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Minutes of the Meeting of Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on 

Tuesday 3rd January 2012 at 7.00pm
PRESENT
Mayor

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Carter, Giles, Holmes, Pang (Town Ward), Davoren, Mitchell, Talbot, (West Hill Ward), J Harding, L Harding (Tipton St John Ward), Bartlett, Hansford (North Ward) together with the Clerk
PUBLIC QUESTIONS
There were no public questions

PRAYER

The Clerk read the Council prayer
12/01/01
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors Abbott and Wright. A get well card will be sent to Cllr Abbott.
12/01/02
TO RECEIVE A POLICE REPORT
No Police Report was available.
12/01/03
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA
No declarations were declared at this point.
12/01/04

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING
The Minutes of the Meeting of Monday 5th December 2011 (minute refs 11/12/01-11/12/23) were presented by the Mayor, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
12/01/05

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 12th December 2011 (minute refs P/11/12/01-P/11/12/16) were presented by the Mayor, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
12/01/06

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE MEETING

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Committee of 19th December 2011 (minute refs F11/12/01-F11/12/10) were presented by its Chairman, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
12/01/07
TO CONSIDER THE APPROVAL OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE MEETING OF 19TH DECEMBER 2011
(a) With the exception of minute reference F11/12/09 (taken as a separate item) all recommendations were approved including the Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit, the Statement of Internal Control, the Investment Strategy and the Internal Audit Plan 2011-12 each of which were signed by the Mayor.
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(b) Cllr Giles expressed doubt about the accuracy of minute reference F11/12/07(c) “It was noted that Allowances cannot be claimed by co-opted Councillors”.  The Clerk is to provide the legal position on this to all Councillors.

12/01/08
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS
Cllr Giles apologised for the lateness and brevity of his Report which he had circulated previously to Councillors.  It included Sainsbury’s Wall and West Hill Road. The Council expressed support for efforts to ensure that the coping stones on Sainsbury’s wall are re-instated.
12/01/09
(A) TO DISCUSS AND MAKE A DECISION ON THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF PERSONS PERMITTED TO USE THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AND MEETING ROOM IN ORDER NOT TO COMPROMISE FIRE REGULATIONS AND TO APPROVE A POLICY IF THIS NUMBER IS LIKELY TO BE EXCEEDED.
(B) TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF A CCTV SYSTEM TO TRANSMIT IMAGES FROM THE COUNCIL CHAMBER TO THE MEETING ROOM
Cllr Holmes declared a personal interest during this item as his partner hires the Meeting Room on a regular basis.
(A) It was RESOLVED that the number of members of the public allowed into the Council Chamber for a meeting be limited to 20.  This is to be included on Agendas and a notice displayed on the door.  The limit for the Meeting Room is to be 35 in total.
(B) It was RESOLVED that no action be taken until Cllr Holmes provides detailed information for a future meeting.
12/01/10
TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE ON ANY COUNCIL RESPONSE TO THE EDDC CONSULTATION “SHAPING OUR FUTURE”
Following discussion it was RESOLVED that there should not be a Council response to the whole questionnaire except to “1 Your council 1” where the comment is to be that “the same priorities are not being made for all towns in East Devon”
12/01/11
TO DISCUSS THE OUTCOME OF THE MEETING WITH SOUTH WEST WATER REGARDING WATER QUALITY IN OTTERY ST MARY AND TO DECIDE ON ANY FURTHER ACTION
Cllr Davoren declared a personal interest as he is affected by the poor water quality.

(a) A report was given on the meeting held between South West Water’s Operations Manager and Field Service Delivery Manager with Councillors Giles, Davoren and Dobson.  Cllr Giles reported that he had been made aware of a seminar being held by South West Water on 12th January regarding the new bore hole at Great Well.  He has asked to attend and will ask for Cllr Davoren to attend as well.
(b) The Clerk is to write to South West Water to take up the offer of a visit to the new borehole by Councillors.
12/01/12
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON ACTION REGARDING ANY FURTHER INFORMATION RECEIVED RELATING TO THE SKATEBOARD/BMX PROJECT 
Cllr Giles declared a personal interest as he has allocated some of his Devon County Council Locality budget to the project.
Cllr Pang declared a personal interest as she is a Trustee of the project.
(a) A letter dated 6th December 2011 had been received from the Trust notifying the council (as Leaseholder) of the amendment application made to EDDC to undertake a non-material change to the existing planning permission. The amendment involves a change in the construction and
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surface of the ramps to steel-framed supported spray concrete ramps.  The Mayor reported that Trevor Leahong had informed him that the amendment had been approved.
(b) Another letter dated 12th December 2011 had been received from the Trust containing cheques totalling £20,300 to effect the payments to the Contractor as previously agreed.
(c) It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be delegated to be the person to oversee the process of release of payment to GBH (Contractors) at the three agreed stages.
12/01/13
TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE DRAFT PLANS FOR A SPORTS PAVILION ON COUNCIL LAND AT STRAWBERRY LANE 
The Mayor reported that the Environment Agency has indicated that the plans would be allowed.  Maps from them have to be purchased before the planning application can be submitted.  This is in hand.

It was RESOLVED that the planning application should be submitted but with the building being moved 6 metres further down the field to allow for any future extension.
12/01/14
TO CONSIDER INFORMATION RECEIVED REGARDING FUNDING AVAILABLE THROUGH THE POLICE TO REDUCE CRIME OR ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND TO DECIDE ON ANY ACTION
The Police have made available to the Devon area £9,000 from the Proceeds of Crime Act seizures throughout the year. Bids for a share are invited for projects which contribute towards a reduction in crime or anti-social behaviour.  The Mayor proposed that a bid be submitted to install water and electricity at the council land at Strawberry Lane as increased sports facilities would provide more activity opportunities for all people.  Cllr Giles agreed to formulate a bid.
12/01/15
TO RECEIVE INFORMATION REGARDING A WORKSHOP ON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS AND TO DECIDE ON ANY ATTENDANCE
(a) Greg Davies from the Community Council of Devon has already been invited to make a presentation to the Planning Committee.  This was to have been on 23rd January but will now have to be changed because of a planning application received today.  
(b) The organisation “Locality” is also offering to run a workshop about Neighbourhood Plans in late January/early February.  Cllr Dobson, J Harding and Carter expressed an interest.  The Clerk will find out more details about date and venue.
(c) One copy of the Guide “Planning Explained” has been received from NALC/CPRE. The Clerk has ordered additional hard copies of this Guide for every Councillor.
12/01/16
TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER 2011 SCHEDULES OF PAYMENT AS TABLED AND TO APPROVE EMERGENCY WORK CARRIED OUT ON THE ROOF OF THE OLD CONVENT  
(a) Detailed financial reports for December were not available for this meeting because of its early date.
(b) The Mayor presented the December 2011 schedule of payments as tabled showing £11,403.66 (excl. VAT) for the Council and £2,879.01 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre.  It was RESOLVED that each be approved and they were signed by the Mayor.

(c) The £30,000 Barclays Treasury Bond will be reinvested from 13th January 2012.
(d) Emergency Roof repairs:  The Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Meeting show that two sets of roof repairs have been carried out.  A quotation for a third necessary repair has been received for £718.95 excl. VAT.  It was RESOLVED to approve each payment and to accept the quotation.
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12/01/17                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE PRECEPT FOR 2012 – 2013
Cllr J Harding declared a personal interest as the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) Co-ordinator.
It was RESOLVED to set a Precept of £136,931.
12/01/18
ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BOUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
There were no matters of urgency.

12/01/19
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CLERK
1. Quality Council Presentation evening: this is to be held on Wednesday 4th January 2012 at 7pm in the Council Offices.
2. The Multi Gym at the Land of Canaan has been authorised by EDDC and work can now be progressed.
3. Seat on Hind Street, Ottery St Mary. Permission has been given by DCC for a bench to be sited.  This, together with a finger post pointing to other areas of the town will be funded from the £10,000 S106 money from the Sainsbury’s development.  The requirement for planning permission will be investigated. 
4. Office 7 (small Office in The Old Convent). Notice has been received from tenant.

5. Silver Band . The Mayor has met with a Band representative regarding the Lease.  The clause regarding “The tenant must keep the interior in repair and in good decorative order” will have the words “in repair” removed.
6. Personnel Committee Meeting: The Finance & General Purpose Committee Minutes required a date to be set for a January meeting.  30th January was agreed. Later changed to 23rd January.
7. The Accounts Assistant has resigned (as reported in Finance & General Purpose Committee Minutes). The post is to be advertised.
8. Diamond Jubilee: On-going planning for the restoration of the Jubilee monument.  A donation has already been received from Kier. Luxtons (original contractor) has quoted for the work and has agreed to donate some of the work required.  The Town Council should include a plaque to state its work towards the restoration. Listed Building Consent is required.   
12/01/20
TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE
These items were available for viewing by Councillors in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 3rd January 2012 and were also tabled at the Meeting.
1. Mark Williams Chief Executive EDDC :  Response to Council’s letter dated 9th September 2011 regarding the LDF Panel meeting of 6th September.

2. Tipton St John (TSJ) Community Hall Trust: Asking Council to support its plans to improve access arrangements through a letter of support (even though no Grant funding was made available).

3. Tipton St John Residents’ Association: thanks for Grant to be awarded in April 2012.

4. Sing for Your Life (South West): thanks for Grant to be awarded in April 2012. 

5. Notification of application for road closure:

· Junction of Silver Street/Brook Street Ottery St Mary 11th-12th February 2012

6. EDDC: Forward Plan 1st January 2012 – 30th April 2012

7. NALC/CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England): Guide “Planning Explained”.  On line version available at www.planninghelp.org.uk and free e-learning course available at www.ntselearning.co.uk 

8. East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership: Minutes of meeting of 12th December 2012

9. Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC): Newsletter Jan/Feb 2012

10. Devon County Council: Emergency Management Newsletter December 2011

11. Ottery St Mary Heritage Society: “Heritage”  Journal Winter 2011

12. Community Council of Devon: “Village Green” Issue 126 Winter 2011
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13. “Local Council Review” Winter 2011

14. “Community Care Guide”

Also forwarded previously:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue
2. DCC: In Touch November 2011

3. DCC: Funding News December 2011

4. EDDC: “Shaping our Future” Consultation invitation

5. DCC: Emergency Planning Newsletter

The Mayor commented on item 2 (email from TSJ Community Hall Trust).  It was agreed that a letter of support for its Hall improvement project should be sent from the Town Council. 

12/01/21
TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
(a) A list of the Mayor’s meetings since the December meeting were given: 
8th December

West Hill Primary School Christmas event

14th December

Meeting with new Internal Auditor 

3rd January 2012

Meeting with Silver Band Representative regarding Lease

(b) Cllr Holmes had attended a meeting of the East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership Local Action Group.

(c) Cllr J Harding had attended the Public Enquiry of the TSJ Devonshire Homes Planning Application.  The decision has not yet been received.
12/01/22
TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS
(a) Cllr Carter asked about on-going flooding on the Fluxton Road.  The Clerk referred to the Complaints sent logbook and will make further enquiries as to action by DCC.

(b) Cllr J Harding reported that there was further collapse along the side of the Ottery-Bowd road south of Tipton where work had been undertaken.  Cllr Giles will report this.

(c) Cllr Bartlett asked about reporting potholes.  Councillors were reminded to send such reports to the Office together with an exact location.
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm
The next Full Council Meeting will be on Monday 5th February 2012 at 7pm in the Council Chamber
Mayor’s signature: …………………………………………… Date: ……………………….
Mayor’s initials: ……………………………..


