
-1-

Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Committee of Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Wednesday 20th July 2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT:
Chairman: Councillor Lewis



Committee Members: Councillors Dobson, J Harding, Holmes, Pang



Also: Councillors Davoren & Hansford together with the Clerk

F11/07/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllr Mitchell

F11/07/02

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr J Harding declared a personal interest in item 3 the Tipton St John Residents’ Association application for Kier money as his wife is a Committee member of the Association.

Cllr Pang declared a personal interest in the Later Life Forum application for Kier money as she is a member of the group.

F11/07/03

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS FROM PARISH ORGANISATIONS FOR THE £3,000 DONATION FROM KIER REGIONAL LTD (SUPERMARKET CONSTRUCTION COMPANY)

The Committee had been delegated responsibility by the Full Council meeting on 4th July 2011 to make decisions and the following were approved:

	Applicant
	Amount (£)

	Tipton St John Primary School
	150

	Coleridge Pre-School Playgroup
	50

	OSM (Ottery St Mary) Help Scheme
	150

	OSM Parish Church Recycling Exhibition
	50

	OSM Scout Group
	150

	Vision OM
	150

	Dance Action for Youth 
	100

	Tipton Players & Pantomime Society (TIPPS)
	100

	Ottery in Bloom
	160

	OSM Football Club
	300

	Ottery & District Men’s Forum
	50

	OSM Cricket Club
	300

	OSM & District Later Life Forum
	140

	Coleridge Literary Weekend
	150

	The Institute
	150

	West Hill Church
	100

	TSJ Scouts
	300

	1st OSM Brownies
	300

	TOTAL
	£2,850


Ottery Taiko Troupe will receive £150 if the group has a Bank Account.  If not, then OSM Twinning Association, Ottregians Over 60s and OSM Short Mat Bowls will each receive £50.

Unsuccessful applicants were: Ottery St Mary (OSM) Brass Class, Millennium Green Dog Poo Fairies, Stroke Recovery Class and Tipton St John Residents’ Association.
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F11/07/04

TO RECEIVE A REPORT MONITORING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AGAINST BUDGET FOR 2011-2012

(a) The Chairman reported that in the first quarter of the financial year income was ahead of budget mainly due to a £12,000 receipt in May for the West Hill Play Park. Expenditure is £11,000 ahead of budget mainly because of payment of earmarked reserves to the Skateboard/BMX project and the half-yearly payment of the Public Works loan. Income and expenditure are apportioned equally over twelve months and so these timing issues skew the quarterly budget figures.

(b) It was agreed to RECOMMEND to Full Council that between £25,000 and £30,000 be used to pay off part of the Public Works Loan following an enquiry with the PWL Board as to the cost of doing this and a check being made on the recommended level of Council reserves.

(c) It was confirmed that the £500 given to the Coleridge memorial Project for the Coleridge memorial stones was on condition that the project goes ahead.  If it does not, then the money must be returned to the Council.

(d) The Council’s Accountant has offered an insurance policy to cover any HMRC enquiry that might be made. It was RECOMMENDED that this policy should not be taken up.
F11/07/05

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE A RECOMMENDATION REGARDING THE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE GRANTING OF A DEED OF GRANT OF EASEMENT TO THE BOWLING CLUB FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A WATER SUPPLY TO THE LAND AT STRAWBERRY LANE

Further developments meant that this item did not need further discussion at present.  The Bowling Club to be informed that the matter is to be put on hold at present.

F11/07/06

TO REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING STANDING ORDERS

It was RECOMMENDED that Standing Order 21 b be amended to read

Any councillor may give a written or verbal testimonial of a candidate’s ability, experience or character for submission to the Council with an application for appointment.

F11/07/07

TO REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

It was RECOMMENDED that the model version provided should be put to Full Council for approval.

F11/07/08

TO REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

The Town Council’s Publication Scheme was reviewed.  Amendments were RECOMMENDED: Class 7 “Parks, playing fields and recreational facilities” now applicable as Winters Lane Tennis Courts and West Hill Play Park are controlled by the Council; Schedule of Charges – A4 colour photocopying now available at 50pence per sheet.

F11/07/09

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING AN ANTI-FRAUD AND CORRUPTION POLICY

The Internal Auditor had recommended adoption of a Policy.  A sample Policy was reviewed.  It was RECOMMENDED that model versions be obtained from the Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC) and Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC). 
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F11/07/10

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING INTERNAL AUDIT ARRANGEMENT AND PROVISION

The current 5-year contract with the Council’s Internal Auditor has now expired.  Although requested, his renewal terms have not yet been received.

It was RECOMMENDED that other Internal Auditors are approached for their terms and advice on who to approach is sought from DALC.

It was RECOMMENDED that an Internal Audit Working Party be set up with membership comprising the Councillors on the Finance & General Purpose Committee.  This Working Party is to look at potential Internal Auditors.

F11/07/11

TO DECIDE ON A DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING

This is to be as and when required; similarly for the Internal Audit Working Party.

The Meeting closed at 8.40pm

Mayor’s signature: ………………………………………….  Date: ………………………..

Mayor’s initials: …………………………….


