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Minutes of the Meeting of the Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 4th April  2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Mayor 

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Giles, Holmes, Lewis, Pang, Williams (Town Ward), Mitchell, Talbot (from 7.20pm), Wright (West Hill Ward), Carter (Tipton St John Ward), together with the Clerk

PRESENTATION BY LISA RUTTER (DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL) ABOUT LOCAL PROVISION OF YOUTH SERVICES

Cllr Talbot joined the meeting during this presentation.
Lisa Rutter gave an overview of the Devon County Council (DCC) Youth Service provision in general and the forthcoming changes. The effect on the Ottery St Mary area will be a reduction from 2 area youth workers to 1.  Currently at the Ottery Youth Centre the two evening drop-in sessions for seniors (13-19 years) are well supported with the junior twilight session (11-13 years) less well supported.  Restructuring and staff reductions may require changes to session days and times.  Questions from Councillors elicited a response that the Youth Service has no capacity to put a youth worker in to a drop-in facility provided by the Town Council.  It could give support and training to volunteers.  The Council could hire the Station Youth Centre to operate a youth provision of some sort.
PUBLIC QUESTIONS

A resident of Alfington spoke regarding agenda item 9 (trees at the Supermarket site on Hind Street).  She expressed concern that East Devon District Council (EDDC) Planning Officers are able to override Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) without consultation with the Town Council.  She considered that there should be a second opinion regarding removal of the trees.
PRAYER

The Clerk read the Council prayer.

11/04/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors Aherne, Bloxham and Hansford. 

11/04/02

TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT

PC Thomas reported that there were 7 crimes in March 2011 compared with 20 crimes in March 2010.  He gave information that a large-scale reorganisation of Police would take effect from 20th May.  PC Tyrell would no longer be Neighbourhood Beat Manager (NBM) for West Hill, Tipton St John and Wiggaton and would not be replaced.  He and PC Kemp will transfer to Sidmouth.  PC Thomas would take over some of PC Tyrell’s area as well as the town and would also be a response Officer when required.  Sgt Tennant with PCs Smith and Cavin remain based at Ottery as do PCSOs Clapp and Trail.  Inspector Weeks will be leaving Honiton, to be replaced by Inspector Lawler.  A more rigid shift pattern is likely to mean that there may not be a Police Officer attending future Council Meetings.

It was agreed that a letter be sent to Sgt Tennant/Inspector Weeks expressing the Council’s serious concerns about these changes.

Information was given to PC Thomas regarding vandalism of a seat on Footpath 18.
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11/04/03

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Councillor (Cllr) Pang declared a personal interest in item 13 (Funding Agreement - Section 106 sport/recreation projects) as she is a member of the Skateboard/BMX Trust Committee.

Cllr Giles declared a personal interest in item 13 (Funding Agreement - Section 106 sport/recreation projects) as he has made a contribution to the Skateboard/BMX project out of his DCC Locality budget.

11/04/04
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING
The Minutes of the Meeting of 7th March 2011 (folios 11/03/01-11/03/24) were presented by the 

Mayor, were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
11/04/05
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 21st March 2011 (folios P/11/03/01 –P11/03/10) were presented by its Chairman, were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/04/06 

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Cllr David Cox was invited to speak and gave information that work on the footbridge/cycleway over 

the River Otter was due to start on 18th April.
11/04/07
TO MAKE ANY DECISIONS FOLLOWING THE PRESENTATION BY LISA RUTTER ABOUT LOCAL PROVISION OF YOUTH SERVICES
It was RESOLVED that the Council’s plans for a drop-in centre for young people be deferred for the time being and be revisited when the Devon Youth Services reorganisation is in place.
11/04/08
TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ABOUT PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL GRIT BINS FOR THE PARISH
It was agreed that this matter would be deferred to the next Meeting.
11/04/09
TO CONSIDER ANY ACTION REGARDING A DECISION BY EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL REGARDING FELLING OF WESTERN RED CEDAR TREES AT THE SUPERMARKET SITE, HIND STREET
Cllr Williams declared a personal interest in this item as his Company is doing work for the Supermarket.

An e-mail message from a Senior Development Management Officer at EDDC was received informing of the decision to fell four Western Red Cedar trees.  It was RESOLVED to reply expressing the Council’s serious concern at the decision, asking for a second opinion regarding the necessity to fell and to ask that the Town Council be consulted on any replanting to ensure that semi-mature trees are used.
11/04/10
TO RECEIVE INFORMATION REGARDING THE HERITAGE SOCIETY’S USE OF THE REDUNDANT FEMALE TOILET AT THE FLEXTON, TO APPROVE THE REMOVAL OF THE SANITARY WARE FROM BOTH FEMALE AND MALE TOILETS AND TO APPROVE THE COST OF AN ASBESTOS SURVEY
(a) A tenancy Agreement has been set up with the Heritage Society with effect from 1st April 2011.
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(b) It was RESOLVED to approve the removal of the sanitary ware from both the redundant male and female toilets.

(c) The Supermarket Contractors have agreed to remove the sanitary ware from the female toilet for the Heritage Society but a more detailed asbestos survey is required.  It was RESOLVED that up to £500 can be spent on the required Refurbishment Survey.

(d) The Heritage Society has been informed that a Change of Use Planning Application will be required for the redundant female toilets.
11/04/11
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE 2011 TOWN GUIDE TO BE PRODUCED BY THE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE MANAGER
It was RESOLVED to approve the production of the Town Guide (cost approximately £2,500 - £3,000) as long as it is self-financing through advertising.
11/04/12
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A RESPONSE TO THE MINERALS CORE STRATEGY CONSULTATION
The proposed response will be provided for approval at the Planning Committee Meeting on 18th April, to be submitted to meet the deadline of 29th April 2011. 
11/04/13
(A) TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE FUNDING AGREEMENT BETWEEN EDDC AND OTTERY TOWN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE SKATE PARK SECTION 106 FUNDS. 
(B) TO CONSIDER A SUB LEASE BETWEEN OTTERY ST MARY TOWN COUNCIL AND THE SKATEBOARD/BMX TRUST
(a) It was RESOLVED that the funding agreement between EDDC and Ottery St Mary Town Council relating to the Skate Park Section 106 funds should be signed, the Grant to the Skate Park being a total of £15,267.00.
(b) A Sub-Lease between the Town Council and the Skateboard/BMX Trust is required which will transfer conditions placed on the Town Council by DCC to the Trust although the ultimate responsibility will remain with the Town Council.  A Draft Sub Lease will be considered for approval at the next Council Meeting.  
11/04/14
TO CONSIDER A PROPOSAL THAT COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE RECORDED
It was RESOLVED to approve in principle the recording of Full Council Meetings and Committee Meetings except for the Personnel Committee and those parts of any meeting held in confidential session. Before this occurs a Policy needs to be drawn up and approved.
11/04/15
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A RESPONSE TO POLICY CONSULTATIONS ON “A COMMUNITY RIGHT TO CHALLENGE” AND “A COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BUY – ASSETS OF LOCAL VALUE”
Cllr Lewis was thanked for preparing a draft response.  The response was APPROVED.
11/04/16
TO RECEIVE A FINANCIAL REPORT AND TO APPROVE THE MARCH 2011 COUNCIL ACCOUNTS AS TABLED
(a) Cllr Lewis presented the March 2011 schedule of payments as tabled showing £12,709.76 (excl.VAT) for the Council and £3,894.05 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre (TIC).  It was RESOLVED that they be approved and were signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
(b) The Town Council and Tourist Information current Bank Accounts have now been merged.
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11/04/17
TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE ON:
(a) A PUBLIC ADDRESS (PA) SYSTEM
It was RESOLVED to approve the purchase of a Conference PA System (portable and battery-powered) at a cost of £210.00
(b) MEMBERSHIP OF THE DEVON ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (DALC) FOR 01/04/11-31/03/12  
It was RESOLVED to approve payment of the annual membership renewal to the Devon Association of Local Councils at a cost of £923.28
(c) MEMBERSHIP OF THE DEVON PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION FOR 01/04/11-31/03/12
It was RESOLVED to approve payment of the annual membership of the Devon Playing Fields Association at a cost of £35.00 
11/04/18
TO CONSIDER AUTHORISING THE FINANCE COMMITTEE TO MAKE A DECISION REGARDING INSURANCE
Insurance renewal is due on 1st May when the five year agreement comes to an end. Quotations are currently awaited from two companies in addition to the current provider. It was RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Mayor, Councillor Lewis and the Clerk/RFO to make a decision regarding Insurance renewal.
11/04/19
TO RECEIVE THE INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOLLOWING HIS VISIT ON 29TH MARCH 2011
The 2nd Interim Internal Audit Report March 2011 concluding that the overall risk is low was received and noted.
It was RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the public (including the press) should be excluded from the following item due to the confidential nature of its contents. The item was deferred to after item 25.

11/04/20
TO DECIDE ON THE “CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2011”
A decision was made on the recipient of the award which will be made at the Annual Parish Meeting on 12th April 2011.
11/04/21
ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
There were no matters of urgency.

11/04/22
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK
1. Council Cleaner:  She has completed a month’s probationary period and Clerk is very satisfied. She will now be advised of a 1 year agreement. 

2. Council Website: the new Version is now live.
3. Telephone Line rental: a better deal being available from Eclipse (already call provider for Council) this has been put in place.
4. Ottery in Bloom: An e-mail message has alerted the Council to difficulties the Committee is facing with the resignation of the Chairman and other matters. 

5. Invitation to the Busy Otters Pre-School Playgroup building opening: Thursday 28th April between 2pm and 4pm at Ottery St Mary Primary School
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6. May Full Council Meeting (Annual Meeting): Date now Monday 16th May (not 9th May) – because of Elections.
7. Annual Parish Meeting: Tuesday 12th April: 7pm at the Institute, Yonder Street.
8. Visit from Chairman & Vice Chairman of EDDC on 4th April hosted by Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 
11/04/23
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE
These items were available for viewing by Councillors in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 4th April 2011 and were also tabled at the Meeting

1. Devon County Council (DCC): advising that work will start on 25th March to convert lighting in Ottery St Mary to part-night operation

2. East Devon District Council (EDDC): Response to Council’s letter informing that it will not take on the three dog bins previously funded by Ottery Dogs and that they will be removed after 1st April 2011

3. Kier-Western: Sainsbury’s, Ottery St Mary Newsletter No 1

4. Pixie Day Committee: Invitation to all Councillors to attend Pixie Day on Saturday 11th June at the Land of Canaan.

5. EDDC: Forward Plan for 1st April – 31st July 2011

6. Community Council of Devon (CCD): “Village Green” Issue 123 Spring 2011

7. South Western Ambulance Service: “Twentyfourseven” Edition 13

8. Society of Local Council Clerks: “The Clerk” March 2011 Vol.43 No.2

9. National Association of Local Councils (NALC): “LCR” Spring 2100 Volume 63, No.4

10. Community Care Guide: A guide to community services and information

11. Road Closure advice from DCC:

· C808 from Gerway Lane to Otter Close  28th March – 1st May  (South West Water)

· Part of Footpath 23, Ottery St Mary – (for construction of cycle and footbridge) 28th March – 23rd September

· Gosford Road 25th April – 22nd May (South West Water – reline water main)

· Road from Higher Wolsten Farm (Wiggaton) to Putts Farm 9th May to 29th May (South West Water)

· Lane past Lower Coombe Farm 8th – 28th August (South West Water)

12. Notice of application for road closure:

· Footway in Hind Street 20th June to 24th July (South West Water mains work)

· Silver Street 22nd June – 1st July (South West Water mains work)

· Road between junction with Tipton Vale and Little Metcombe 4th – 24th July (South West Water mains work)

· Hayne Hill between The Old Smithy and Hayne Barton 25th July – 7th August (South West Water mains work)

Also forwarded previously:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

2. DCC “In Touch”  March 2011
3. DCC “Devon Funding News” March 2011

4. NALC: e-bulletin

5. CCD:  Information on Transforming Community Services from NHS Devon Board Meeting

6. DCC: Parish Emergency Planning Newsletter

Late Correspondence:

1. Notice of application for road closure: Winters Lane between junction with Franklea Close and Tip Hill 13th -20th April 2011.
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2. DCC Public Consultation on Devon Libraries: Questionnaire available for response by 7th May 2011.
11/04/24
TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
The Mayor’s Meetings since the March Meeting had been tabled:

8th March
Meeting re. Skateboard/BMX Section 106

15th March
Councillor Giles (DCC) re Grit Bins

16th March
Sainsbury/Kier re. work progress

17th March
EDDC re. footbridge/cycleway over River Otter

18th March
Meeting re. Skateboard/BMX Section 106

29th March
Photo call for footbridge/cycleway over River Otter

2nd April
Opening new shop in Mill Street

Cllr Talbot had attended the 8th and 18th March Meetings with the Mayor,  a meeting regarding Section 106 Play money with EDDC S106 Officers and a planning meeting for a Coleridge weekend festival in October.

Cllr Lewis had attended the 8th and 18th March meetings with the Mayor.

Cllr Holmes had attended a Local Action Group workshop on Partnership in the Community.

11/04/25
TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS
(a)  Cllr Abbott was informed that a draft Lease is awaited for the Croquet Club use of land at Strawberry Lane.
(b) Cllr Wright asked about the cutting of trees along the road between Coombe Cross and Woods Farm.  The Clerk will enquire from EDDC whether permission was needed.

(c) Cllr Wright enquired about the progress of the Housing Needs Survey.  The Clerk had enquired after the March Meeting and was told that funding for the survey was being awaited.
(d) Cllr Lewis was told that there had been no applications for Street Party funding.

(e) Cllr Williams asked about the actions of EDDC Parking Enforcement Officers in Ottery.

(f) Cllr Pang enquired about a response from Ottery Dogs and was told that the Invoice had been returned again for payment and that EDDC will not take on the bins so they would be removed.
The Meeting closed at 9.38pm and moved into confidential session.
The next Full Council meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Council to be held on

Monday 16th May 2011 at 7pm in the Council Chamber

Mayor’s signature:……………………………………………

Date: …………………………………………………………..
Mayor’s initials: …………………………


