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Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Committee of Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 19th December 2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT:
Chairman: Councillor Mitchell

Committee Members: Councillors Bartlett, Carter, Dobson, Hansford, 

 J Harding, and Pang



Also: Councillor Davoren together with the Clerk

F11/12/01

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllr Holmes (member) and L Harding (non-member)

F11/12/02

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest.
F11/12/03
TO RECEIVE A REVIEW OF THE CURRENT YEAR’S PERFORMANCE TO DATE AND PROJECTIONS TO YEAR-END
Cllr Dobson reported that the Council appeared to be on track in terms of income and expenditure.
F11/12/04
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE A RECOMMENDATION REGARDING FUTURE ACCOUNTANCY PROVISION
It was RECOMMENDED that Dave Walker (Sloane Walker) should continue as the Council’s Accountant at the same fee of £95 per month. He deals with the end of year accounts, payroll, VAT returns and all other financial queries throughout the year. 

F11/12/05

TO CONSIDER QUOTATIONS RECEIVED REGARDING URGENT MAINTENANCE AT THE OLD CONVENT AND FOR CLEANING OF THE FLEXTON TOILET FOR 2012-2013
(a) Urgent work was required to mend a roof leak into the Police Station. 3 quotations were obtained and the cheapest (Apex Roofing at £487.44 excl. VAT) was used.  The work has already been completed because of the urgency. This was duly noted and the action recommended for approval.
(b) While on site the Contractors checked another damp area in an upstairs Office.  A quotation of £617.80 excl. VAT has been received for work required.  This was duly noted and urgent repair action approved.
(c) A further leak has been reported in the upstairs tenants’ toilets. Authorisation was given for the same Contractors to be asked to deal with this as well.
(d) East Devon District Council currently maintains the Flexton toilet.  For 2012-2013  £2,461.90 excl. VAT has been quoted – a £122.80 increase.  It was RECOMMENDED that this be accepted.
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F11/12/06

TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF:  A REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT, STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL, INVESTMENT STRATEGY AND INTERNAL AUDIT PLAN FOR 2011-2012
The Mayor and Clerk had recently met with the Council’s new Internal Auditor David Hinchliffe.

The four draft documents were discussed and following some amendments it was RECOMMENDED that they be presented to Full Council for approval.
F11/12/07
TO CONSIDER ANY ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR POSSIBLE INCLUSION IN THE PRECEPT FOR 2012-2013
(a) West Hill Residents’ Association (WHRA) had submitted a request regarding the cost of planning permission for the board. They believed that the Council would not have to pay for a planning application but this is incorrect. At its last meeting the Council approved that the board’s purchase cost should be included in the 2012-2013 budget.  It was RECOMMENDED that the Council should not pay the planning application fee.

(b)  It was RECOMMENDED that £500 be included in the budget for provision of portable toilets for events during the Queen’s Jubilee year.  Applications for a share of this money from organisations will be considered on their merits. 
(c) It was noted that Allowances cannot be claimed by co-opted Councillors.
Under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the public (including the press) were excluded from the following item due to the confidential nature of its contents 

F11/12/08
TO CONSIDER STAFFING, SALARIES AND WAGES FOR 2012 -2013
The Clerk also withdrew for this item.

It was reported that the Finance Assistant had handed in her resignation with her last week being week beginning 16th January 2012.
It was RECOMMENDED that there should be no salary increase for any staff for 2012-2013.

It was RECOMMENDED that there should be a meeting of the Personnel Committee in January to discuss hours worked.
F11/12/09
TO RECOMMEND A PRECEPT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2012 – 2013
It was RECOMMENDED that a precept of £136,931 should be set.  This is the same as the 2011-2012 financial year. 

F11/12/10
TO DECIDE ON THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
A meeting would be set when necessary.
The Meeting closed at 9.37pm

Mayor’s signature: ………………………………………….  Date: ………………………..

Mayor’s initials: …………………………


