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Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Ottery St Mary Town Council held in the Council Chamber on Thursday 11th August 2011 at 7.00pm
PRESENT
Mayor

Councillor Dobson (Town Ward)

Councillors
Carter, Giles, Holmes, Lewis, Pang (Town Ward), Wright, Davoren, Mitchell (West Hill Ward) J Harding, (Tipton St John Ward),
Hansford (North Ward) together with the Deputy Clerk
The Council Prayer

Councillor Lewis read the Prayer
11/08/26
1. To receive Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Abbott, Talbot, L Harding
11/08/27
2. To receive Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda

Councillor Giles declared a Personal Interest as he was a past member of the Communities before Developers and had signed the Pledge. He owns jointly with his Sister, the property Number 14 Winters Lane, Ottery St Mary
11/08/28

Councillor Wright declared a Personal Interest as a past member of the Communities before Developers and had signed the Pledge. She jointly owns with her Husband and the Bank No 3 Potters Close, West Hill, Ottery St Mary
11/08/29
3. To receive a Presentation by Councillor Claire Wright regarding the Local Development Framework and the National Planning Policy Framework

· Councillor Wright gave a Power Point presentation on the National Planning Policy Framework which in her opinion is the biggest shake up of planning legislation in 50 years replacing the Town & Country Planning Act . 

· Key points addressed were reactions from:
1. The Budget 2011 Chancellor Osborne 

2. The British Property Federation 

3. British Chambers of Commerce 

4. Confederation of British Industry 

5. Royal Town Planning Institute 

6. National Trust 

7. Campaign to protect Rural England
11/08/30

PPS7 – Town and Country Planning Act – existing planning policy – there is an overall aim to protect the countryside with development in open countryside away from existing settlements strictly controlled. The countryside is protected for its own sake
In the NPPF there is concern: 
· Vague planning policy statements
· Weakened protections for AONB for example
· No protection for “undesignated” countryside

· Developer and landowner profit to be a material planning consideration

· Loss of emphasis of brownfield development

-28- 
11/08/31
This affects our Parish in as much there may no longer be a presumption against development in open countryside in natural policy with refusals likely to lead to appeals and could be more difficult to defend built-up area boundaries. Also part of the new rules is to grant permission where the plan is absent, silent, indeterminate or where relevant policies are out of date.
11/08/32
The Mayor, Councillor Dobson addressed the Meeting by explaining that this was an informative meeting.  However, a date of the 25th August for the submission had been set in time for the LDF Panel meeting on the 6th September

11/08/33
Councillor Dobson then read a document from the LDF Panel Chairman “EDDC has to perform new homes “balancing act”.

11/08/34

Councillor Wright resumed the power point presentation speaking about the Local Development Framework launched for consultation last Autumn. The LDF had met twice since mid July the Consultants being Roger Tym and Partners and had made recommendations of:
· 15,000 houses (minimum) previously 16,400 plus unplanned developments

· Villages to grow by 5% minimum

This means the outcome will be similar to the same as “hub” approach in LDF Core Strategy Feniton is designated as a “hub” village and is now the subject of 3 proposals totalling more than 300 houses 
4. 11/08/34
Public speaking: opportunity for members of the public to ask questions about the Local Development Framework and the National Planning Policy Framework. 
(4 members of the public addressed the Town Council highlighting their concerns)
· There is not a single piece of evidence supporting the 15,000 new homes cited. This amount of homes equates to 32,000 people over the next 20 years with a proposed rate of growth 80% higher than the historic growth rate
· Where is cost analysis for associated infrastructure for utilities, education, health, waste disposal etc? for these homes ?

· justification must be clearly demonstrated  before committing to such an ambitious plan 
· EDDC are locked into growth for political reasons with benefits of high growth not demonstrated and are not taking a flexible approach
· Impact of empty houses and second homes must be taken into account and offset against the number of new homes.

· there are 400 industrial units in East Devon currently unoccupied 300 empty for in excess of a year
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· Development must respond to needs, especially local needs and more important to get the Framework right than be rushed into an ill-considered plan.
· Local views should be heard and the process not rushed through

· Is the demand there in the first place as we have not seen an improved status in Ottery St Mary with recent developments only less business?
11/08/35
5. To receive questions from Councillors regarding the Local Development Framework and the National Planning Policy Framework and to receive responses
Views were expressed by all councillors present:

· A balanced approach is required by the town council as there is clearly a need for some affordable housing for young people and to consider the reality of the world we live in
· Addressing issues with communities is important. Looking at the infrastructure in particular flooding and seeing what we need

· Market forces must dictate what will be built bearing in mind we have expensive development land. However 15,000 homes is too high
· A preference of 2 ½  % growth in villages 430 homes in Ottery St Mary Town
· Expansion of the Kings School re-instatement of hospital services, the Police Station and a proper sewerage infrastructure imperative

· We do not want a “domino effect” but we need employment and must not see communities go backwards`
11/08/36
6. To begin to formulate a view, then to consider and decide on action to respond to the East Devon District Council Local Development Framework Panel meeting on 6th September 2011 and to the consultation on the National Planning Policy by 17th October 2011 
Councillor Dobson asked the Town Council to give Delegated Authority to the Planning Committee on the 22nd August to decide on a response from the council. 
This was agreed
11/08/37 
The Mayor asked for a Working Party made up of any councillor who would be available to meet on Thursday 18th August at 10am at the Council Offices to formulate proposals which would incorporate local views.  The response from this meeting would be put forward to the next Planning Committee meeting on Monday 22nd August
This was agreed.
The Meeting closed at 08.42pm.
The following Full Council Meeting will be on Monday 5th September at 7pm in the Tipton St John Community Hall. 
Mayor’s signature: ………………………………………    Date: …………………………………
Mayor’s initials: …………………………….


