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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday 16th May 2011 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Mayor 

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Abbott, Carter, Giles, Holmes, Lewis, Pang, (Town Ward), Mitchell, Talbot, Wright (West Hill Ward), J Harding, L Harding (Tipton St John Ward), Hansford (North Ward) together with the Clerk

The Clerk read the Council Prayer
11/05/01

ELECTION OF THE MAYOR OF OTTERY ST MARY AND SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr Dobson was proposed by Cllr Holmes, seconded by Cllr Pang. There being no other nomination Cllr Dobson was declared elected and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  He thanked all Councillors for their support and congratulated Cllr J Harding and Cllr L Harding on their election to the Town Council and Cllr Giles and Cllr Wright on their election as District Councillors.

11/05/02

ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR OF OTTERY ST MARY AND SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr Holmes was proposed by Cllr Abbott and seconded by Cllr Carter. There being no other nomination Cllr Holmes was declared elected and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
11/05/03

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF OFFICE FROM OTHER COUNCILLORS

Signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office were received from all Councillors present.  

11/05/04

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies as all Councillors were present.
11/05/05

ELECTION OF COUNCILLOR WITH SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR FINANCE (“TREASURER”)

Cllr Lewis was proposed by the Mayor and seconded by Cllr Pang.  There being no other nomination Cllr Lewis was declared elected.
11/05/06

THE MEETING WILL BE SUSPENDED TEMPORARILY TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT TO SUBMIT QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

There were no questions.

11/05/07

TO CONSIDER ACTION ON CO-OPTION TO FILL THE VACANCIES FOR THE NORTH WARD AND THE WEST HILL WARD RESULTING FROM THE ELECTIONS OF 5TH MAY 2011

It was agreed that the vacancies should be advertised and a decision made at the next meeting.

-2-
11/05/08

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting of 4th April 2011 (folios 11/04/01-11/04/25) were presented by the Mayor, agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
11/05/09

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings of 6th April 2011 (folios P/11/04/01-P/11/04/09) of 18th April 2011 (P/11/04/10-P/11/04/20) and of 3rd May 2011 (folios P/11/05/01-P/11/05/06) were presented.  Following an amendment to folio P/11/04/19 of the Minutes of 18th April 2011 to read “DCC -Devon County Council” instead of “Water Board” each set of Minutes was approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

11/05/10

TO REVIEW TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR COMMITTEES AND DELEGATION ARRANGEMENTS

(a) It was RESOLVED that for the Planning Committee where there is a minor application or amendment that does not fit in with the Meeting schedule and does not meet EDDC’s deadline, delegated authority be given to the Planning Chairman, Vice Chairman and Mayor to make the comment to be sent.  This comment would be reported to the next meeting.

(b) It was confirmed that the quorum for Committees other than Planning, is 50% of the total membership i.e. the number including the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

(c) All other Terms of Reference to remain.

11/05/11

TO APPOINT MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN FOR EACH

(a) Planning Committee.  
The following member ship was agreed: Councillors Dobson (Mayor), Holmes (Deputy Mayor), Abbott, Carter, Giles, Hansford, J Harding, L Harding, Lewis, Mitchell, Pang, Talbot, Wright

Chairman: Cllr Carter was proposed by Cllr Pang and seconded by Cllr Abbott.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Carter was declared elected.

Vice Chairman: Cllr Abbott was proposed by Cllr Pang and seconded by Cllr Holmes.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Abbott was declared elected. 

The Clerk is to seek advice again from DALC and SLCC regarding having all Councillors on the Planning Committee Meeting.

(b) Environment Committee
The following membership was agreed: Councillors Dobson (Mayor), Holmes (Deputy Mayor), Abbott, Giles, Hansford, L Harding, Talbot.

Chairman: Cllr Dobson was proposed by Cllr Carter and seconded by Cllr Holmes.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Dobson was declared elected.

Vice Chairman: Cllr Giles was proposed by Cllr Carter and seconded by Cllr Lewis.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Giles was declared elected.
(c) Finance & General Purpose Committee
The following membership was agreed: Councillors Dobson (Mayor), Holmes (Deputy Mayor), Carter, J Harding, Lewis, Mitchell, Pang.

Chairman: Cllr Lewis was proposed by Cllr J Harding and seconded by Cllr Holmes.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Lewis was declared elected.

Vice Chairman: Cllr Mitchell was proposed by Cllr Pang and seconded by Cllr Talbot.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Mitchell was declared elected.

(d) Amenities Committee
The following membership was agreed: Councillors Dobson (Mayor), Holmes (Deputy Mayor), Abbott, Hansford, Pang, Talbot, Wright
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Chairman: Cllr Holmes was proposed by Cllr Carter and seconded by Cllr Lewis.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Holmes was declared elected.

Vice Chairman: Cllr Abbott was proposed by Cllr Pang and seconded by Cllr Wright.  There being no further nominations, Cllr Abbott was declared elected.

(e) Personnel Committee
The following membership was agreed: Councillors Dobson (Mayor), Holmes (Deputy Mayor), Carter, L Harding, Lewis, Mitchell

Chairman: Cllr Lewis was proposed by Cllr Carter and seconded by Cllr Pang.  There being no further nomination, Cllr Lewis was declared elected.

Vice Chairman: Cllr Carter was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Pang.  There being no further nomination, Cllr Carter was declared elected.

11/05/12

TO ELECT MEMBERS TO FILL COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS AND TO APPOINT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Appointments were agreed as on the attached list.   

11/05/13

TO CONSIDER NOMINATIONS TO THE DEVON ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL’S COUNTY COMMITTEE FOR 2011 – 2015

It was RESOLVED to nominate Cllr Lewis for this position.

11/05/14

TO REVIEW STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were adopted at the Council Meeting in December 2010.  It was RESOLVED that they be retained.  

The Clerk will seek advice on the exact meaning of Standing Order 21(b).

11/05/15

TO REVIEW THE ASSET REGISTER

The Register was reviewed.  Some queries would be investigated and the Register reviewed again at the next Meeting. 
11/05/16

TO REVIEW AND CONFIRM ARRANGEMENTS FOR INSURANCE COVER

In accordance with the decision made at the April Meeting, the Mayor, Cllr Lewis and the Clerk reviewed the three quotations received.  Annual Insurance cover from 1st May 2011 is with Zurich (previous provider) at a cost of £2,890.73.  This is for a three year long-term agreement and was the cheapest of the three quotes received.
11/05/17

TO REVIEW THE COUNCIL’S AND EMPLOYEES’ MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER BODIES

The following were noted and approved:

· Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC)/National Association of Local Councils (NALC): £923.28 for April 2011- March 2012

· Devon Playing Fields Association: £35 for April 2011- March 2012 

· Information Commission: £35 May 2011 – May 2012

· Society of Local Council Clerks:  £151 for 2011
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11/05/18

TO REVIEW THE COUNCIL’S COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE, PROCEDURE FOR HANDLING REQUESTS UNDER FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND DATA PROTECTION AND POLICY FOR DEALING WITH THE PRESS/MEDIA

(a) Complaints Procedure: A revised Model Complaints Procedure is now available and it was RESOLVED that the Finance and General Purpose Committee would consider this.
(b) Freedom of Information: Some updating is required and it was RESOLVED that the Finance and General Purpose Committee would consider this.
(c) Data Protection: The Council is registered with the Information Commission
(d) Policy for dealing with the Press/Media: The Council adopted this Policy in December 2010 and it was RESOLVED that no amendment was necessary.

11/05/19

TO SET THE DATES, TIMES AND PLACE OF FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE COMING YEAR

The list provided was agreed and details would be put on the website.
11/05/20

TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT

Inspector Lawler was unable to attend this meeting but will attend the July meeting.

PC Thomas had provided the following Report which was tabled:
· During April 2010 the local Police received 14 crimes and 88 incoming calls.

· During April 2011 20 crimes and 76 incoming calls were received.

 Crimes resulting in positive outcomes were:

1. An assault on an estranged partner whereby minor injuries were sustained to a Female. Despite no official complaint, Police arrested the Male suspect as per our domestic violence positive arrest policy. All things considered, no further action was decided.

2. A common assault occurred in the Fairmile area involving two adult females not known to each other. A suspect is to be interviewed. 

3. An assault between Sisters occasioning Actual Bodily Harm occurred at Talaton. One received an official Police Caution.

Two suspects were interviewed regards theft of a Purse at The King’s Arms. This resulted in no further action.

An RTC (road traffic collision) occurred at West Hill Road whereby a male member of a well-known motorcycling group resisted arrest for drink-riding (as opposed to drink-driving!). Pepper-spray was used to effect the arrest of the male who was found to be in possession of an extendable Police baton and knuckle-duster.

He is currently bailed to Magistrates Court for a drink-ride offence and possession of offensive weapons.

11/05/21

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Councillor (Cllr) Pang declared a personal interest in item 30 (Funding release to Skateboard/BMX Park) as she is a member of the Skateboard/BMX Trust Committee.

Cllr Giles declared a personal interest in item 27 (Regarding a period of closure for West Hill Play Park) as he has made a contribution to the Play Park out of his Devon Locality budget.

Cllr Wright declared a personal interest in item 27 (Regarding a period of closure for West Hill Play Park) as she is on the Committee delivering the Project.

It was resolved that the following item should be taken after item 30 which was brought forward for the benefit of a member of the public present.
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11/05/22

TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 12TH APRIL 2011 AND TO CONSIDER ANY MATTERS RAISED

The draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting were received but would not be confirmed until the next Annual Parish Meting.  

Honiton’s bus shelter scheme would be investigated further by Councillors responsible for investigating sources of funding.

11/05/23

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM EDDC AND DCC COUNCILLORS 

Cllr Giles’ Report had been previously circulated by him and included: Cllr Ray Bloxham, Franklea Close, Bus Services 60 and 380, Bus Stop at West Hill, Bus Service 381, Bus Stop at Butts Road Ottery St Mary, Sainsbury development and HGVs on rural roads.

11/05/24

TO CONSIDER PROGRESS TO DATE AND FURTHER ACTIONS ON THE ACTION PLAN OF THE OTTERY ST MARY TOWN PLAN

The Environment Committee had discussed and proposed changes to the Plan but at the following Full Council Meeting in October 2010 it was resolved to defer the amendments until after the Local Development Framework Consultation.  It was RESOLVED that it should be returned to the Environment Committee for further update and subsequent approval by Full Council.

11/05/25

TO CONSIDER AND DETERMINE AN OBSERVATION ON PLANNING APPLICATION: 11/0929/TRE APPLICANT: FLOWERS; PROPOSAL: 1 X ASH: FELL LOCATION: HASTA LA VISTA, WINDMILL LANE, WEST HILL, OTTERY ST MARY EX11 1JP

It was RESOLVED that the Council does not support the application.  Insufficient reasons are given for the removal of what appears to be a healthy tree.  It was noted that the application refers to a public footpath when it is a pavement.

11/05/26

TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF USE FOR THE REDUNDANT FLEXTON TOILETS

It was RESOLVED that a Planning application be made for Change of Use for the redundant male and female toilets.  The Heritage Society has indicated that it will pay for half of the cost. 

11/05/27

TO CONSIDER A REQUEST REGARDING A PERIOD OF CLOSURE FOR WEST HILL PLAY PARK

A resident has his Wedding Reception booked at West Hill Village Hall on 13th August 2011.  He was not aware when booking, that the Play Park was a public facility and would be in use during the Reception.  He feels that the noise generated would be an intrusion and has asked for it to be closed from 3.30pm for the rest of the day.  It was RESOLVED that this request should not be complied with. Funding for the Play Park was conditional on the fact that it was a public facility.
11/05/28

TO CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR THE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE TO BE USED AS A COLLECTION CENTRE FOR PUBLIC FUNDS FOR THE COLERIDGE POETRY STONES ALONG THE PATH TO THE CYCLE AND FOOTBRIDGE

The supporting letter from the Hon Secretary of the Coleridge Memorial Project (CMP) was noted.  Cllr Lewis, in liaison with the Clerk and TIC Manager will ensure safeguards and systems are in place and also that if the Project does not go ahead money can be returned to the donors.  Money will go into the CMP Bank Account.  It was RESOLVED to approve the request.
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11/05/29

TO RECEIVE A FINANCIAL REPORT AND TO APPROVE THE APRIL 2011 COUNCIL SCHEDULES OF PAYMENTS AS TABLED
(a) Cllr Lewis reported that the half year Precept of £68,465.50 had been received and that the half year payment of the Public Works Loan at £8,179.19 had been made. The Council schedule listed all the Grants to local organisations presented at the Annual Parish Meeting.
(b) Cllr Lewis presented the April 2011 schedule of payments as tabled showing £18,796.46 (excl.VAT) for the Council and £2,433.37 (excl. VAT) for the Tourist Information Centre (TIC).  It was RESOLVED that they be approved and were signed by the Mayor as a correct record.
It was resolved that the following item should be brought forward to follow item 21 for the benefit of a member of the public present

11/05/30

TO APPROVE THE RELEASE OF AGREED FUNDING TO THE SKATEBOARD/BMX PARK PROJECT

Cllr Giles declared a personal interest in item 30 (Funding release to Skateboard/BMX Park)

as he has made a contribution to the Skateboard/BMX project out of his DCC Locality budget.

Cllr L Harding left the Chamber and returned to it during this item.

Independent verification of the Skateboard/BMX Trust Accounts had been received and Minutes of a Meeting on 14th May 2011showed that they had been approved by Trustees.

It was RESOLVED to approve the release of £10,000 from Town Council Earmarked Reserves, £9,200 to be paid to the Skateboard/BMX Trust on receipt of an invoice showing at least that expenditure by the Trust. The remaining £800 will be paid if the Council is reimbursed by EDDC from S106 money for the legal fees for the Lease.  It was further RESOLVED to pay out the Section 106 funding of £15,267 on receipt of an invoice showing at least that expenditure by the Trust and on receipt of the funding from EDDC.
11/05/31

TO MAKE A DECISION REGARDING THE BARCLAYS TREASURY BOND DEPOSIT

The £30,000 Bond matures on 3rd June 2011.  It was RESOLVED that the £30,000 be invested in a Barclays Business Fixed Rate Bond for 6 months starting on 10th June 2011 at 1.00% gross.
11/05/32

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON APPROVING AN INCREASE IN THE HMRC AUTHORISED MILEAGE RATE FROM 40P TO 45P PER MILE FOR STAFF AND COUNCILLORS

It was RESOLVED to approve the increase to 45pence per mile for staff (for journeys to meetings or on other Council business) and for Councillors for travel on Council business outside the Parish, backdated to 6th April 2011. 

11/05/33

TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON SIGNATORIES ON THE BANK MANDATE

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cllr Lewis and the Clerk are currently signatories although the Clerk cannot sign cheques.  It was RESOLVED that these continue and that Cllr Abbott should be added as a signatory on the Bank Mandate.
11/05/34

ANY MATTERS OF URGENCY BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE MAYOR (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

The Mayor thanked Cllr Hansford for mowing the grass at the land at Strawberry Lane.

11/05/35

REPORTS BY MAYOR AND CLERK

Councillors were reminded of the Welcome and refresher Evening at EDDC on 17th May.
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11/05/36

TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION AND ANY LATE CORRESPONDENCE 

These items were available for viewing in the Council Offices in advance of the Meeting on 16th May 2011 and were also tabled at the Meeting:

1. East Devon District Council (EDDC): Requesting suggestions of sites where Cardboard Recycling Banks could be sited.

2. Otter St Mary & District Help Scheme: Thanks from Pat Lane for the donation and flowers presented to her at the Annual Parish Meeting

3. Tipton St John Residents’ Association: Thanks for the Grant of £200 for the village flower troughs and baskets

4. Ottregians Over 60s Club: Thanks for the Grant of £200 

5. Ottery Skate & BMX Trust: Working notes from a Meeting held on 21st April 2011

6. Gilbert Stephens Solicitors on behalf of Ottery St Mary Silver Band which will consider Council’s proposals regarding a new tenancy agreement at the Old Town Hall

7. EDDC: Invitation to respond to a Consultation on its Sex Establishment Licensing Policy

8. Devon County Council (DCC): Information regarding Parish Paths Partnership Scheme Funding of £1,000

9. EDDC: New Car Parking Amendment Order – Hind Street Car Park, Ottery St Mary.  From 17th April 2011 

10. EDDC: Dog Waste Bin sponsorship: suggesting that Parish/Town Councils may wish to enter into sponsorship arrangements with local organisations.

11. Allotment Management Committee: Minutes from Meeting of 30th March 2011

12. EDDC: Forward Plan for 1st May – 31st August 2011

13. Devon & Cornwall Police: Update message from Inspector Antonia Weeks

14. Senior Council for Devon: Newsletter “Everyone’s Tomorrow” Issue 10 April 2011

15. “Clerks and Councils Direct” May 2011 Issue 75

16. “East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – A Designation History”

17. Devon Community Recycling & Community Composting Network News: “Junkmail” Issue 6

18. National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners: “Allotment & Leisure Gardener” Issue No.2 2011

19. Devon Association of Local Councils Newsletter May/June 2011

20. Devon Playing Fields Association: “The Playing Field” Spring 2011

21. Road Closure advice from DCC

· Higher Broad Oak Road 1st – 3rd June 2011 – Utility works (May Gurney)

· Tipton St John 6th -26th June 2011 Road past Sextons Cottage and road from Primary School to the Orchard and road from Burcombes Grange to Woods Coombe – Utility Works (South West Water)

· Pedestrians Hind Street footway from junction of Canaan Way to junction of Prospect Place 20th June – 24th Julky 2011 – Utility works (South West Water)

· Silver Street (number 1 to number 9) Ottery St Mary 22nd June – 1st July 2011 – Utility works (South West Water)

· Metcombe Vale Road and road from Higher Metcombe to Metcombe Rise 4th July – 24th July 2011 – Utility works (South West Water)

· Hayne Hill (Tipton St John) 25th July – 7th August 2011 – Utility Works (South West Water)

22. Notice of application for road closure:

Road from Mile Inn to Pitt Farm, Fairmile 20th – 22nd July 2011 (South West Water)

Also forwarded to Councillors:

1. EDDC: “The Knowledge” weekly issue

2. DCC “In Touch”  April 2011

3. DCC “Devon Funding News” April & May 2011

4. Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust: Community Health Service transfer information
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Late Correspondence:

Letter from Elli Pang regarding Section 106 Development Funding process.  She requested that this be put as an Agenda item at the next Full Council Meeting.

11/05/37

TO RECEIVE REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED AS COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

The Mayor’s Meetings had been tabled:
5th April
East Devon Crematorium Open Evening

6th April
Sainsbury’s Progress Site Meeting and West Hill Play Park Opening

7th April
Ottery in Bloom Meeting

12th April
Annual Parish Meeting

18th April
Sainsbury’s Progress Site Meeting

4th May
Connect 2 Project Funders Group & Connect 2 Community Steering Group Meeting

6th May
Mayor’s Charity 2011 Dance Action for Youth & Potential new Councillor

9th May
Sainsbury’s Progress Site Meeting

10th May
S106 Multi-Gym Project Meeting

11th May
Coleridge Memorial Project AGM

(a) Cllr Holmes had attended an Exeter Airport Consultation Group Meeting.  Complaints had been received that planes seem to be approaching from many directions.  Control from the Airport is within 2½ miles; approach outside that can be made from any angle and recent increased activity at Dunkeswell Airport has meant more flights over the Parish.

(b) Cllr Talbot had attended the Section 106 Multi-Gym Meeting and the Coleridge Memorial Project AGM.

(c) The Mayor referred to update Meetings with Sainsbury’s. Closure of Hind Street for the first 2 weeks in August for utilities work will mean two-way traffic in Mill Street.

(d) The Mayor said that the Footbridge/Cycleway bridge official opening will be on August Bank Holiday weekend. 

11/05/38

TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS 

(a) Cllr Carter asked about the Salston.  No report of a visit from EDDC had been received following previous reports.  The Clerk will ask again.

(b) Cllr Pang asked about the Section 106 Multi-Gym Meeting.  The Mayor arranged to speak to her outside the meeting.

(c) Cllr Lewis reported again on the increasingly dangerous state of the thatched garage on Metcombe Road.  The Clerk will report this again to EDDC.

(d) Cllr Hansford was given clarification on the Town Band Lease.

The Meeting closed at 9.32pm 
The next Full Council meeting will be on Monday 6th June 2011 at 7pm in the Council Chamber

Mayor’s signature:……………………………………………

Date: …………………………………………………………..
Appendix to folio 11/05/12
Ottery St Mary Town Council

Representatives to Outside Bodies and Council Appointments

Representatives to Outside Bodies 

Thomas Axe Charity


Cllrs Giles, Mitchell

Twinning Association


Vacancy

Chamber of Commerce


Cllrs Lewis & Talbot

Institute Management


Cllr Pang

Locality Planning (Health)

Cllr Wright

East & Mid Devon Community
       Cllr Holmes

Safety Partnership – Sidmouth &

Ottery St Mary Local Action Group 



Feoffees Charity


Cllrs Abbott, Hansford

Millennium Green


Cllr. Dobson

Council Appointments

Allotments Management Committee   Cllr Hansford, (Holmes-Deputy)

Cemetery 


 Cllr Holmes (Hansford-Deputy)

Tennis Courts



 Cllr Dobson, Holmes

Agricultural Advisor


 Cllr Hansford

Exeter Airport Consultative Group
 Cllr Holmes, Talbot

Leisure Advisory Committee

 Cllr Mitchell
(Colin Tooze Sports Centre) 

Ottery in Bloom



 Vacancy
DAPC
Larger Councils sub-Committee Cllr J Harding

P3 (Parish Paths Partnership) Co-ordinator   Cllr J Harding

Ottery & District Skateboard/BMX
 Vacancy
Funding (to investigate sources of funding)
 Cllrs J Harding, Lewis & Pang
Young People’s Champion

        Cllr Giles

16th May 2011
Mayor’s initials:…………………………………….


