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Minutes of the Meeting of the Amenities Committee of Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 18th July 2011 at 7.00pm
PRESENT: 
Chairman:

   Councillor Holmes

Committee Members:  Councillors Dobson, Hansford, Pang, Talbot and 

    Wright 


Other Councillors:
    Councillor Lewis



Others:

    Mrs P Baxter (Tourist Information Centre Manager)

As it had been decided that no Clerk was to attend, Cllr Talbot took notes of the meeting from which the Clerk has produced the following Minutes.
A11/07/01
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillor Abbott (Committee Member).
A11/07/02
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Cllr. Wright expressed a personal interest in item 8 (West Hill Play Park) as she was on the Committee which delivered the project. 
A11/07/03
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE MANAGER ON THE YEAR SO FAR FROM APRIL 2011 AND TO DISCUSS AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON ANY ISSUES RAISED
A Report was presented by Mrs Baxter.  Matters raised were:
1. German visitors have claimed they only have a short time in OSM.  Phyllis Baxter has recommended they reorganise the schedule of coach trips to tour operator.

2. Town Guide is now complete but not all the money is in yet.

3. Phyllis Baxter awaiting a visit from East Devon District Cllr. G Brown, as ‘Tourist champion.’

4. Phyllis Baxter together with Cllrs. Dobson and Holmes attended open evening at Escot Park to show what Escot had to offer to press etc.

5. Phyllis Baxter went to the opening of the new Flybe Academy and gave them town guides.
6. Ticket sales to date: Sales £3562.00 and commission on that £328.50  
7.  2 projects in hand.  The New Bridge opening and S T Coleridge literary festival
8. Samuel Taylor Coleridge festival will be on the 21st and 22nd October.
· Has received a grant of £400.00 from Word Quest
· Designs of the poster were shown

· Phyllis Baxter ran through the programme for the festival. Copy attached as Appendix to Minutes.

· Phyllis Baxter to do a radio interview with Radio Devon

· Phyllis Baxter to contact Devon Life with a story for the October edition

9. Phyllis Baxter showed samples of thimbles which she wishes to sell at TIC. One with an otter on and one for the Queens jubilee.  Wholesale price 52p to sell at £1.50.  Will order 50 of each and ask if the Queens Jubilee ones can have a better picture.

10. Phyllis Baxter is looking into ST Coleridge book marks
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11. Fund raising event at Otter Nurseries – a tea dance in September.

12. A book possibility of Favourite Walks.  Suggested people tell Phyllis Baxter about the walks and get named in the book.

13. Phyllis Baxter very happy with the support of OSMTC

14. Cllr. Lewis enquired about the DVD on Ottery St Mary and suggested that Oscar Pearson and Jo Elliott from Kings School be involved.  JO Elliott is getting pupils involved in ‘mini enterprises’ and getting them interested in the Town Council.  Phyllis Baxter to contact Jo Elliott.

15. Film material made about Samuel Taylor Coleridge in 2002 and not used being put together by Oscar Pearson.

16. Cllr Lewis asked if Phyllis Baxter had to ask to order new stock for TIC.  She can order books without asking but asks on other stock.

17. Phyllis Baxter showed some postcard suggestions.  It was RECOMMENDED that the Town Council logo should be on reverse of cards with costs of wholesale at 9p each and retail at 30p each.

18. Cllr. Wright asked if Escot etc. contribute towards cards/TIC. Phyllis Baxter replied that both Cadhay and Escot both ‘look after TIC’ and help with ticket sales etc.

A11/07/04
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE ALLOTMENT GARDENS:

(a) WORDING OF ALLOTMENT TENANCY AGREEMENT REGARDING CLAUSE 5(n)  
Cllr Hansford, thought it was not a problem as it says ‘not bring on the allotment’ and does not refer to being left in cars. Cllr. Wright said leave wording as it is – but it is the responsibility of the owners to make sure the dogs are okay in the cars. Cllr. Lewis said to leave as ‘not bring dogs on allotment’ and leave it as it is.  

This was agreed by all and it was RECOMMENDED that Clause 5(n) it should be left as it is.

(b) PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONSTITUTION REGARDING THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS ON ITS COMMITTEE
It was RECOMMENDED that it be agreed for a committee of 6 persons and a quorum of 4 persons.
(c) SPECIFICATIONS AND QUOTATIONS FOR MAINTENANCE WORK 
Maintenance work has been done by Shaun Davey for years and he has not put up price.

Other quotes were obtained but if combined with the cemetery costs they are more.   It was RECOMMENDED that Shaun Davey continues with the Maintenance work at the Allotments.
Cllr Lewis suggested that one contractor should do all the work throughout the town.
A11/07/05
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE CEMETERY:

(a) REVIEW OF CEMETERY REGULATIONS, INCLUDING TYPES OF MEMORIAL
· It is classed as ‘a lawn cemetery’ and there should be only flat memorials –but this is not the case.  It was RECOMMENDED that Regulation 1 should be amended to delete “The Cemetery will be designated a lawn cemetery” .Most are vertical stones at the moment. 
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· The Committee was happy to stay with vertical stones for cremation plots and use what space is available. The Town Council has been very lax in upholding the flat stone ruling of 2007.  There is room for about 36 more cremation spaces next to the existing plot. It was RECOMMENDED that Cremation markers can be up to 600mm x 600mm ( 2 feet x 2 feet) (footprint). It was RECOMMENDED that Regulation 21 be amended to delete “flat”.
(b) REVIEW OF ELIGIBILITY FOR AN INTERMENT IN THE CEMETERY (FROM OUTSIDE THE PARISH)
It was RECOMMENDED that people born or resident in the Parish or who have family connections with the cemetery to be eligible to be interred in the cemetery.
(c) SAFETY OF MEMORIALS
In 2004 a Monumental Mason gave a quote of £2000.00 approx. for making the memorials safe.  As far as Cllr. Holmes can see only one grave is unsafe.  It was RECOMMENDED that Shaun Davey should have a look at the graves stones and see if they are safe if he is qualified to do this or for the Town Council to do it themselves.
(d) MAINTENANCE OF GATE
It was RECOMMENDED that the latch is repaired and the gate re-stained with Sikkens. Neil Franks to be asked for a quotation.
(e) CREATION OF NEW ASHES INTERMENT AREA
It was RECOMMENDED that a 1 metre maintenance space be left after the current ashes interment plots then start the new plots.  This area is about 12 foot long and will take about 36 interments. 

(f) SPECIFICATIONS AND QUOTATIONS FOR MAINTENANCE WORK 
This is linked to the allotments quotes for maintenance – see above.
A11/07/06
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING MAINTENANCE OF COUNCIL NOTICEBOARDS, INCLUDING THE CEMETERY BOARD AND OLD TOWN HALL BOARD
Council noticeboards and Old Town Hall board: The perspex has gone opaque at the Tipton St John board as well as the TIC board.  All boards need staining or looking at and checked.  It was RECOMMENDED that repairs are to be carried out as necessary.
Cemetery board – the map is out of date, rotting away and unreadable. There is a spread sheet at the Council Offices for information on graves whereabouts. It was RECOMMENDED that a notice should be put up to say ‘if unable to find a grave stone please contact the Town Clerk who will be happy to help.’
Cllr. Lewis said a sign with a map of Ottery St Mary and promoting S.T. Coleridge should be put up somewhere in the Town.  Cllr Wright said it should be wider than the town and include the villages.  Sainsbury’s car park sign to be put up to show it is also for the town and not just Sainsbury shoppers. 
Cllr. Dobson said there is approximately £5000 + to spend on signs from EDDC through Sainsbury’s.
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A11/07/07
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING QUOTATIONS RECEIVED FOR MAINTENANCE OF GRASS AT TENNIS COURTS & LAND AT STRAWBERRY LANE AND MAINTENANCE OF SOME FLOWER BEDS IN OTTERY ST MARY

Grass at Tennis courts and land at Strawberry Lane. 
It was RECOMMENDED that the lowest quotation received (from Gardencare) should be accepted.  
Flower beds: It was RECOMMENDED that these be weeded every month or as required and that the lowest quote (from Gardencare) should be accepted.
The Planter at Millcroft has rusted away and needs to be replaced and fitted in a concrete base. A quote has been obtained by Ottery in Bloom and they have put in an application to the Council for money from the Kier donation.

Cllr Lewis said that in the precept there was £900.00 for allotments, £4000.00 for cemetery and £1000.00 for flower beds.  So there is a reasonable amount in budget.  Ask Shaun Davey to quote for all work and also Gardencare and see what they will quote for the whole contract.  Get clarification of quote.
A11/07/08
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING TO THE RUNNING OF WEST HILL PLAY PARK
West Hill Play Park.
· EDDC’s own play park inspector to do monthly inspections at 12 x monthly visits = £138.36 + VAT. EDDC has advised that it pays £175.00 + VAT for the yearly inspection. 
· West Hill Village Hall trust are mowing once a fortnight but Cllr Wright thinks it should be once a month at £36.00.  Trustees are in control of how often they cut grass as stated in lease.  Lease clause says they will organize grass cutting and bill the Town Council.  It was noted that Play Park has a budget of £2000.00 per year for maintenance.

· Cllr Wright will ask the West Hill Village Hall trust about this.  Parents are doing the litter picking and clearing up. Cllr Wright to monitor length of grass and report back to Town Council.

A11/07/09
TO DECIDE ON THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Date of next meeting as and when Town Clerk deems necessary.  Clarification of any matters from this meeting can be taken up at next full council meeting.
The meeting ended at 9.30pm
Mayor’s signature: ……………………………………………..

Date: …………………………………………………………
Appendix to Minutes of Amenities Committee Meeting 18th July 2011

COLERIDGE LITERARY WEEKEND

Friday 21st/Saturday 22nd October 2011
What we are hoping and aiming to do this weekend


Celebrate Our Most Famous Son Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Town Quiz 

Coleridge Poem - throughout the whole of October with




a word in each shop  Prizes for the winner or winners

Opening Ceremony;  (new)

Lord and Lady Coleridge to open the event at church gates. Mid-afternoon on Friday 21st then adjourn to The Manor House for  ‘a talk on Coleridge’ and afternoon tea. 

Ticket event and speaker TBC

Town/


Promote guided tours church and town.

Church
Chris Wakefield has produced a leaflet on 2 separate walks around the town, taking in the church, river etc.

Heritage
Heritage Society would like to put on an exhibition for the Friday in the Parish Church  

Book Shop

The book shop, along with the Georgian and Hind

Art Galleries
Street Galleries will be involved. The galleries hope to have an exhibition of Art from the schools relevant to STC that we have requested. The Otter Vale Art Society is also expected to participate.

Library

An exhibition of STC works will be on display in the library.




Children of various ages from the Primary School and

King’s School (also offer an invitation to the Tipton and West Hill schools to participate?) plus some adult readers

to give a continuous reading of ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’’ An evening event to arrive at 5.45 with readings to commence at 6.00pm until 7.00pm’ A suitable musical background to be considered.

Church

the Parish Church Commencing at 7.30pm

A light and sound performance staged by Toni Williams of Bagpuss and David Glennie who co-produced a similar historical presentation in 2005. They would very much like to put this production on again in the Church. The feature takes about 90 minutes to perform and we have already booked the evening with Wilfred Reynolds.




(Event followed by Coleridge Beer and Refreshments.)

Saturday
Morning tours of the town to point out features relevant to STC together with a visit to the Church. There will also be the Exhibition at the Library




The ‘Official Coleridge Lunch’ at The Tumbling




Weir that is arranged each year by Robert Neal




(About 3 ½ hours for this lunch commencing at 12.30pm 

Afternoon

Devon Cream Teas to be offered in all of the cafes ???




(Perhaps to include a STC/Devon theme)

Evening

‘Candlelit Supper at The Normandy House’ 




Seating arranged for 50 persons.




Event to include readings and talks on STC.

(Laurie Palmer and Oscar Pearson have been asked to participate.)

Three-3 course meal at approximately £20 per head.

Involved with this project are John Pilsworth, Chris Wakefield, Jo Talbot, Oscar Pearson, Carol Pentecost from the Library and myself. 

Mayor’s initials: ……………………………………….


