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Minutes of the Meeting of the Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 6th June 2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Mayor 

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Carter, Giles, Holmes, Lewis, Pang, (Town Ward), Mitchell, Talbot, Wright (West Hill Ward), J Harding,

L Harding (Tipton St John Ward) together with the Clerk

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were no public questions

COUNCILPRAYER

Cllr Lewis read the Council Prayer
11/06/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Hansford.

11/06/02

TO RECEIVE A POLICE REPORT

PCSO Clapp had been called away so it was agreed to defer this item until her return.  As she did not return before the end of the meeting, the Clerk is to request a written report and will circulate it.

11/06/03

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON CO-OPTION TO FILL THE VACANCY FOR THE WEST HILL WARD AND TO CONSIDER ACTION REGARDING THE VACANCY FOR THE NORTH WARD

Following discussion regarding the merits of a Ward Councillor living outside the Ward, it was RESOLVED to co-opt Vesey Davoren as a Councillor to represent the West Hill Ward.  The vacancy for the North Ward will be re-advertised. 

11/06/04

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA

There were no declarations of interest at this point.

11/06/05

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Monday 16th May 2011 (folios 11/05/01-11/05/38) were presented by the Mayor, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/06/06 

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 23rd May 2011 (folios P/11/05/07-P/11 /05/13) were presented by its Chairman, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/06/07

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS

(a) Cllr Giles’ Report had been previously circulated by him and included: Community Speed Watch, West Hill Road “Missing Link” pavement, Tour of Britain Cycle Ride.

(b) Cllr Wright reported that she was on the Scrutiny and LDF Committees.  A Housing Needs Survey is underway in West Hill, organised by the Community Council of Devon (CCD) and commissioned by a local landowner (who had no influence over the questions).  In Feniton there 
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is to be an exhibition regarding a proposed development of 122 houses.  Some of this development will be in the Parish of Ottery St Mary Town Council.

(c) The Mayor commented that at the January Meeting, the CCD representative had promised that a Housing Needs Survey would be undertaken in both West Hill and Tipton St John for completion within 2 months. Information was given that the Developer of the proposed housing scheme in Tipton had decided against funding the Survey there.

11/06/08

TO REVIEW THE MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES, APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES AND OTHER COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

Cllr Giles declared a personal interest in the West Hill Play Park appointment as he has contributed some of his Devon County Council Locality budget to it.

Council Appointments: Cllr Talbot was appointed to the West Hill Play Park and to the Coleridge Festival Weekend.  Cllr Mitchell was appointed as Skateboard Park/BMX representative.

Connect 2 bridge Official Opening: Cllrs Giles, Pang and L Harding will assist the Mayor in the organisation of this event on 29th August (Bank Holiday Monday).

11/06/09

TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ABOUT ADDITIONAL GRIT BIN PROVISION FOR THE PARISH

Cllr Giles circulated maps showing the location of 11 grit bins funded jointly through the Town Council and his Devon County Council Locality budget. These should be installed soon.

11/06/10

TO CONSIDER ANY ACTION ON CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED REGARDING PROCESSES PERTAINING TO SECTION 106 FUNDING

The letter from Elli Pang had been circulated in advance.  Cllr Pang emphasised that she wanted consistency in the process of deciding on projects and that the public should know exactly what is being proposed. Cllr Talbot commented that projects proposed did not have to be detailed so as not to deter ideas being put forward. The Mayor commented that East Devon District Council (EDDC) makes the Policy and runs the process on S106 funding and that Cllr Pang had been supplied by EDDC with answers to questions she had raised.  The Multi Gym Project has had an initial meeting 

to begin on firming up ideas and possible locations are now to be looked at. 

11/06/11

TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON TERMS FOR USE OF THE TARMAC AREA AT STRAWBERRY LANE BY CONTRACTORS ENGAGED IN THE SUPERMARKET CONSTRUCTION

The Contractors will (a) pay ground rent of £3,000 for the period 1st June – 12th October 2011 on a full repair and maintenance (b) provide white lining for parking bays, (c) provide 2no Cycle hoops.

11/06/12

TO CONSIDER ACTION ON CELEBRATIONS FOR THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE IN 2012 

£1,000 had been budgeted for these celebrations in the Precept. Some suggestions had been made such as adding to the Victoria Monument at the top of Silver Street and the offer of an event to be held at the Football Club.  It was RESOLVED to set up a Working Party of Councillors Dobson, Abbott, Lewis, L Harding and Mitchell.
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11/06/13

TO CONSIDER ACTIONS REGARDING CHRISTMAS IN OTTERY ST MARY 2011 (A) LIGHTS (B) PARTICIPATION IN THE PARISH CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

(A) A meeting between Council representatives (Cllrs Dobson, Holmes, Lewis & Talbot) and the Chamber of Commerce had been held in February.  A suggestion has been made to purchase lights.  It was RESOLVED to request a further meeting with the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce

Cllr Lewis declared a personal interest in the following item, as the Parish Church is a client of his.

(B) The Festival from 23rd-27th November will allow organisations to promote themselves through the decoration of a Christmas tree.  It was RESOLVED that £45 could be spent on the purchase of a tree.

11/06/14

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE INSTALLATION OF A TOURIST NETWORK SCREEN IN THE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

Cllr Holmes had visited a Tourist Information Centre (TIC) where this had been installed.  70% of the content is supplied by the Company and 30% by the TIC for its own local events and information.  It was RESOLVED to approve this installation. 

11/06/15

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF ATTENDANCE AT THE DEVON PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE AND AGM

It was RESOLVED to approve the attendance of Cllr J Harding and Cllr Pang at this event at £20 per head.

11/06/16

TO FURTHER REVIEW THE ASSET REGISTER

Following last meeting, amendment has been made to the wording of the land adjacent to the Bowling Club at Strawberry Lane.  Investigations are being made to establish the value of the Winters Lane Tennis Courts (transferred from EDDC).  A total column has also been added to the Register.

11/06/17

TO RECEIVE A FINANCIAL REPORT AND APPROVE THE MAY 2011 COUNCIL ACCOUNTS AS TABLED

Cllr Lewis presented the May schedule of payments showing £23,804.97 (excl. VAT) for the Council and £1,595.09 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre.  He pointed out that the Council figure included the annual Insurance premium, West Hill Play Park construction final payment and tarmac work at the side of the Old Convent.  Some is recouped from other sources.  It was RESOLVED that the payments be approved and they were signed by the Mayor. 

11/06/18

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING EXPENDITURE: (A) UPDATING SOFTWARE FOR SAGE INSTANT ACCOUNTS & LOCAL COUNCIL RISK SYSTEM (B) BOOK: “THE PARISH COUNCILLOR’S GUIDE” (C) “LOCAL COUNCIL REVIEW” ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION (D) TITLE TO KYOCERA COPIER

It was RESOLVED that each of the following expenditure be approved:

(A) Updating Sage Accounting software at £65 plus carriage and VAT and updating Local Council Risk System software at £24 plus carriage and VAT.  Both are necessary because of new computer systems using Windows 7.

(B) “The Local Councillor’s Guide” – updated edition at £12.75 plus carriage.

(C) “Local Council Review” annual subscription at £15.50

(D) Title to the old Kyocera copier at £150 which will support office administration.
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11/06/19

TO APPROVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2011

The draft accounts had been previously circulated to all Councillors.  Cllr Lewis reported on them and answered questions.  It was RESOLVED that the Accounts for the year ending March 2011 be approved.  

11/06/20

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE REPORT OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR AND TO APPROVE THE SIGNING OF THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR THE AUDIT COMMISSION FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2011

(a) Cllr Lewis presented the final Internal Auditor’s Report for 2010-2011 dated 24th May 2011, which concluded that the overall risk was low.  The Internal Auditor had highlighted in his October Report that the Council had not accepted the lowest quotation for a new computer system.  It was omitted to explain in the Minutes at the time (folio 10/09/22) that of the three close quotations obtained, the one chosen was from a local business which being in close proximity to the Council Offices was easily accessible for IT support when needed.  It was RESOLVED to accept the Internal Auditor’s Report. 

(b) It was RESOLVED to approve the signing of Section 1 (Accounting Statements) of the Audit Commission Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2011.

(c) It was RESOLVED to insert “yes” in numbers 1 – 8 of Section 2 (Annual Governance Statements) and to approve the signing of it for the year ended 31st March 2011. 

11/06/21  

ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

There were no matters of urgency.

11/06/22


TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK

(a) Invitation to Cosmic Open Day at Honiton on Friday 10th June 10am – 3pm

(b) Invitation to Pixie Day –Saturday 11th June – reminder that all Councillors are invited

(c) Devon Association of Local Councils: Election to County Committee 2011-2015 East Devon Area. Votes were provided to the Clerk who will send them off.

(d) Emergency repair work will be needed to the floor of the Cleaner’s cupboard where floor boards have rotted.

(e  The Mayor stated that Standing Orders needed to be reviewed with respect to 21b – Canvassing  

     of and recommendations by councillors.  It is to be referred to a future meeting.
11/06/23

TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE

These items were available for viewing in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 6th June 2011 and were also tabled at the Meeting

1. La Crueta Secondary College, Salinas, Spain: Thanks for the visit to Ottery including the Council Offices

2. EDDC Building Control: Action following Council’s enquiry about thatched garage at Metcombe

3. Exeter International Airport: Minutes of meeting of Consultative Group held on 11th May 2011

4. Resident of Tip Hill:  Copy of letter to EDDC responding to their letter regarding his property

5. DCC: Emergency Planning Newsletter June 2011

6. Strategic Land Partnerships: advising of Public Exhibition of proposals for land at Ottery Road, Feniton, to be held on Wednesday 1st June.  (letter received on 31st May).

7. Notice of application for road closure:

Road through Fluxton between junction with West Hill Road and 1 Tipton Vale 19th September to 14th October 2011 (Streetworks – South West Water)
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Also forwarded previously to Councillors:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

2. DCC: “In Touch” May 2011

Late Correspondence:

1. Resident of Winters Lane: enquiry about Council Field at St Saviour’s and whether it can be used as an amenity for dog walking. An item relating to dogs will be put on the next Agenda.

2. EDDC Building Control: further information relating to the thatched garage at Metcombe.  Remedial works have been undertaken and a long-term solution is being looked at by the owner.

3. Business in Mill Street: copy of letter sent - very concerned about the closure of Hind Street for utilities work relating to the Supermarket construction leading to two-way traffic in Mill Street which will affect his business. 

4. The Mayor reported that the closure was likely to be 10 days at the end of July/beginning of August. 

Cllr Giles will find out what money raised by EDDC in car parking fees at the Land of Canaan over a similar period last year.  The Planning Committee is delegated the authority to make a decision on action regarding car parking charges at the Land of Canaan Car Park.

11/06/24

TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

The Mayor’s Meetings since the May Meeting had been tabled.
A report had been circulated from Cllr Talbot about the Chamber of Commerce Meeting on 25th May.  This was noted.

11/06/25

TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS

(a) Cllr Carter asked about the old Salston Hotel.  No report of a visit from EDDC had been received following previous reports.  The Clerk will ask again.

(b) Cllr Pang reported that the first phase of the Skateboard/BMX Park will be open by the end of July.  The Town Council will receive an invitation.  She commended Keith Richardson for all of his work.

(c) Cllr Abbott asked about King’s School students cleaning the wall in front of the Old Convent as part of the School’s Project Week. The Mayor replied that this had been approved by the owner.

(d) Cllr Abbott expressed concern that the Land of Canaan Park had been reduced in size with the widening of the footpath leading to the bridge and the installation of the temporary toilets which would impact on Pixie Day.

(e) Cllr Holmes said that flowers had been obtained to go into the Council flower beds.  Grass around the town was very long as a result of DCC’s budget cuts from 6 to 4 in the year.  Cllr Giles had been asked to supply a grass cutting schedule.

(f) Cllr Holmes commented on the untidy state of the Millennium Green grass which is cut by a volunteer organisation. There was discussion as to whether the Millennium Green Trust wished to keep the land.

The Meeting closed at 9.18pm 
The next Full Council meeting will be on Monday 4th July 2011 at 7pm in the Narthex of West Hill Church

Mayor’s signature:……………………………………………

Date: …………………………………………………………..
Mayor’s initials: …………………………..


