720.

It was further RESOLVED that the Invoice be returned to Ottery Dogs to request payment when they have done the additional fund-raising mentioned in their letter.

It was further RESOLVED to request EDDC to fund the emptying of the three dog bins in future and if they cannot do this, to request that they be removed.

11/03/17
TO RECEIVE A FINANCIAL REPORT AND TO APPROVE THE JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2011 COUNCIL ACCOUNTS AS TABLED
(a) Cllr Lewis reported that in the January Council schedule of payments the roof repair at The Old Convent would be claimed under insurance and the replacement of the Tip Hill Safety Mirror had been partly funded from Cllr Giles’ Devon Locality budget.  In the February Council schedule of payments the legal fees for the West Hill Play Park had been refunded from Cllr Giles’ Devon Locality budget and there had been the first stage payment of the construction of the Play Park from the Playbuilder Grant.
During the previous discussion Cllrs Giles and Wright each declared a personal interest as members of the West Hill Playpark Committee.
(b) For the year to the end of February income was above budget.  The TIC budgeted loss for the year was £14,000 but to the end of February was under £10,000.
(c) It was RESOLVED to amalgamate the Council and Tourist Information Centre current Bank 
Accounts into one.
(d) Cllr Lewis presented the January 2011 schedule of payments as tabled showing £5,199.31 (excl.  

     VAT) for the Council and £1,432.42 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre (TIC). He  

     also presented the February 2011 schedule of payments as tabled showing £18,878.13 (excl.  

     VAT) for the Council and ££1,322.26 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre. It was 
     RESOLVED that they be approved and were signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
11/03/18

TO DISCUSS AND MAKE A DECISION ON COUNCILLORS’ ALLOWANCE RATES FOR 2011-2012
It was RESOLVED that for the year 2011-2012 the Members’ Allowance should be £283 and the Mayor’s Allowance £413.

11/03/19
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE ON:

(a) UPGRADING THE COUNCIL’S WEBSITE

The Deputy Clerk had been experiencing problems with the website and it was RESOLVED to upgrade it to Version 4 with the provider at a cost of £195.
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(b) PURCHASE OF POSTS FOR ALLOTMENT NUMBER MARKERS

It was RESOLVED to purchase the wood for the posts at a cost of £64.80 plus VAT.

11/03/20

ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of East Devon District Council have requested a visit to Ottery St Mary.  This will be on Monday 4th April 2011 with a programme to be arranged.

11/03/21
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK

(a) Local Government Elections information

The Election timetable has been received. Tuesday 22nd March is when Clerk can distribute Nomination Packs.  Nominations must be received at EDDC by noon on 4th April

(b) Invitation to Localism Bill Workshop
Honiton Town Council is hosting a presentation about the Localism Bill on Tuesday 22nd March 2pm – 4.30pm at Honiton Town Council.  Councillors should advise the Clerk if they wish to attend.

(c) Road Closures

     Sandhill Street 9th -11th March-  For BT Openreach

     Knightstone Road 21st – 27th March – South West Water

     Higher Broad Oak Road 1st – 3rd June – For South West Water

     Metcombe Vale to Coombe Vale 6th June – 3rd July – For South West Water

(c) Invitation to Open Evening at new East Devon Crematorium
The Open evening is from 6-8pm on Tuesday 5th April. Councillors should advise the Clerk if they wish to attend.

(d) Making it work locally
This event is to be held at Exeter City Football Club on Tuesday 15th March 2011 from 9.45am – 4pm.  It was agreed to pay the cost of £10 + VAT for a Councillor who advises the Clerk (s)he wishes to attend.

11/03/22
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE

The following items were available for viewing by Councillors in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 7th March 2011 and were also tabled at the Meeting

1. Devon & Cornwall Police: Response to follow-up letter sent regarding concerns of partially sighted town resident

2. East Devon District Council (EDDC): Response to follow-up letter sent regarding concerns of partially sighted town resident

3. Devon County Council (DCC): Response to request for residents only parking on behalf of residents in Sandhill Street and Mill Street

4. EDDC:  East Devon Core Strategy – Feedback Report on Consultation is to be presented to EDDC Development Management Committee at Knowle on Tuesday 15th March at 2pm

5. Exeter Airport Consultative Group: Minutes of Meeting held on 10th November 2010

6. Gilbert Stephens Solicitors: Lease of West Hill Play Park – Confirming receipt of payment for Trustees legal fees and that the final version of Lease is awaited.

7. Gilbert Stephens Solicitors: advertising fixed fees for Employment Law

8. Ottery & District Skate & BMX Trust: thanking Council for allocating Section 106 funding to the Trust.
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9. EDDC: Forward Plan for 1st March 2011 – 30th June 2011

10. DCC: Proposed diversion of Public Footpath No 90 Ottery St Mary at Mount Houlditch Farm.  Parish Paths Partnership (P3) Co-ordinator advises this is acceptable.

11. EDDC: advising that Concessionary Bus Travel from 1st April 2011 will transfer to DCC.

12. Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC): Larger Councils Sub Committee Meeting Minutes of 14th October 2010 and Agenda for Meeting of 17th February 2011

13. East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership: Minutes of the Meeting of 25th January 2011

14. Devon Association of Local Councils: Newsletter 2011

15. National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners (NSALG): Allotment & Leisure Gardener Issue 1 2011

16. “Clerks & Councils Direct” March 2011

Also forwarded previously:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

2. DCC “In Touch”  February 2011

3. DCC “Devon Funding News” February 2011

Late Correspondence

1. EDDC: Council Tax information

2. DCC: Closure of Ottery St Mary Skip Service at Land of Canaan

3. Audit Commission: Appointment of Jackie Bellard  as auditor for 2010/11 and future years

4. Devon Concessionary Bus Travel Partnership: Information on changes – DCC taking it over

11/03/23
TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
The Mayor’s Meetings since the February Meeting had been tabled:

8th February

Office Meeting with Clerk & Deputy Clerk

9th February

EDDC Interviews regarding footbridge/cycleway over River Otter




Sainsbury information Meeting

10th February

Christmas Lights Meeting with Chairman of Chamber of Commerce

16th February

Meeting at EDDC regarding footbridge/cycleway over River Otter

26th February

Councillors’ Surgery

3rd March

Meeting re footbridge with Sainsbury and land owner 

Cycle & footbridge Connect 2 Community Steering Group
Cllr Talbot had met with the Tourist Information Centre Manager regarding a Coleridge event to be held on the weekend of 21st October.

Cllr Hansford had attended the Meeting of the Allotment Management Committee

Cllr Abbott had attended the Christmas Lights meeting and the Sainsbury information meeting.

Cllr Holmes had attended the Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC) Larger Councils Committee Meeting.

11/03/24

TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS 

(a) Cllr Holmes asked if the Council would consider again the recording of Meetings.  It was agreed that this would go to the next Meeting as an Agenda item.  Cllr Giles referred to a letter he had received about this topic and a copy was given to the Clerk.

(b) Cllr Abbott expressed concern about the wall surrounding the Supermarket construction site which appeared to have been partially knocked down

(c) Cllr Wright expressed the view that it was important that the Council was clear in its resolutions at Meetings.

-77-

(d) Cllr Lewis reported potholes on Winters Lane and also a collapsed road in an area outside the Parish between Sherwood Farm, Feniton and Yellingham Farm Milton.  Cllr Giles reminded Councillors to report these to the Clerk as soon as they are noticed and not save them up for Meetings.

(e) Cllr Pang invited interested Councillors to a Meeting of the Locality Health & Care Team at which the Locality Director of Health & Social Care will speak.

(f) Cllr Carter asked about the Salston and was told that the Fire Officer had been put in touch with the owners.

The Meeting closed at 9.15pm

The next Full Council meeting will be on  Monday 4th April 2011 at 7pm in the Council Chamber

Mayor’s signature:……………………………………………

Date: …………………………………………………………..
Mayor’s initials:……………………….


