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Minutes of the Meeting of the Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Narthex of West Hill Church on Monday 4th July 2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Mayor 

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Carter, Giles, Lewis, Pang, (Town Ward), Mitchell, Talbot, Wright (West Hill Ward), J Harding,

L Harding (Tipton St John Ward) together with the Clerk

WELCOME

The Mayor welcomed Cllr Peter Halse (Chairman of East Devon District Council) as an observer to the meeting, also EDDC Councillor David Cox, Acting Sector Inspector Peter Trudgeon and around 30 members of the public.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

It was agreed that members of the public should speak before the respective Agenda item.

COUNCIL PRAYER

The Clerk read the Council Prayer
11/07/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Holmes and Hansford.

11/07/02

TO RECEIVE A POLICE REPORT, INCLUDING A PRESENTATION BY INSPECTOR LAWLER WHO WILL RESPOND TO COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS

PCSO Clapp gave PC Thomas’s apologies and reported that there were 17 crimes in June 2011 compared with 34 crimes in June 2010.    Pixie Day saw one allegation of assault after the event and no further action was taken.  PC Thomas and Sgt Tennant are in regular liaison with the Supermarket Construction Company.

A/S Inspector Trudgeon explained that Inspector Lawler had been temporarily transferred which is why he was present instead. He reported that following the Governments Comprehensive Spending Review there has been a 20% cut in the National Police Budget and that the force has been asked to make savings of almost £50 million in the next four years with most occurring in the first two years. The budget cuts regionally amount to about £112 million with £50 million of this coming from Devon and Cornwall budget.  Careful consideration has been given as to how to meet this challenge.  The significance of these cuts will mean a reduction in 700 Police Officers between April 2011 and April 2015. There is also a freeze on recruitment. Police Officer levels will reduce from 3500 to 2800 by April 2015 and 500 Police Support staff posts will go.  82% of the force budget is currently spent on wages and associated costs. 

From 20th May 2011 the Force is operating on a functional model following major reorganisation.  Instead of thinking geographically, Officers are allocated to one of three functions: (1) patrol, (2) crime investigation and (3) local policing and partnership.  The new model avoids duplication of management and focuses on the victim.

1. Patrol: Patrol Officers start shifts at specific patrol hubs and respond to incidents as required without any geographic boundaries as previously.

2. Crime Investigation: This department has been expanded and investigators take over after Patrol Officers have dealt with response, scene and evidence preservation and immediate arrests.  Victims will have one point of contact (the investigator) throughout the investigation.
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3. Local Policing and Partnership: All communities will continue to have a named neighbourhood beat manager and Police Community Support Officer (PCSO), supported by Local Policing Support Teams (LPSTs), although the numbers in these teams may decline as the number of officers in the Force reduces. LPSTs focus on dealing with community priorities e.g. anti-social behaviour.

Changes to shift patterns: The majority of operational officers will work to the same shift pattern: patrol officers providing 24/7 coverage 365 days of the year. A variance shift pattern is used for Crime investigation and Local Policing and Partnership to allow flexibility.

Demand reduction: Call handlers will play a significant role in resolving issues/enquiries at the first point of contact.  There will be increased desktop resolution of police calls.  Some non-crime incidents, which do not require a Police Officer to attend, may be subject to an appointment. New IT systems will enable more effective work with fewer resources.

Review of the Functional Model: It is being actively reviewed to see if adjustments are needed. 

Councillors raised several concerns: Required retirement of all Officers after 30 years losing experience; Response Officers from outside the area lacking local knowledge; Ottery Police Enquiry Office closure leading to Council Staff having to deal with an increasing number of people who want to see the Police; call handlers trying to deal with situations over the phone. Regarding the future for PCSOs Councillors were told that they are Government funded and their position will be reviewed in 2013.

11/07/03

TO CONSIDER ACTION REGARDING THE VACANCY FOR THE NORTH WARD

No applications had been received so the vacancy for the North Ward will be re-advertised. 

11/07/04

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA

Cllr Dobson declared a personal interest in item 8 as his property adjoins the Winters Lane Playing Field.

Cllr Pang declared a personal interest in item 11 as she is on the Committee of the Skateboard/BMX Trust.

Cllr Giles declared a personal interest in item 11 as he has allocated some of his Devon County Council Locality budget to the Skateboard/BMX project.

11/07/05

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

The Minutes of the Meeting of Monday 6th June 2011 (folios 11/06/01-11/06/25) were presented by the Mayor, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/07/06 

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 13th June 2011 (folios P/11/06/01-P/11/06/15) and the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 27th June 2011 (folios P/11/06/16-P/11/06/24) were presented by its Chairman. Following an amendment to folio P/11/06/19 to instead read “ordinary shares with a value of £1,390,580”, both sets of Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record. 
11/07/07

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS

(a) Cllr Giles’ Report had been previously circulated by him and included: Community speed watch –West Hill, West Hill Road “missing link” pavement, Ottery St Mary Primary School, West Hill Play Park, Salston Manor Hotel, EDDC Recycling Champion and Tipton Speed limit.
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(b) Cllr Wright gave a vebal report including: Increase in reports of dog fouling in West Hill (EDDC Dog Wardens are to monitor); Funding for village halls in rural areas (administered by  Community Council of Devon and subject to matched funding by it though EDDC may waive this); Blue Cedar Homes has opted for a public enquiry appeal against the refusal of its planning application in West Hill; Devonshire Homes original planning application in Tipton St John was refused and an amended application has now been submitted; A Developer has proposed a planning application for Land at Barton Orchard in Tipton St John; proposed planning application at Feniton where some of the area is within the Parish of Ottery St Mary Town Council.
11/07/08

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ANY RESPONSE TO CORRESPONDENCE FROM EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCILLOR DAVID COX REGARDING PROPOSED DOG CONTROL ORDER AND EXERCISE AREA AT WINTERS LANE PLAYING FIELD, OTTERY ST MARY
A dog owner and resident spoke saying she had experienced no problems with dog fouling at the Playing Field.  Her child uses the play ground area while she exercises her dogs. Disabled persons and parents with young children can get there easily.  She felt there was no need for a dog ban.  If there is to be a segregated area, then it should not be next to the playground area and the proposed segregated area is too small. She requested that EDDC be asked to make no change to current situation.
A neighbour of the Playing Field said he opposed the EDDC proposal to fence off an area.  It is the only public playing field in the town and the cost would be great.  It would be extremely difficult to supervise dogs and children if both were brought. It had been stated that parking would be banned on the private Oak Close road but no method of doing so had been given.
The Mayor outlined the background to the issue which resulted in the Town Council supporting as segregated area near the children’s playground.  He repeated that he had declared a personal interest as the proposed segregated area is within yards of his property.  He referred to a recent planning application for dog kennels near Ottery St Mary granted by EDDC.  This had conditions so that it must not adversely affect the privacy or amenity of neighbouring properties and it must not generate a level of noise that would unreasonably affect the amenity of neighbouring properties. 
Cllr Giles at this point declared a personal interest as a member of East Devon District Council.
Cllr Giles stated that he believed EDDC had wrongly decided to take action to segregate dogs at the Playing Field and had told its Chief Executive Officer that no action should be taken and things left as they are.
East Devon District Councillor Cox stated that work was about to begin on the segregated area, that he had tried to cancel the resolution to do the work but had been told that it needed the agreement of the Town Council for this, hence his letter.

It was RESOLVED that nothing should be done at the Winters Lane Playing Field and owners should be allowed to exercise their dogs as happens at present.
11/07/09
TO RECEIVE A REPORT REGARDING POSSIBLE SITES FOR THE OTTERY ST MARY MULTI-GYM PROJECT AND TO DECIDE ON THE LOCATION

A representative of the Later Life Forum requested that his organisation and others be consulted in the planning.  Another representative was provided with a copy of an e-mail from EDDC assuring her of this (she had not received the e-mail).  
The Mayor explained that the Town Council decides on the site, quotations for the apparatus are obtained and it then goes out to public consultation.
Cllr Pang expressed her concern that the project had been developed without much public involvement and felt that a wider consultation was needed.  Cllr Talbot explained that S106 funding 
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is designed to be accessible to all, that the public had voted this project into second place as an idea which then needed more development.  
It was RESOLVED that the Land of Canaan was the preferred site.

The following item was taken after item 14 which was brought forward for the benefit of a member of the public present

11/07/10
TO CONSIDER ACTION REGARDING CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN OTTERY ST MARY 2011
A meeting with the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce had been requested but the Mayor reported that the Chairman had stated that he did not want a meeting yet. This matter is to be deferred to the August Full Council Meeting. Fundraising in advance of Christmas 2010 means that there will be Christmas lights in Ottery St Mary for Christmas 2011.

11/07/11
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON PROPOSED HEADS OF TERMS BETWEEN THE TOWN COUNCIL AND THE SKATEBOARD/BMX TRUST FOR THE SKATEBOARD PARK AT CADHAY LANE
Terms were discussed and information given relating to rent, planning application number and height of fence, to be included in the document. 

11/07/12
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON A RESPONSE TO A REQUEST RECEIVED FROM THE COLERIDGE MEMORIAL PROJECT REGARDING FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE POETRY STONES PROJECT
The request for a donation was discussed and it was RESOLVED that £500 should be donated.

11/07/13
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ANY RESPONSE TO EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF POLLING PLACES AND POLLING STATIONS
It was RESOLVED that the 4 current Polling Places at Escot Village Hall (Gosford Lane, Taleford), Tipton St John Village Hall, The Institute (Yonder Street, Ottery St Mary) and West Hill Village Hall are all suitable Polling Places as Polling Stations.  However, EDDC is requested to note that the correct title for the Tipton St John location is Tipton St John Community Hall.

The following item was brought forward to follow item 9 for the benefit of a member of the public present
11/07/14
TO CONSIDER A REQUEST REGARDING A MEMORIAL STONE FOR A CREMATION PLOT AT THE OTTERY ST MARY CEMETERY
The son of the person making the request spoke on her behalf to enquire why Council regulations require a flat memorial stone for cremation plots and requested that a small size but upright stone be allowed.
In discussion it was agreed that the Council Regulations should be reviewed. It was RESOLVED that the request should be granted.

11/07/15
TO RECEIVE A FINANCIAL REPORT AND APPROVE THE JUNE 2011 SCHEDULES OF PAYMENT AS TABLED
Cllr Lewis thanked the Clerk and Finance Assistant for providing June financial statements for a meeting so early in the month and pointed out that the next Meeting is on 1st August.  He highlighted that £10,000 for the Skateboard/BMX project had now been paid to its Trust and as agreed this amount had been removed from earmarked funds. The final payment for internal audit for 2010-2011 had been paid.  The Town Guide production costs had been paid and advertising 
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covers this cost. After the first quarter of the financial year income is slightly ahead of that expected and expenditure is slightly ahead.

Cllr Lewis then presented the June schedule of payments showing £15,235.33 (excl. VAT) for the Council and £5,388.22 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre. It was RESOLVED that the payments be approved and they were signed by the Mayor. 

11/07/16
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE OF ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS AT A NEW COUNCILLORS COURSE ON 28TH JULY 2011 

It was RESOLVED to approve the payment for 3 Councillors to attend the course.  The 3 Councillors are to confirm with the Clerk if they are able to attend.
11/07/17
ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

Kier (Sainsbury Contractors) have given the Council £3,000 to be used for local events as the Council sees fit.  This is instead of using the Council land at Strawberry Lane for parking where they have already put in white lines to make parking areas.  The Mayor suggested that delegated power be given to the Finance and General Purpose Committee to decide on distribution of this money at a meeting to be held on Wednesday 20th July.  This was agreed.  In advance there will be publicity about the availability of the money to organisations within the Parish, inviting applications to a maximum of £300. 
11/07/18

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK

There will be a meeting of the Amenities Committee on Monday 18th July at 7pm.  Councillors were reminded that all could attend, but only those who were members were allowed to vote.
11/07/19
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE

These items were available for viewing in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 4th July 2011 and were also tabled at the Meeting

1. Sustainable Ottery: copy of request to EDDC regarding air quality monitoring in relation to new Supermarket development.

2. Cllr Wright: giving information that trees on the other side of the boundary of West Hill Play Park need felling because they are dangerous

3. East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership: Minutes of Local Action Group of 6th June 2011

4. EDDC: Forward Plan 1st July 2011 – 31st October 2011

5. Ottery St Mary Heritage Society: Journal No 38 Summer 2011

6. Parish Paths Partnership: Newsletter Spring/Summer 2011

7. NALC: Local Council Review Summer 2011

8. South West Highways: Notification of resurfacing work from Bendarroch Road to Tipton Cross, Broad Oak (B3180) between 11th & 18th July 2011

9. Road closure notices from DCC:

· Road past Metcombe Cottage on 26th August 2011 (May Gurney)

· Road from Salston Hotel to Tipton St John 19th September-14th October 2011 (Balfour Beatty) 

· West Hill Road from junction with Bendarroch Road to junction with B3180  26th September – 19th October 2011 (South West Water)
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10. Notice of application for road closure

· New Lane, Ottery St Mary from 24th September – 5th October 2011 (Western Power)Road between junction with Slade Road and the Hare and Hounds between 10th October and 6th November (South West Water)

· B3177 at Alfington from junction with Holcombe Lane to junction with road through Fenny bridges from 17th October -11th November 2011

Also forwarded previously to Councillors:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

2. DCC: “In Touch” June 2011

11/07/20
TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
The Mayor’s meetings since the June meeting had been tabled:

7th June
S106 Multi-Gym Meeting

8th June
Sainsbury’s progress site meeting

10th June
Twinning Society Treasure Hunt

11th June
Pixie Day

13th June
Meeting with Redrow

14th June
Heritage Society

15th June
Escot Open Evening

20th June 
Barbeque for Connect 2 Bridge group

21st June
West Hill Pavement improvement & Connect 2 Bridge Community Steering Group

23rd June
Connect 2 Bridge Official Opening Working Party

28th June
Tipton St John new homes application information meeting 

29th June
Connect 2 Project Funders Group & Tipton St John Residents’ Association AGM

30th June
West Hill Play Park Official Opening

Cllr Carter had attended the meeting with Redrow and the Tipton St John new homes application information evening.  
Cllr Mitchell had attended a Skateboard/BMX Trust Meeting where it was reported that the concrete base should be completed by mid-July with a possible opening date in August.  Some matters remain to be resolved e.g. leasing of equipment. 

Cllr Talbot had attended the S106 Multi-Gym meeting and a Heritage Society meeting.
Cllr J Harding had attended the Tipton St John new homes application information meeting, the Tipton St John Residents’ Association AGM as Parish Paths Partnership (P3) representative.

Cllr L Harding had attended the Tipton St John new homes application information meeting and the Tipton St John Residents’ Association AGM.

11/07/21
TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS

(a) Cllr Abbott asked about the location of the Piccadilly Lane turnstiles which had been removed.  The Mayor will make enquiries.
(b) Cllr Abbott asked how long the Hind Street Car Park will be in its current state.  He stated that Contractors are using the car park meaning shoppers can’t park.  The Mayor will take up the matter with Kier.
(c) Cllr Lewis reminded members that £2,000 had been earmarked for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  He asked about the ownership of the Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee clock at Fairmile.  Cllr Giles will make enquiries.
(d) Cllr Carter asked about holding the Planning Committee Meeting on 11th July at Tipton St John because of the Devonshire Homes application.  This was agreed.
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Councillor Halse (Chairman of EDDC) thanked the Council for allowing his attendance at the Meeting and hoped for closer links between the District Council and the Town Council.

The Meeting closed at 9.16pm

The next Full Council meeting will be on Monday 1st August 2011 at 7pm in the Council Chamber.
Mayor’s signature: ……………………………………………….

Date: ……………………………………………………………….
Mayor’s initials: ………………………..


