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Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Committee of Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 21st November 2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT:
Chairman: Councillor Mitchell

Committee Members: Councillors Bartlett, Dobson, Hansford, 

 J Harding, Holmes and Pang



Also: Councillors Abbott, Davoren & L Harding together with the Clerk

F11/11/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllr Carter

F11/11/02
TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Holmes was proposed by Cllr Pang and seconded by Cllr Dobson to unanimous agreement.
F11/11/03

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Pang declared a personal interest in item 10 (Skateboard/BMX Trust) as she is a trustee.

Cllr L Harding declared a personal interest in item 12 (Tipton St John Residents’ Association Grant application) as she is its Secretary.

Cllr Mitchell declared a personal interest in item 9 (West Hill Residents’ Association requests) as he attends meetings of the Association. 

F11/11/04
TO RECEIVE A REPORT MONITORING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AGAINST BUDGET TO DATE
The Chairman reported that to the end of October 2011 (using draft figures and on a straight apportionment basis) Council income exceeded budgeted income by £85,953.08 because the whole precept has now been received.  Actual expenditure to the end of October 2011 exceeded budgeted expenditure by £8,466.45.  Overall income to the end of October 2011 exceeded expenditure by £77.486.63.  For the Tourist Information Centre the loss is £1,654.35 ahead of budget to the end of October 2011 (on a straight apportionment basis). 5 months of the financial year are left.
F11/11/05
TO MAKE A RECOMMENDATION REGARDING A BARCLAYS TREASURY BOND DEPOSIT
The £30,000 Barclays Treasury Bond matures on 9th December (gross interest rate was 1% p.a.).  A new Bond (No.66) is offered at 2% gross with a start date of 9th December 2011 and a maturity date of 7th September 2012.  It was RECOMMENDED that the £30,000 should be invested in Bond No.66.
F11/11/06
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING FUTURE FEES FOR:
a) MEETING ROOM & OFFICE LEASES AT THE OLD CONVENT
Cllr Holmes declared a personal interest as his partner hires the Meeting Room for regular classes.
It was RECOMMENDED that the current fees remain for the financial year 2012-2013.
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b) ALLOTMENT GARDENS (2013-2014)
Twelve months’ notice has to be given to tenants of any increase in fees.  It was RECOMMENDED that from January 2013 the fee for a full allotment would be increased by £1 to £27 and a half plot by 50pence to £13.50.
c) CEMETERY
It was RECOMMENDED that the current fees remain for the financial year 2012-2013.
F11/11/07
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING ADDITIONAL INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
a) West Hill Play Park.  
Public Liability insurance is in place but the play equipment is not insured against damage.  To cover the play equipment valued at £23, 236 and the benches for £1,617 (costs quoted by installer) would be £276.87 annually inclusive of tax.  It was RECOMMENDED that this insurance is put in place.
b) IT equipment installed by EDDC to show planning applications on its behalf.
 Cost will be £17.37 annually inclusive of tax. It was RECOMMENDED that this insurance is put in place.
c) Information Screen in TIC. 
As a condition of installing it free of charge the Company (Tourist Network) requires that it is insured.  Cost will be £8.69 including tax. It was RECOMMENDED that this insurance is put in place.
d) Tipton St John Residents’ Association bench
 Advice received from the Council’s Insurers is that unless the Residents’ Association passed the responsibility or ownership to the Town Council, the bench should be insured by them.  If the Town Council was to insure it the cost would be £6.69 including tax.  It was RECOMMENDED that the Council should not take responsibility for the bench and that the Residents’ Association will be advised to investigate further regarding its own insurance provision.  
e) Winters Lane Tennis Courts.
The hut is insured but not the tarmac, surrounding fence and nets. It was RECOMMENDED that these items should not be insured. 
f) Allotment Tenants Public Liability cover.  
A renewal has been received for £68.90 including tax (£68.25 last year). Part of the Agreement with the tenants says that this cover will be provided by the Council and the cost included in the annual rental. . It was RECOMMENDED that this insurance is put in place.
F11/11/08
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING QUOTATIONS RECEIVED FOR:
a) PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING FOR THE COUNCIL AND TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
Testing is required in January 2012. It was RECOMMENDED that the cheapest quotation for £85 excl. VAT be accepted.

b) INSTALLATION OF DOOR BELLS FOR OFFICES AT THE OLD CONVENT 
The upstairs Office wireless doorbells are not reliable for the tenants.  A door entry system costing £195 excl. VAT is available.  An electrician will be required and quotations are being sought. It was RECOMMENDED that £450 be spent on provision.
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c) MAINTENANCE OF SOME FLOWER BEDS IN OTTERY ST MARY
The two Butts Road flower beds (containing shrubs) need maintenance. A quotation from the Company which maintains the other flower beds is for £9.50 + VAT per month. It was RECOMMENDED that this quotation be accepted for the months of March – October with one additional month this year to tidy the beds for the winter.
F11/11/09
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING REQUESTS FROM WEST HILL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
a) It was RECOMMENDED that £250 be included in the precept for 2012-2013 to be provided to West Hill Residents’ Association to buy Diamond Jubilee commemorative mugs for Primary School children.  It was further RECOMMENDED that the Council should consider requests from the other Wards in the Parish for Diamond Jubilee celebration proposals

b) Following the Council’s previous decision not to be part of the DCC Snow Warden scheme it was RECOMMENDED that the request for payment for a snow plough should be refused.

c) The Town Council already has a Notice Board in West Hill near the supermarket so it was RECOMMENDED that the request for a further notice board should be refused.

F11/11/10
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING MONEY RECEIVED FROM THE COUNCIL BY THE SKATEBOARD/BMX TRUST
In order to receive clarification on various points, the Chairman sought and received permission for a representative of the Skateboard/BMX Trust to speak.
The background and ongoing action relating to the lack of provision of the skate park ramps was discussed.  After much debate it was RECOMMENDED that the Council asks the Skateboard/BMX Trust to return the £10,000 which will then be ring-fenced until the equipment is delivered to the Trustees.
F11/11/11
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE A RECOMMENDATION REGARDING TRAINING ON THE COUNCIL WEBSITE FOR THE DEPUTY CLERK AND CLERK
It was RECOMMENDED that the website provider be used to provide a half day’s training for the Deputy Clerk, Clerk and Finance Assistant at a cost of £175 plus travel excl. VAT.
F11/11/12

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING GRANT APPLICATIONS:
01/2011-12
Sing For Your Life (South West) Ltd
Purpose
To maintain service to Alzheimers and Dementia patients in locations including Rowan Ward, Ottery St Mary Hospital

Amount requested
£1,900
It was RECOMMENDED that £250 be awarded.
02/2011-12
East Devon Citizens Advice Bureau
Purpose
To add to core funds received for day-to-day running of service
Amount requested
£250
It was RECOMMENDED that no grant be awarded.  
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03/2011-12
Ottery St Mary Men’s Forum
Purpose
To supplement membership fees to pay for Speakers
Amount requested 
£100
It was RECOMMENDED that £100 be awarded.
04/2011-12
Ottery St Mary Scout Group
Purpose
Towards the cost of rebuilding part and extending the existing scout centre to make provision for disabled and the wider community
Amount requested
£1,000
It was RECOMMENDED that £250 be awarded. 
05/2011-12
Tale Valley Trust
Purpose
Maintenance of 2 mile stretch of River Tale in the Ottery Parish & to purchase hand tools, waders and mink raft materials
Amount requested
£200
It was RECOMMENDED that no grant be awarded.
06/2011-12
Dance Action For Youth Ottery St Mary
Purpose
Costumes/transport costs to National Show and attending summer school
Amount requested
£200
It was RECOMMENDED that £200 be awarded.
07/2011-12
Tipton St John Residents’ Association 

Purpose
Annual summer bedding for eight planters for the river bridge, two clock hanging baskets, three planters on the Green and compost
Amount requested
£300
It was RECOMMENDED that £200 be awarded.
08/2011-12
Ottery in Bloom
Purpose
Planting for 2012 and towards replacement of plant stands
Amount requested
£350
It was RECOMMENDED that £350 be awarded.
09/2011-12
Ottery St Mary Twinning Association
Purpose
To support costs of visit from Pont L’Eveque to include a civic reception
Amount requested
£250
It was RECOMMENDED that £250 be awarded.
10/2011-12
Tipton St John Community Hall Trust
Purpose
Final phase of improvements to Community Hall to alter the main entrance and make it disabled accessible
Amount requested
£500
It was RECOMMENDED that no grant be awarded.
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11/2011-12
Tipton Times

Purpose
To build up sufficient reserves so that in due course a replacement printing machine can be purchased
Amount requested
“Any donation”
It was RECOMMENDED that £50 be awarded.
12/2011-12
OSM VSU Carnival Club
Purpose
Towards cost of building and running its Carnival Float
Amount requested
£500
It was RECOMMENDED that £100 be awarded.
13/2011-12
Ottery St Mary & District Help Scheme
Purpose
To reach out to more people needing support by recruiting more volunteers and supporting existing volunteers through training
Amount requested
£500
It was RECOMMENDED that £500 be awarded.
14/2011-12
Tipton St John Playing Field Association
Purpose
Continued maintenance specifically of the children’s play area to complete work advised in the ROSPA report
Amount requested
£500
It was RECOMMENDED that £500 be awarded.
15/2011-12
The Talatones
Purpose
Purchase of new music for this handbell team to enhance repertoire to replace old handwritten music
Amount requested
£120
It was RECOMMENDED that £60 be awarded.
16/2011-12
Ottery St Mary United Reformed Church 

Purpose
Major work to repair the Church Hall roof and repair works to east gable end wall of Hall which is used by local community groups
Amount requested
“Extensive funds”
It was RECOMMENDED that no grant be awarded.
17/2011-12
Pixie Day (OSM Joint Guide & Scout Committee)
Purpose
To enable provision of a better display of fireworks than would otherwise be possible
Amount requested
£500
It was RECOMMENDED that £250 be awarded.
18/2011-12
Busy Otters Preschool Playgroup
Purpose
To purchase equipment to enrich children’s experience at the playgroup (playhouse, tricycles, storage unit and bookcase)
Amount requested
£660
It was RECOMMENDED that £200 be awarded when supplied with a receipt showing the equipment purchased.
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F11/11/13
TO CONSIDER AND RECOMMEND ANY ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PRECEPT FOR 2012-2013
It was RECOMMENDED that an amount should be included to cover any emergency grant requests received during the year and that another £2,000 be included to cover requests from the other Wards towards Diamond Jubilee celebrations.
F11/11/14
TO DECIDE ON THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be on Monday 19th December at 7pm in the Council Chamber

The Mayor read out a letter of resignation from Councillor Ivor Bull.
The Meeting closed at 9.05pm

Mayor’s signature: ………………………………………….  Date: ………………………..

Mayor’s initials: …………………………


