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Minutes of the Meeting of Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on 

Monday 6th February 2012 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Mayor

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Carter, Giles, Holmes, Pang (Town Ward), Davoren, Mitchell, Talbot, Wright (West Hill Ward), J Harding, L Harding (Tipton St John Ward), Bartlett, Hansford (North Ward) together with the Clerk

The Mayor welcomed back Cllr Abbott after his recent health problems.  He also congratulated Paul Lewis (present as a member of the public) as “Town Councillor elect” with his position becoming formalised after noon on Wednesday 8th February.

PRESENTATION BY EMMA BISHOP, MP FOR COMPLEX NEEDS WITH THE DEVON LEARNING DISABILITY PARLIAMENT ON “WHAT THE LEARNING DISABILITY PARLIAMENT IS AND WHAT I DO”

Emma Bishop explained that the Devon Learning Disability Parliament was set up 4 years before.  She helps on the Complex Needs Speaking Up Group in East Devon.  She wants everyone, whatever their disability, to have the same service and rights such as toilet facilities when out shopping.  Exeter has a “Changing Places” toilet and she thinks there should be more in East Devon. She has met with MP Neil Parish who supports her work, has been to the Houses of Parliament and has had two articles in the local paper about her campaign. Exeter City Council has now put up better signs to the Changing Places toilet.  She hopes that a lot more people will be made aware of the issues through her article in the Changing Places website and in the Mencap magazine.  She explained that the Changing Places toilet is large, has a changing bed and hoist and benches.

The Mayor thanked Emma and wished her well with her campaign.

Cllr Hansford arrived at 7.08pm.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were no public questions

PRAYER

The Clerk read the Council prayer

12/02/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies as all Councillors were present.

12/02/02

TO RECEIVE A POLICE REPORT

PCSO Clapp reported that there had been 10 crimes in January 2012 compared with 3 crimes in January 2011. Incoming calls are no longer being measured.  Crimes had included assault, theft of mobile phone and harassment (the latter two being dealt with by Restorative Justice).  69% of the public say that Devon & Cornwall Police are doing a good job and the Force has been ranked first for respect and fairness. Chief Constable Otter is leaving and joining the Police Inspectorate.
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12/02/03

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA

Cllr Giles declared a prejudicial interest in item 14 (Heritage Society request) as he makes a personal financial contribution to the Society.

It was RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended by s.100 LGA 1972 the public (including the press) be excluded from part of item 6 (Recommendations of the Personnel Committee Meeting) and all of item 15 (nomination of a person to attend a Diamond Jubilee Service) owing to the confidential nature of the contents.

The Mayor thanked the Clerk for the extra work she had undertaken recently during the absence through sickness of the Deputy Clerk and following the resignation of the Accounts Assistant.

12/02/04

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

(a) The Minutes of the Meeting of Tuesday 3rd January 2012 (minute refs 12/01/01-12/01/22) were presented by the Mayor, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

(b) Following a question from Cllr Wright, the Mayor assured her that the outside door of the building would not be locked during meetings.  An email had been received from a member of the public regarding restricting the number of the members of the public attending meetings in the Chamber which was read out.  The Clerk is to respond explaining the reasoning behind this.

12/02/05

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ANY AMENDMENT OF THE ITEM “COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS” ON FUTURE AGENDAS
(a) The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings of 9th January 2012 (minute refs P/12/01/01-P12/01-17) were presented by its Chairman.   Following an amendment to minute reference P/12/01/05 (first line) to delete “spoke of his dismay” and insert “said that”, the Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.   The Minutes of the meeting of 16th January 2012 (minute refs P/12/01/18-P/12/01/24) were presented by its Chairman, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

(b) It was RESOLVED that in future the Agenda item should read “Councillors’ questions relating to Planning Matters”.

12/02/06

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING

The Minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting of 23rd January 2012 (minute refs Pe12/01/01-Pe12/01/05) were presented by its Chairman, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

The following item was taken after item 13 which was brought forward for the benefit of a member of the public.

12/02/07

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING OF 23RD JANUARY 2012

(a) It was RESOLVED to adopt all the recommendations including the Grievance Procedure, the Disciplinary Procedure and the Dignity at Work/Bullying and Harassment Policy. The Mayor will sign each.

(b) Following discussion at the Meeting the Mayor reported that he had ascertained from the Council’s Accountant that for 4 hours per week he would charge £200 per month for the Sage accounting work on a two month trial basis.  It was RESOLVED to approve this. 
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12/02/08

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS

(a) Cllr Giles’ Report (previously circulated) covered Flood Defence, Water Charges, Diamond Jubilee Street Parties and Sainsbury’s Wall.

(b) Cllr Wright gave her verbal Report in which she congratulated all those involved in the outdoor gym project but expressed her concern that almost half the S106 money used to fund it, came from planning applications in the Ottery St Mary Rural Ward.  The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) (which will replace S106) can be used over a far greater distance including across several Parishes and in different districts from where the funds were generated.  The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) has published a Report showing that over half of the English countryside will be at risk if the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is published without restoring the protection of the undesignated countryside.

12/02/09

TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE ANY ACTION TO BE TAKEN AS A RESULT OF CLLR GILES’ REPORT RECEIVED

No action was necessary.

12/02/10

TO RECEIVE FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING PLANS FOR A SPORTS PAVILION ON COUNCIL LAND AT STRAWBERRY LANE AND CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AND TO CONSIDER DEFERRAL OF SUBMITTING A PLANNING APPLICATION

(a) Cllr J. Harding reported that the Council’s application for funding to Sport England had failed because more detail was needed on the project including evidence of more involvement of local community groups. Leisure East Devon (LED) through “Active Devon – Active Villages” will undertake a survey of sports needs in the community and this will aid a renewed application to Sport England.

(b) It was RESOLVED to defer submitting a planning application (for 3 months) for a Sports Pavilion on the field because of information received from LED.

(c) The Ottery St Mary Petanque Club has formally registered its interest in moving to the field when facilities have been installed.  This was noted.

(d) Correspondence from a representative of the Ottery St Mary Cricket Club was read out which expressed concern about the Council’s plans.  The message contained some misunderstanding of the situation and the Clerk will respond. 

12/02/11

TO RECEIVE INFORMATION REGARDING THE “WALKERS ARE WELCOME” INITIATIVE

As Parish Paths Partnership (P3) Co-ordinator, Cllr J. Harding explained that by obtaining enough signatures of support, it would be possible to join this initiative.  The Parish would then be listed on its website and this would encourage more walkers and help to promote tourism.  His Report was noted.

12/02/12

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON WHAT TO INCLUDE ON THE PROPOSED DIRECTIONAL FINGER POST TO BE ERECTED IN HIND STREET AND TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ABOUT PROPOSALS TO THE ENTRANCE OF TAR LANE

(a) Confirmation had been received from EDDC that no planning permission is required for the finger post.
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(b) It was RESOLVED that the “fingers” on the post should point to: Public Toilets (in Sainsbury’s), Local Shops (through Tar Lane), Tourist Information Centre, Parish Church, Institute, Council Offices and Tumbling Weir.  A Poetry Stones finger to be added when they are in situ.

(c) It was RESOLVED to approve a cost of £1,500 approx., which would come from the Sainsbury’s S106 money as would the bench which is to be located on the pavement adjacent to the post.  DCC has given consent for the bench.

(d) A diagram of a proposed archway to the entrance of Tar Lane was displayed.  The Filling Station owner is in agreement with a supporting post being on the edge of the forecourt.

(e) The proposal has been circulated among Chamber of Commerce members by its Chairman. 

The following item was taken after item 6 for the benefit of a member of the public.

12/02/13

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF APPLYING FOR PLANNING PERMISSION FOR WEST HILL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION NOTICE BOARD

The Treasurer of West Hill Residents’ Association explained that planning permission for the board is not needed as long as the Town Council appoints the Residents’ Association as the official body to install and maintain it.

It was RESOLVED to appoint West Hill Residents’ Association to act on the Town Council’s behalf to install and maintain the notice board for community use. Advice had been provided by EDDC Central Planning that the notice board will then fall within the scope of Schedule 2, Part 12, Class A of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995.

Having declared a prejudicial interest, Cllr Giles left the Chamber

12/02/14

TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE HERITAGE SOCIETY REGARDING USE OF THE REDUNDANT MALE TOILET AT THE FLEXTON, OTTERY ST MARY

It was RESOLVED to lease the redundant male toilet to the Heritage Society at the same rate and on the same terms as the Lease for the redundant female toilet which they already hold.

Cllr Giles returned to the Chamber

12/02/15

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A NOMINATION FOR A MEMBER OF THE PARISH TO ATTEND A SERVICE AT EXETER CATHEDRAL ON 27TH MAY 2012 TO CELEBRATE THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF THE QUEEN

Two nominations were decided on.  If the first is unable to accept, then the second will be invited.  It was RESOLVED to pay £5 per head (for refreshments) for those attending.
12/02/16

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ANY RESPONSE TO CORRESPONDENCE FROM DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL REGARDING A MINERALS CORE STRATEGY CONSULTATION EVENT

It was RESOLVED that arrangements be made with DCC Minerals and Waste Planning Officer to hold its consultation event immediately before a full council meeting in March or April to be held preferably in West Hill.

12/02/17

TO RECEIVE A REPORT REGARDING THE 2012 COLERIDGE LITERARY FESTIVAL

Cllr Talbot reported that this year the Festival would be at the end of August and not be restricted to Coleridge. A small organising Committee is to be formed to organise a variety of events.  A website is to be set up.  The event will encourage tourism and business.
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12/02/18

TO CONSIDER USE OF THE COUNCIL LAND AT ST SAVIOURS

The field was originally purchased by the Council for the construction of the footbridge/cycle way over the River Otter although the site was subsequently changed. The maintenance of it is the Council’s responsibility.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr Hansford be permitted to graze sheep on the field to keep it in good order.

12/02/19

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON THE CONTINUATION OF THE ANNUAL MAYOR’S CHARITY

It was RESOLVED that the annual Mayor’s Charity should continue.  The Clerk will advertise it for 2012 with a decision being made at the Annual Parish Meeting on 24th April 2012.
12/02/20

TO REVIEW AND APPROVE FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

It was RESOLVED to approve the current Financial Regulations with no amendment,

12/02/21

TO CONFIRM THE RATE OF COUNCILLORS’ ALLOWANCES FOR 2012-2013

It was RESOLVED that for the financial year 2012-2013 the Member’s Allowance should be £283 and the Mayor’s Allowance £413. This can only be claimed by elected (not co-opted) Councillors.  

12/02/22

TO CONFIRM ITEMS IN RESTRICTED RESERVES

It was RESOLVED that the following be restricted reserves for the financial year 2012-2013:

(a) £10,000 for Skateboard/BMX Park plus the £20,300 paid to the Council by them as the Council has agreed to act as Banker for the project.  Both amounts are subject to the condition that no payment has been made prior to 31st March 2012and if so, a pro rata amount is to be included in restricted reserves.
(b) £10,000 for building maintenance.
(c) £2,000 for Queen’s Jubilee.  This sum to include £250 for each Ward. Ward Councillors should make recommendations which will then be approved by Full Council.
(d) £1,000 for Grit bins (if not billed by DDC before 31st March 2012).
It was further RESOLVED that the following will be removed from restricted reserves for 2012-2013 as the project did not go ahead:

· £600 for cost of hiring Feoffee Room as a Drop-In Centre for young people.
12/02/23

TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL REPORTS AND TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 2012 SCHEDULES OF PAYMENT AS TABLED

The Mayor presented the January 2012 schedule of payments as tabled showing £5,587.28 (excl. VAT) for the Council and £1,574.22 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre.  It was RESOLVED that each be approved and they were signed by the Mayor.

 12/02/24

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE ON: (A) MAINTENANCE OF COUNCIL NOTICEBOARDS (B) CLERK’S ATTENDANCE AT A CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COURSE (C) A SAFE FOR COUNCIL OFFICE  

(a) Maintenance of Council Notice boards: It was RESOLVED that the quotation from Big Foot Enterprises for £701.80 be accepted.  Only one quotation had been received despite the Clerk’s efforts to obtain others. 
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(b) Clerk’s attendance at Cemetery Management Course: It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should attend the Cemetery Legal Compliance Course in Exeter on 15th May 2012 at a cost of £95 plus travelling. 
(c) A Safe for the Council Office: The Internal Auditor had commented that this would be advisable.  It was RESOLVED that up to £300 could be spent on this and the Clerk was delegated to order one.  
12/02/25                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

There were no matters of urgency.

12/02/26


TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK
1. The Mayor reported on a successful opening event for the Outdoor Gym at the Land of Canaan on Saturday 4th February 2012. 
2. South West Water Meeting & Visit to Borehole. Cllrs Dobson, Holmes, Davoren, Bartlett and Giles were reminded of the meeting at 2pm on 7th February 2012. 
3. Locality Neighbourhood Plan Workshop at Awliscombe Parish Hall: Monday 27th February 2012 11am – 4pm. Councillors attending: J Harding and Pang. 
4. The Housing Service: New Challenges and welfare reform at EDDC Wednesday 29th February 2012 6pm -9pm.  Councillors attending: Cllr J Harding and Pang.
5. Regarding the possibility of removing the wall between the Council Chamber and the meeting Room, the Mayor reported that it might be possible without removing the whole chimney.  A briefing paper including the cost of a structural engineer’s report and estimated income for the combined room is to be provided for a future meeting.
12/02/27

TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE

(a) The following items were available for Councillors to view in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 6th February 2012 and were also tabled at the Meeting.

1. Responses from Martin Harvey (Chairman Quality Council Accreditation Panel and Cllr Frances Newth (Vice Chairman EDDC) regarding Quality Council Presentation Evening.

2. Copies of correspondence between a local town resident and Sainsbury’s Supermarket Store Manager regarding local retailers and coping stones on the surrounding wall

3. Dance Action for Youth: thanks for Grant to be awarded in April 2012

4. Ottery & District Men’s Forum: thanks for Grant to be awarded in April 2012

5. Email from a town resident regarding concerns about speeding traffic on Sidmouth Road between Gerway Lane and Tip Hill crossroads

6. EDDC: Grant of Planning Permission to Ottery St Mary Town Council for change of use of the first floor of The Old Convent to a mixed B1(a) (office) and D1 (non-residential institution) use.

7. Road closures reminders:

· From Western Power 6th – 10th February: Junction of Gold Street and Brook Street, Ottery St Mary

· From May Gurney 11th – 12th February: opposite White Hart Stables, involving closure of Gold Street

8. Coleridge Memorial Project: News Update No 9 and copies of recent leaflet publications
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9. Exeter International Airport Consultative Group: Agenda and subsequent Minutes of Meeting of 11th January 2012

10. Exeter City Council: Invitation to launch of Fairtrade Fortnight on Thursday 23rd February 2012

11. EDDC: Forward Plan 1st February – 31st May 2012

12. Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust: Foundation Trust Application Consultation invitation

13.  “Junkmail” Issue 8 2011: Devon Community Recycling & Community Composting Network News

14. “The Alfington Parish Pump” Issue 14 Winter 2011/2012

15. “Clerks & Councils Direct” January 2012 Issue 79

Also forwarded previously:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

2. DCC: In Touch January 2012

3. DCC: Funding News January 2012

4. EDDC: Funding Opportunities information

5. EDDC: Invitation to Outdoor Gym Opening Event in Land of Canaan on Saturday 4th February at 11am

6. Coleridge Memorial Project News Update No 9

(c) Late Correspondence received

i. Email received regarding the limitation of public attendance at Council Meetings. The Clerk is to respond using points discussed earlier in the meeting.

ii. Two emails received regarding parking on Franklea Close/Winters Lane junction. These have been forwarded to the Police who have placed cones there previously. Cllr Giles reported that DCC will not be financing any double yellow lines unless they are associated with other works.  The emails are to be forwarded to Cllr Giles who will request DCC to liaise with the Police.  The Police are to be asked to visit the area frequently.
iii. Email received responding to Council’s request for suggestions of how to use £10,000 S106 money in the town centre.  The Clerk is to respond using points discussed.
12/02/28

TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

(a) The Mayor’s Meetings (below) were tabled 

4th January
Quality Council Presentation evening

11th January
Meeting with Cllr Pang

17th January    Quality Council Training Session on Advertisement Consents and Works to Trees 

Consents at EDDC 

18th January
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Meeting

27th January
Meeting regarding possible Tar Lane Improvements

(b) Cllr Carter had attended the Quality Council Training Session on Advertisement Consent

and Works to Trees Consents at EDDC.  He felt that Advertisement Consent could be taken 

on by the Council but felt that Works to trees was more complicated.  

(c) Cllr Mitchell reported that in his role as King’s School Governor he had signed the agreement between the Ramp supplier, the School and the Skateboard/BMX Trust.
(d) Cllr Talbot had attended the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Meeting, the Exeter Airport Meeting and the Literary Festival Meeting.
(e) Cllr Holmes had attended the Exeter Airport meeting. 
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12/02/29

TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS

(a) Cllr Hansford asked about the lack of repair to fencing at head Weir. Cllr Giles will follow this up.

(b) Cllr L. Harding asked why the Planning Committee went against the Council’s recommendation to the Local Plan dated 1st January 2012 with regard to application 11/2172 Barton Orchard, Tipton St John.  
The meeting closed at 9.22 pm and went into confidential session.

The next Full Council Meeting will be on Monday 5th March 2012 at 7pm in the Council Chamber
Mayor’s signature: …………………………………………… Date: ……………………….
Mayor’s initials: ……………………….


