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Minutes of the Meeting of the Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Tipton St John Community Hall on Monday 5th September 2011 at 7.00pm
PRESENT
Mayor

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Carter, Giles, Holmes, Lewis, Pang (Town Ward), Mitchell, Talbot (from 7.30pm) (West Hill Ward), J Harding,

(Tipton St John Ward), Hansford (North Ward)
PUBLIC QUESTIONS

(a) A representative of the Tipton St John Residents’ Association thanked the Council for coming to Tipton for its meeting and for the newly installed grit bin on the corner of Hayne Park.  She asked about progress with obtaining a 20mph speed limit through the village.   Cllr Giles responded that the limit would only start at the river bridge and that the Devon County Council (DCC) Officer had stated that the criteria had not been met for extending it through the village and that a 20mph limit could only go in where there is a school.  She requested the Town Council’s support to ensure that the main street was also incorporated.  Cllr Giles stated that he had made a commitment to pay for the works from his DCC Locality budget and he would follow it up again.  He also stated that the grit bin was partly funded by his DCC Locality budget.
(b) A resident from Barrack Road/Exeter Road Ottery St Mary, spoke on behalf of others regarding correspondence sent by them to the Town Council expressing great concern about the speed of vehicles on that road and requesting traffic calming measures, perhaps a painted mini roundabout in the interim.  The Mayor stated that he is conscious of the problem and that PCSO Clapp had visited the residents.  Cllr Giles referred to the comments that would be presented to East Devon District Council’s (EDDC’s) Local Development Framework (LDF) Panel the next day which included traffic issues at this location.  Cllr Giles stated that he would contact Paul Wilson (DCC Highways) and also ask the Police to be there regularly.
(c) The Secretary of the Coleridge Memorial Project spoke in support of the Project’s request relating to insurance (Agenda item) stating that although it was hoped to persuade EDDC to insure the Poetry stones, if it did not, requesting the Town Council’s support so that the promised £32,000 funding would not be lost and the Project fail. 
(d) A local resident asked why the Appeal for the Devonshire Homes application on land south of Otter Close had changed from an informal hearing to a Public Enquiry.  Cllr Wright stated that she would investigate and report back to the enquirer.

(e) The representative of the Residents’ Association asked that as the Fluxton Sewage Treatment Works is at full capacity does it not preclude any further development in Tipton?  The Mayor replied that Developers will have to provide private systems.  The sewage issue will also be made at the Council’s presentation to the EDDC LDF Panel.
PRAYER

The Clerk read the Council prayer.
11/09/01
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors Davoren and L Harding. Councillor Talbot had apologised in advance for her late arrival.
11/09/02
TO RECEIVE A POLICE REPORT
P.C.Thomas was unable to attend and had provided a Report (as follows) which was tabled.
During August 2010 the local Police dealt with 37 crimes and received 111 incoming calls.

During August 2011 23 crimes were dealt with and 50 incoming calls were received.
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Crimes resulting in positive outcomes were:

1. A Burglary occurred at the Esso Service Station, Hind Street. The glass door frontage was smashed for a small quantity of alcohol. A non-local male was arrested and interviewed. No further action occurred due to insufficient evidence.

2. A car was allegedly damaged within Town by a ten year old youth. Enquiries are continuing.

3. A pedal cycle was stolen from the front garden of a property within Town. Police later located the cycle but currently have no suspects.

4. Logs were allegedly stolen from a property within Town. A male suspect has been interviewed and this has resulted in no further action.

5. An adult Male who has allegedly been stalking a female at Tipton St. John has been interviewed and issued a harassment notice.

6. A male juvenile was found in possession of a small quantity of cannabis at Land of Canaan. He received a formal reprimand.

Concerns have been raised about the Crime & Partnership Speed detection Van rarely being present in our area. Unfortunately there have been 50% cuts in that department but we are assured the Van will be in our area at least once a month.

Councillors have requested data concerning speeding in Barrack Road. PCSO Maria Clapp is on the case and will report back.

Councillors also asked how many calls were made to the local Police over a six month period:
400 calls were received/created in the last six months, 494 were received six months prior to that, 584 were received six months prior to that. This clearly shows a downward trend of calls made/created to local Police.  This could be for a number of reasons including:

· The local Public requiring the Police less.

· Public being more aware that other agencies are available to assist rather than Police being first point of contact.

· A possible reluctance to ring the Police non-emergency 08452 777444 for various reasons.

There is good news on this point. As from September 5th the Police non-emergency number will be 101. This will be more user friendly for the public but the 08452 number will also run in conjunction with the 101 number for a good period of time.

Police are making routine patrols around the area of the new bridge and have not encountered antisocial behaviour or offences as yet. These patrols will become a regular part of our local high visibility Policing.

PC Phil Thomas hopes to attend October’s Council meeting in person.

Cllr Talbot joined the meeting.
11/09/03
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON CO-OPTION TO FILL THE VACANCY FOR THE NORTH WARD
Two applications had been received.  Following a vote, Paul Bartlett was co-opted as Councillor for the North Ward.  The Clerk will contact him and arrange for him to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
11/09/04
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA
Cllr Giles declared a personal interest in item 13 (Nomination of recycling/waste champion) as he had made the request in his position as District Councillor.

Cllr Giles declared a personal interest in item 8 (his District Councillor Report) as he will be raising a matter regarding the King’s School of which he is a Governor.

Cllr Mitchell declared a personal interest in item 8 (District Councillor Report) as he is a King’s School Governor.
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11/09/05

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS
The Minutes of the Meeting of Monday 1st August 2011 (minute refs 11/08/0 1-11/08/25) and of the Meeting of Thursday 11th August 2011 (minute refs 11/08/26-11/08/37) were presented by the Mayor, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/09/06
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 8th August 2011(minute refs P/11/08/01-P/11/08/13) and of the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 22nd August 2011 (minute refs P/11/08/14- P/11/08/39) were presented by its Vice Chairman, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/09/07
TO REVIEW MEMBERSHIP OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES, REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES AND COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS
As the newly co-opted Councillor was not present at the meeting, this item was deferred.
11/09/08
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS 
(a) Cllr Giles had circulated his Report by email to Councillors earlier that day.  His Report covered: Ottery Library reduced opening hours and The King’s School.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to congratulate The King’s School on its excellent exam results and its earlier outstanding OFSTED Report.
(b) Cllr Wright gave an update on LDF Panel meetings.  At the next day’s meeting Ottery St Mary Town Council would give its response and she outlined the points to be made about Tipton St John which included concerns over water and flooding, flexible boundaries, retention of the distinctiveness of the village, maximum of 12 new houses and road safety measures including the 20mph speed limit.  Also that any development should be based around a Housing Needs Survey.

(c) Cllr Wright reported on the result of a complaint made against her under the Code of Conduct by an Ottery Town Councillor relating to her alleged predetermination of a planning application being considered by the Town Council. She said that EDDC Standards Committee had found no breach of the Code of Conduct and that she had followed the advice of the District Council’s Monitoring Officer.  Cllr Lewis responded by saying that the letter referred to had stated that all Parish and Town Councils within EDDC would receive additional advice and guidance regarding the “Candidates’ Pledge” of the Communities Before Developers Group and on the issue of predisposition and predetermination generally.  He said he was pleased that the pressure group had now disbanded.
11/09/09
TO RECEIVE THE WEST HILL HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY
This survey was carried out after the visit to the January 2011 Full Council Meeting by the Rural Housing Enabler John Scott.  It was available to view at an Exhibition at West Hill on 12th August.

The Report was duly noted.
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11/09/10
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE FOR THE EVICTION OF A PLOT HOLDER
The Plot holder had received two warning letters from the Committee last year and has again received two warning letters this year.  It was RESOLVED that the eviction should be carried out. 
11/09/11
TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE COLERIDGE MEMORIAL PROJECT FOR ASSISTANCE WITH INSURANCE FOR THE POETRY STONES PROJECT
To obtain the promised funding, insurance has to be arranged.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should, the next day, send an urgent e-mail to Simon Smale (EDDC) outlining the Council’s support for the Project and urging that EDDC should adopt the Poetry Stones and undertake to insure them.
11/09/12
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ANY RESPONSE TO CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM OTTERY ST MARY SILVER BAND REGARDING ITS TENANCY OF THE BAND ROOM AT THE OLD TOWN HALL
The Mayor explained that on the transfer of the Old Town Hall to the Town Council from EDDC it was discovered that the Silver Band had only had a verbal agreement with EDDC.  In order to put in place a formal agreement, in March 2011 the Town Council had issued the Silver Band with a Notice to end its tenancy, together with proposals for a new one. The correspondence now received accepts the proposed £175 per annum. The Council agreed that the Band’s proposal of “redecoration to present standard” is not acceptable as it is possible that no decoration has been done in the time of its occupancy.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to request the further “suggested amendments to the draft lease” mentioned in the letter.
11/09/13
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON A REQUEST FROM EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ROGER GILES (RECYCLING CHAMPION COUNCILLOR) TO NOMINATE LOCAL RECYCLING/WASTE CHAMPION(S)
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Wright will be the local recycling/waste Champion.
11/09/14
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ACTION REGARDING A NEW MAYORAL CHAIN OF OFFICE
The current Mayor’s chain of office dates from before 1974 and its emblem has the words “Ottery St Mary Urban District Council”.  There was some support for a replacement but at a possible cost of around £1,500 other Councillors felt that the expense was not justified.  Following a vote it was RESOLVED that a Working Party should make further investigations and report back to a future meeting.
11/09/15
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ACTION REGARDING POSSIBLE FUNDING FROM THE SPORT ENGLAND INSPIRED FACILITIES FUND
Cllr Pang outlined the opportunity to apply for £50,000 funding for outdoor equipment from Sport England with the Council needing to contribute £5,000.  The maintenance would fall to the Council after 3 years.  She proposed that this could be sited at the Council land at Strawberry Lane. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Pang and Cllr J Harding should proceed with further investigations and make an application.
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11/09/16
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ACTION TO TAKE REGARDING THE COUNCIL WEBSITE
It was RESOLVED that the Council website should not have any links to external websites which have photographs of children.
11/09/17
TO CONSIDER ACTION REGARDING CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN OTTERY ST MARY 2011
There was no further information as the Council is awaiting a response from the Chamber of Commerce.
11/09/18
TO RECEIVE A FINANCIAL REPORT AND TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 2011 SCHEDULES OF PAYMENT AS TABLED
Cllr Lewis thanked the Clerk and the Finance Assistant for completing the August accounts in the short time period available.  He highlighted the payment of the £15,267 S 106 money to the Skateboard/BMX Trust. This money had been received from EDDC before payment.  Following an amendment to a recorded cheque number, Cllr Lewis then presented the August 2011 schedule of payments as tabled showing £21,778.80 (excl. VAT) for the Council and £1,656.10 (excl VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre.  It was RESOLVED that they be approved and were signed by the Mayor.
11/09/19
ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
There were no matters of urgency.

11/09/20
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK
(a) Standing Orders amendment sheet: Councillors were reminded that they received with their Agenda the amendment sheet for Standing Orders which they were asked to insert into their copy.

(b) Affordable Housing Seminar: To be held at EDDC in the Committee Room on Monday 3rd October from 4pm to 6pm (change of date).
(c) Citizens Advice Bureau letter: This asks if any Councillor is interested in becoming a Trustee and Director of the East Devon CAB or if they know of anyone who might be interested.  The Clerk has further information. 

(d) New Office Tenant: Health Care Agency has moved into one of the small Offices (Office 7).
11/09/21
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE
The following items were available for viewing in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 5th September 2011 and were also tabled at the Meeting. 

The Mayor referred to item 2 below and it was agreed that the Clerk would reply to point out that the Crematorium is not within the Town Council’s Parish. 
1. Residents along Barrack Road/Exeter Road, Ottery St Mary: Concerns regarding vehicles travelling at excessive speeds and dangerous driving along B3174.

2. East Devon Crematorium:  Requesting support for provision of signage by Devon County Council indicating location of the Crematorium. 

3. Coleridge Memorial Project: confirming that the Council’s donation of £500 will be returned if the project does not go ahead.
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4. Acceptance by the person drawn to be the first to cross the Coleridge Bridge at the Official Opening Ceremony.

5. King’s School Careers, Work Related & Enterprise Learning Coordinator: acknowledging the Council’s interest in being part of the “Big Ottery Project” and emphasising that the idea originated from the Chamber of Commerce and not the School.

6. Bovey Tracey Town Clerk: Thanks for hospitality shown during the visit of their Councillors

7. Devon County Council (DCC): Notification of reduction of opening hours at Ottery St Mary Library 

8. Community Council of Devon: Invitation to its Parish Information Drop-in Surgery at West Hill Village Hall on Tuesday 20th September between 4pm and 8.30pm.

9. Letter of thanks for donation received from the £3,000 Kier donation:

Dance Action for Youth, Ottery St Mary Cricket Club, Ottery and District Men’s Forum, St Michael’s Church, West Hill, The Institute, Otter Taiko Troupe

10. Devon County Council: Notification of Footpath No.90 Public Path Diversion

11. Allotment Management Committee: Minutes of Meeting held on 27th July 2011

12. East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership: Minutes of Local Action Group meeting held on 19th July 2011

13. Exeter International Airport Consultative Group: Minutes of meeting held on 27th July 2011 and notification of next meeting to be held on 19th October 2011

14. Road closure notices from DCC:

· New Lane from junction of Sunny Hill to junction of Sandhill Street from 23rd September to 5th October 2011 (Western Power)

 Applications for road closures submitted to DCC

· Toadpit Lane and Tipton Lane, West Hill from 9th – 30th November 2011 (South West Water)

· Metcombe Road between junctions with Oak Road and Ash Hill Road from 10th – 20th November 2011 (South West Water)

· Road past Metcombe Cottage from 28th November – 4th December 2011 (South West Water)

· Ash Hill Road, West Hill from 5th – 11th December 2011 (South West Water)

· Lower Broad Oak Road, West Hill from 5th-23rd December 2011 (South West Water)

· Road from Higher Metcombe to Metcombe Rise from 3rd – 13th January 2012

15. Connect Roads: A30/A35 Exeter to Bere Regis Report on Project Road performance

16. National Association of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners: “Allotment & Leisure Gardener” Issue No 3 2011

17. “Exeter Living” Issue 110 Summer 2011 – containing article on Ottery Tar Barrels

18. “Clerks & Councils Direct” September 2011 Issue 77

19. St Loyes Enterprises: Information about their Services

Also forwarded previously:

1. EDDC: LDF Panel Agenda for 2nd August 2011

2. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

3. DCC: “In Touch” August 2011

4. EDDC: Invitation to Connect 2 Official Bridge Opening

5. Heritage Society: Poster advertising forthcoming event

6. EDDC: Invitation to Affordable Rural Housing Seminar on Thursday 6th October 4pm-6pm

7. Community Council of Devon: Information re. Parish Information Drop-in Surgery at West Hill Village Hall on Tuesday 20th September 2011 between 4pm and 8.30pm

8. NatWest Community Force information.

11/09/22
TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
(a)  The Mayor’s meetings since the August meeting had been tabled:

2nd August
Connect 2 Community Steering group meeting

4th August
Presented prizes at Otter Vale Art Society

8th August
Meeting with District Cllr Cox regarding Coleridge Bridge opening

9th August
Meeting with EDDC Doug Rudge regarding Coleridge Bridge

12th August
Exhibition & Housing Needs Survey Results at West Hill Village Hall

13th August
Attended Garden Party hosted by Chairman of East Devon District Council
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15th August
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Working Group

16th August 
Meeting with Cllr Cox & Chairman of Otter Park Residents’ Association regarding 

footpath leading to Coleridge Bridge

17th August
Hosted visit of Bovey Tracey Town Councillors.

18th August
Connect 2 Official Bridge Opening Working Party meeting

Working Party regarding draft response for Local Development Framework consultation

19th August
S106 Multi Gym Working Party meeting

23rd August
Meeting with Kier contractors regarding parking

25th August
Carnival Committee meeting

26th August
Meeting with Cllr Cox and Charlie Plowden (EDDC) at Thorne Farm Way

29th August
Official opening of Coleridge Bridge

1st September
Met Kier contractors regarding supermarket progress

(b) Cllr Holmes and Cllr Abbott had attended the Bovey Tracey Councillors visit; Cllr J Harding had attended the West Hill Housing Needs Survey presentation and the Coleridge Bridge opening; Cllr Pang had attended the Institute AGM and the Open Day for the Ottery Children’s Centre.

11/09/23
TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS
(a) Cllr Harding enquired whether it would be possible to qualify people for using hand-held speed cameras in Tipton.  Cllr Giles reported that The Local Safety Partnership is attempting to get a pilot set up in West Hill but there are difficulties. 

(b) Cllr Abbott asked about the progress with a Croquet Club establishing at the land at Strawberry Lane.  The Mayor replied that as no contact had been received from them since May 2011 it had to be assumed that this would not now go ahead.
(c) Cllr Abbott asked about the progress with the Heritage Society’s use of the redundant female Flexton toilet.  The Mayor replied that an application for Change of Use could now be made to EDDC as the Asbestos Survey had been undertaken.

(d) Cllr Abbott asked what action was being taken about the poor and dangerous state of Batts Lane, Ottery St Mary.  The Clerk has reported this on several occasions but will report it again.

(e) Cllr Carter expressed his pleasure about local press reports that there are new plans for the old Salston Hotel and he hoped that the plans would come to fruition.
(f) Cllr Lewis reported complaints he had received at the Coleridge Bridge opening about the state of the Mill Leat.  The Mayor replied that clearance work had started from the Head Weir end and was progressing towards the Land of Canaan.
(g) Cllr Lewis expressed disappointment that there was no lighting on the Coleridge Bridge.  The Mayor replied that the Environment Agency had opposed it and that Planning Permission would have been more difficult to obtain.  He expressed the hope that now the bridge is in place, the pursuit of lighting could be the next stage.
(h) Cllr Giles expressed concern about the lack of parking space at Hind Street Car Park during the Supermarket construction. 25 spaces had been guaranteed as a minimum for a short period but on the day of the meeting there were only 13.  The Mayor reported that he had been in contact with the Contractors regarding this and that he had been told that more would be available the next day.
The Meeting closed at 9.05pm

The next Full Council Meeting will be on Monday 3rd October 2011 at 7pm in the Council Chamber
Mayor’s signature: ………………………….    Date: ……………………….
[Type text]

Mayor’s initials:…………………………


